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7 moriture rus — 1 VI RG. 
Why wilt thou ruſh to death ons DRYDEN. 


diſtinguiſhed | courage into virtue and vice, 


neither has it yet e . from 


courage. | 
_ EveRY paſſion becomes weak, it in proportion 


as it is familiar with its object. Evil muſt be 


conſidered as the object of fear; but the paſſion 
is excited only when the evil becomes probable, 


JT 


TH AV E before remarked, that human wit 
has never been able to render courage 
contemptible by ridicule : though courage, 
as it is ſometimes a proof of exalted virtue, is 
alſo frequently an indication of enormous vice: 
for if he who effects a good purpoſe at the riſque 
of life, is allowed to have the ſtrongeſt propen 
ſity to good 3 it muſt be granted, that he who at 
the riſque of life effects an evil purpoſe, has an 
equal propenſity to evil. But as nidicule has not 


*. 
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or in other words, when we are in danger. As the 
ſame evil may become probable many ways, 
there are ſeveral ſpecies of danger: that danger 
to which men are continually expoſed, ſoon be- 
comes familiar, and fear is no longer excited. 
This, however, muſt not be conſidered as an ex- 
ample of courage; for equal danger, of any other 
kind, will {till produce the ſame degree of fear i in 
the ſame mind. | | 
MECHANICAL cauſes, therefore, may 8 
inſenſibility of danger, but it is abſurd to ſuppoſe 
they can produce courage, for courage is an 
effort of the mind by which a ſenſe of danger is 
ſurmounted ; and it cannot be ſaid, without the 
utmoſt perverſion of language, that a man is 
COUrageous, merely becauſe he diſcovers no fear 
when he is ſenſible of no danger. 
Ir is, indeed, true, that inſenſibility and cou- 
rage produce the ſame effect; and when we ſee 
another unconcerned and hana | in a fituation 
which would make us tremble, it is not ſtrange 
that we ſhould impute his tranquillity to the 
ſtrength of his mind, and honour his want of 
fear with the name of courage. And yet when 
a maſon whiſtles at his work on a plank of a 
foot. broad and an inch thick, which is ſuſpended 
by a rafter and a cord over a precipice, from 
which if he ſhould fall he would inevitably pe- 
riſh; he is only reconciled by habit to a ſitu- 
ation 
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ation in which more danger is generally appre- 
hended than exiſts; he has acquired no ſtrength 5 
of mind, by which a ſenſe of danger is ſur- 

| niounted; nor has he with reſpe& to courage any 
advantage over him who, though he would 
tremble dat the ſcaffold, would yet flakd und- it 
without apprehenſion; for the danger in both ſi- 
tuations is nearly equal, 150 depends 9 5 the 
ſame incidents. | 
Bur the ſame infenſibility | is often ſubſtituted 
for courage by habit, even when the danger is 
real, and in thoſe minds which every other oc-' 
caſion would ſhew to be deſtitute of fortitude. 

| "The inhabitants of Sicily live without terror up- 

on the declivity of a vulcano, which the ſtranger. 
aſcends with an interrupted pace, looking round 
at every ſtep, doubting whether to go forward 
or retire, and dreading the caprice of the flames 
which he hears roar beneath him, and ſees iſſue 
at the ſummit: but let a woman, who is thus 
become inſenſible to the terrors of an earthquake, 
be carried to the mouth of the mines in Sweden, 
ſhe will look down into the abyſs with terror, 
ſhe: will ſhudder at the thought of deſcending ies 1. 
be tremble leſt the brink ſhould give way. 

 AcarnsT inſenſibility of real danger, we ſhould 
not be leſs watchful than againſt unreaſonable fear. 
Fear, when it is juſtly proportioned to its object, 
ale: not too 1 to be governed by: reaſon, is 
== S dt 
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not only blameleſs but honourable; it is eſſential 
to the perfection of human nature, and the 
mind would be as defſective without it ast the 
body without a limb. Man is a being expoſed:: 
to perpetual evil; every moment liable tot det 
ſtruction by innumerable accidents, which Netz 
if he foteſees, he can frequently prevent: fear, 
therefore, Was implanted in his breaſt, for his 
preſervation; to warn him when danger ap- 
proaches, and to prevent his being precipitated 
upon it either by wantonneſs or inattention. But 
thoſe evils which, without fear, we ſhauld not 
have foreſeen, when fear becomes exceſſive we 
are unable to ſhun; for cowardice and pre- 
ſumption are equally fatal, and are 8 
n,, HH 1 HH t8 
' A PEASANT in the north of Baden had two 
Go. THoMAs and JohN. Tou was taken to 
ſea when he was very young, by the maſter of a 
mall veſſel who lived at Hull; and Jack con- 
tinued to work with his father till he was near N 
thirty. Tou, who was now become maſter of 
a ſmack himſelf, took his brother on board for 
London, and promiſed to procure him ſome 
employment among the ſhipping on the water 
fide. After they had been ſome hours under 
ſail, the wind became contrary and blew very 
freſh; the waves began immediately to ſwell, and 


daſhing with violence — the pro white ned Þ 
_ aato” 


by 7 . 
* 4 * P 8 * 4 
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into foam. The veſſel, which now plied. to 
vindwald, lay fo much on one fide, that the 
: edge was frequently under water; and Jack, 
who! expected it to overſet every moment, was. 


a ſeized with terror which he could not conceal. 
| He ea neſtly requeſted of T oN, that the falls 
might be taken in; and lamented the 1 5 that | 
| had expoſed him to the violence of a tem 8 
from which he could not without a nude. 
etna Tom, with.a ſovereign contempt of his 
animity, derided his diftieſs.; and JAck, on 

E 5 contrary, admired the bravery, of Tom and 
his crew, from whoſe countenances and beha- 
viour he at length derived ſome hope; he be- 
lieved he had deſerved the reproach which he 
ſuffered, and deſpiſed himſelf for the fear which 
he could not ſhake off. In the mean time the 
gale increaſed, and in leſs than an hour it'blew 
a a ftorm.! JACK, who watched every countenance 
with the utmoſt attention and ſollicitude, thought 
that his fears were now juſtified by the looks of the 
ſailors: he, therefore, renewed his complaint, 
and perceiving his brother ſtill} unconcerned, 
again intreated him to take every poſſible pre- 
caution, and not inereaſe their danger by pre- 
ſumption. In anſwer to theſe remonſtrances, he 5 
received ſuch conſolation as one lord of the ere- 
ation frequently adminiſters to another in the 
1 of diſtreſs ; “ Pſhaw, damme, you fool,” 
6: . * _ tays 
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ſays Tons, « don't be dead hearted. The more 
« ſail we carry, the ſooner we ſhall be out of 


„ the weather.” Jack's fear had, indeed, been 


alarmed before he was in danger; but Tou was 


inſenſible of the danger when it arrived: he, 


therefore, continued his courſe, exulting in the 
ſuperiority of his courage, and anticipating the 
triumph of his vanity when they ſhould come on 
ſhore. But the fails being {till ſpread, a ſudden 
guſt bore away the maſt, which in its fall ſo | 
much injured the helm, that it became impoſſible 
to ſteer, and in a very ſhort time afterwards the 
veſſel ſtruck. The firſt moment in which Tow | 
became ſenſible of danger, he was ſeen tobe to- | 
tally deſtitute of courage. When the veſſel ſtruck, 
Jack, who had been ordered under 'hatches, | 


came up, and found the hero, whom he had ſo 


lately regarded with humility and admiration, | 
ſitting on the quarter deck, wringing his hands, 
and uttering incoherent and clamorous excla- | 
mations. JACK now appeared more calm than 

before, and aſked, if any thing could yet be 
- done to ſave their lives. Tou replied in a frantic | 
tone, that they might poſſibly float to land on 
ſome parts of the wreck; and catching up an 
axe, inſtead of attempting to diſengage the maſt, 3 a 
he began to ſtave the boat. Ack, whoſe teaſon 8 9 | ; 


was ſtill predominant, though he had been afraid 
too ſoon, fax that Tomi in his frenzy was about 
y N te 


7 
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W to cut off their laſt hope; he, therefore, caught N 


hold of his arm, took away the axe by force, 
aſſiſted the ſailors in getting the boat into the 
water, perſuaded his brother to quit the veſſel, 


and in about four hours they got ſafe on ſhore. 


Ir the veſſel had weathered the ſtorm, Tour 


; would have been deemed a hero and Jack a 


coward : but I hope that none, whom I have led 


into this train of thought, will for the future, re- 


gard inſenſibility of danger as an indication of 
courage; or impute cowardice, to thoſe, whoſe 


fear is not inadequate to its object, or too violent 
to anſwer its purpoſe. 


THERE is one evil, of which 5 ER : 


in perpetual danger; an evil, to which every | 4 


other is as the drop of the bucket and the duſt 
of the balance; and yet of this danger, the 
greater part appear to be totally inſenſible. 
Every man who waſtes in negligence the 
day of ſalvation, ſtands on the brink not only of 
the grave but of hell. That the danger of all is 
imminent, appears by the terms that INFINITE 
WisDom has choſen, to expreſs the conduct by 


which alone it can be eſcaped; it is called © a 


race, a watch, a work to be wrought with 
« fear and trembling, a ſtrife unto blood, and. 


s a combat with whatever can ſeduce or terrify, 


<< with the pleaſures of ſenſe and the power of 
aig angels,” The moment in which we ſhall be 
B4 inatched 
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Tnatched from the brink of this gulph, or plunged 
to the bottom, no power can either avert or re- | 
tard ; it approaches ſilent, indeed, as the flight 
of time, but rapid and irreſiſtible as the courſe of 
2 comet. That dreadful evil, which, with equal 
force and propriety, is called the SECOND DEATH, = 
ſhould not, ſurely, be diſregarded, merely becauſe 
it has been long impending ; and as there is no 
| equivalent for which a man can reaſonably deter- 
mine to ſuffer it, it cannot be conſidered as the 
object of courage. How it may be borne, ſhould 
Not be the enquiry, but how it may be ſhunned. 
And if in this daring age, it is impoſlible to pre- 
pare for eternity, without giving up the character 
of a hero; no reaſonable being, ſurely, will be 
deterred by this conſideration from the attempt: 
for who but an infant, or an ideot, would give 
up his paternal inheritance for a feather, or re- 


nounce the acclamations of A triumph for the | 


88 of : a rattle ? 


| 
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— ub Judics lu e 
And of their vain n diſputing find no end. 
wr pat pr Om . ; FRANCIS. 


-T Nair Muss aſked Sy: wn who 
1 find the appearance of wiſdom more eafily at- 
yz tain by queſtions than ſolutions, how it comes 
W to paſs, that the world is divided by ſuch dif- 
ference of opinion; and why men, equally 
| reaſonable, and equally! lovers of ney do not 
Hr think in the ſame manner. Roca hog 
Wirz regard to fimple Praplibe where 
the terms are underſtood, and the whole ſub- 
ject is comprehended at once, there is ſuch an 
uniformity of ſentiment among all human 
beings, that, for many ages, a very numerous 
ſet of notions were ſuppoſed to be innate, or 
neceſſarily coexiſtent with the faculty of reaſon; 
it being imagined, that univerſal agreement could 
proceed only from the inv ariable dictates of the 
univerſal parent. 6 
Ix queſtions diffuſe d ne this 
ſimilarity of determination is no longer to be eu- 
pected. At our firſt fally: into the intellectual 
World, we all march together along one ſtraitand 
© | eg road; but as we proceed further, and 
= by B 5 ä wider 


* 
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wider proſpects open to our view, every eye 1 | 
fixes upon a different ſcene ; | we divide into F | 
various paths, and, as we move forward, are 
ſtill at a greater diſtance from each other. As a Þ 
queſtion becomes more complicated and in- * 
volved, and extends to a greater number of re- 
lations, diſagreement of opinion will always be 
multiplied; not becauſe we are irrational, but 
becauſe we are finite beings, furniſhed with dif- 9 


1 
Nh 1 
4; 


I 
fo” 
2 


9 
be: > 


degrees of attention, one diſcovering. conſe- i 
quences which eſcape another, none taking in 
the whole concatenation of cauſes and effects, 
and moſt comprehending. but a very ſmall part, 
each comparing what he obſerves with a dif- 3 j 
ferent criterion, and each. referring it to a 1 NY 
ferent purpoſe. _ | | 3 1 
Wurxx, then, is the 3 that — BD 
who ſee only a ſmall part, ſhould judge erro- | 
neouſly of the whole f or that they, who ſee 
different and diſſimilar parts, ee Judge dif- Wl 
| 5 from each other? _ 3 

"WHATEVER has various reſpite; b TY 3 
various appearances of good and evil, beauty 
or deformity : thus, the gardener tears up as a 
weed, the plant which the phyfician gathers as 
a medicine; and “ a general,“ ſays Sir KENELM 
Dicsy, will look with pleaſure over a plain, 
« as a fit place on which the fate of empires 
© might 
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„ might be decided in battle; which the ke 
« will deſpiſe as bleak and barren, neither 
56 fruitful of paſturage, nor fit for tillage.” * 
Two men examining the ſame queſtion, 
| proceed commonly like the phyſician and gardener 
in ſelecting herbs, or the farmer and hero look- 
ing on the plain; they bring minds impreſſed 


with different notions, and direct their i inquiries 


-to different ends ; they form, therefore, con- 
trary concl uſions, and each wonders at the 
8 other's abſurdity. 

= Wes have leſs reaſon to be furpriſed or of- 
fended when we find others differ from us in 
opinion, becauſe we very often differ from our- 
| ſelves. How often we alter our minds, we do 
not always remark ; becauſe the change is ſome- 


| times made imperceptibly and gradually, and the 


luaſt conviction effaces all memory of the former: 
yet every man, accuſtomed from time to time 
to take a ſurvey of his on notions, will by a 
Night retroſpection be able to diſcover, that his 
mind has ſuffered many revolutions, that the 
ſame things have in the ſeveral parts of his life 
been condemned and approved, perſued and 
' ſhunned; and that on many occaſions, even 
when his practice has been ſteddy, his mind has 
been wavering, and he has perſiſted in a ſcheme 
of action, rather becauſe he feared the cenſure 
| | of 


* 
0 
+3 
Þ 
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of inconſtancy, than becauſe he was on | Y 
pleaſed with his own choice. _ | 

OF the different faces ſhewn by the ſame ab- 
Jets as they are viewed on oppolite ſides, and 
of the different inclinations which they muſt con- 
ſtantly raiſe in him that contemplates them, a 
more ſtriking example cannot eafily be found 
than two Greek Epigrammatiſts will afford us in 
their accounts of human life, which I ſhall ay 1 


before the reader in Engliſh proſe. 


PosIDIPPUs, a comic poet, utters this com- 
plaint; Through which of the paths of life is 
< it eligible to paſs? In public aſſemblies are 


& debates and troubleſome affairs; domeſtic 


ce privacies are haunted with anxieties; in the 
« country is labour; on the ſea is terror; in a 
c foreign land, he that has money muſt live in 
<< fear, he that wants it muſt pine in diſtreſs ; 
cc are you married? you are troubled with ſuſ- 
cc picions; are you ſingle? you languiſh in 


<< ſolitude; children occaſion toil, and a child- 
cc leſs life i is a ſtate of deſtitution; the time of 
c youth is a time of folly, and grey hairs are 
< loaded with infirmity. This choice only, 
“ therefore, can be made, either never to re- 
« ceive being, or immediately 8 


Suck and ſo gloomy is the proſpect, which 


PosIDIPPUs has laid before us. But we are not 
to acquieſce too haſtily in his determination 


5 1 againſt 


© 
[= 
"2, 
3; 
25 


4 \ . nd the value of exiſtence, for METRODORUS, 
a philoſopher of Athens, has ſhewyn, that life 
has pleaſures as well as pains; and having ex- 


No. 10). The ADVENTURER. 13 


hibited the preſent ſtate of man in brighter co- 
lours, draws, with equal appearance of n 
a contrary concluſion. | 3 


c You may paſs well Ane any * the 


cc paths of life. In public aſſemblies, are ho- 
ce nours and tranſactions of wiſdom; in domeſtic 
cc privacy, is ſtilneſs and quiet; in the country 


„ 


cc are the beauties of nature; on the ſea is the 


cc hope of gain; in a foreign land, he that is rich 
6 is-honoured, he that his poor may keep his 
cc poverty ſecret ; are you married? you have a 


* chearful houſe; are you ſingle? you are unin- 


ce cumbered ;. children are objects of affection, 


„ to be th children is to be without care; 
© the time of youth is the time of vigour,” and 


cc grey hairs are made venerable by piety. It 
cc will, therefore, never be a wiſe man's choice, 


< either not to obtain exiſtence; or to * it; 
<& for every ſtate of life has its felicity. ) 


In theſe epigrams are included 3 of hs 
queſtions, which have engaged the ſpeculations. 
of the enquirers after happineſs ; and though 


they will not much aſſiſt our determinations, 


they may, perhaps, equally promote our quiet, 


by ſhewing that no abſolute determination ever 
can be formed. 


W 
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WnꝑETRER a public ſtation, or private life be 
deſirable, has always been debated. We ſee here 
both the allurements and diſcouragements of 
civil employments: on one ſide there is trouble, 
on the other honour; the management of af- 
fairs is vexatious and difficult, but it is the only 
duty in which wiſdom can be conſpicuouſly diſ- 
played; it muſt then ſtill be left to every man to 
chuſe either eaſe or glory; nor can any general 
precept be given, fince no man can be happy by 
_ *the preſcription of another.. 
Tus what is ſaid of children by „. 
tc that they are occaſions of fatigue,” and by 
:'METRoODORUs, that they are objects of af- 
c fection, is equally certain; but whether 
they will give moſt pain or pleaſure, muſt de- 
-pend on their future conduct and difpoſitions, on 
. many cauſes over which the parent can have 
little influence: there is, therefore, room for 
all the caprices of imagination, and deſire muſt 
be proportioned to the hope or 1 . ſhall 
94.4 dit to predominate. 4 
-SUcH is the uncertainty, in whichs we are al- 
ways likely to remain with regard to queſtions, 
wWherein we have moſt intereſt, and which every 
day affords us freſh opportunity to examine: we 
may examine, indeed, but we never can decide, 


5 own nd our faculties are unequal to 2 porn 


we 
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we fee a little, and form an opinian 3. we ce 


more, and change it. „ od 30. Hut eee 
Tus inconſtancy A EY ee ee w which 


13 


we muſt is often find. ourſelves» liable, ought ' 


a certainly to teach us moderation andiforbearance 
towards thoſe, who cannot accom modate them- 
ſelves to dur ſentiments: if they are deceived; we 


have no right to attribute their miſtake to ob- 
ſtinacy or negligence, becauſe we likewiſe have 


been miſtaken : we may, perhaps, again change 


our own opinion; and what excuſe ſhall We be 
able to find for averſion and malignity conceived 
againſt him, whom we ſhall then find to have 


committed no fault, and who offended. us "yo 


12 refuſing to follow us into ere. 


Ir may likewiſe contribute to l 


ee which pride naturally raiſes againſt op- 
poſition, if we conſider, that he who differs 


from us, does not always contradict us; he has 


one view of an object, and we have another; 
each deſcribes what he ſees with equal fidelity, 
and each regulates his ſteps by his own eyes: 
one man, with PosIDIPPU<®, looks on celi- 
bacy as a ſtate of gloomy ſolitude, without a 
partner in joy or a comforter in ſorrow; the 


other conſiders it, with METRODORUSs, as a 


ſtate free from incumbrances, in which a man is 
at liberty to chuſe his own gratifications, to re- 
move from place to place in of pleaſure, 
| and 
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and to think of nothing but merriment and 
diverſion; full of theſe notions, one haſtens to 
chuſe a wife, and the other laughs at his raſn- 
neſs, or pities his ignorance; yet it is poſſible 
that each is ane but that each i is right ee. | 
- himſelf. SOTO 
LIE is not the object of K - 5 4 
Ts e very little; and what is beyond we only 
can conjecture. If we enquire. of thoſe. who 
have gone before uss we receive ſmall ſatiſ- 
= faction; 3 ſome. have travelled life without obſer- 
vation, and ſome willingly miſlead us. The 
only thought, therefore, on which we can re- 
poſe with comfort, is that which preſents to us 
the care of PROVIDEN CE, whoſe eye takes in 
the whole of things, and under whoſe direction 
all involuntary errors will terminate in happineſs. 


* 
— 
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Nobis, cum e occidit brevis FECT | 
Nox eft per petus una dormienda.. Carvinus. 


3 - 


8 When once the ſhort - lu -d mortal «pn % gi 3 
A night eternal ſeals his eyes. „tra 


75 may have 1 — . he every reader, 


1 that there are certain topics which never are 
exhauſted. Of ſome i images and ſeptiments the 
mind of man may be ſaid to be enamoured 3 It... 
meets them, however often they occur, Pp 
the ſame ardour which a lover feels at the fight 
of his miſtreſs, - and parts from them, with the 
} fame regret when, they can no longer be enjoyed. 
Sh OF this kind are many deſcriptions. which the 
poets have tranſcribed from each other, and 
their, ſucceſſors will probably copy to the end of 
time ; which will continue to engage, or, as 
the French term it, to flatter the imagination, 
as long as human nature ſhall remain the ſame. 

WHEN a poet mentions. the ſpring, we know 
that the zephyrs are about to whiſper, that the 
groves are to recover their verdure, the linets to 
warble forth their notes of love, aud the flocks 


and herds to friſk over vales painted with flowers: 85 


yet, who is there ſo inſenſible of the beauties of 
nature, 


— 


* 


x88 The ADVENTURER. No. 108. 
nature, ſo little delighted with the renovation of 
the world, as not to feel his heart bound at the 
mention of the ſpring ? 
Wuen night overſhadows a romantic ſcene, 
all is ſtilneſs, filence and quiet; the poets of the 
grove ceaſe their melody, the moon towers aver 
the world in gentle majeſty, men forget their 
labours and their cares, and every paſſion and 
perſuit is for a while ſuſpended. All this we 
know already, yet we hear it repeated without 
wearineſs ; becauſe ſuch is generally the life of 
man, that he is pleaſed to think on the time 
when he ſhall pauſe from a ſenſe of his con- 
Alton. | 
© 'Wrtna poetical grove invites us to its covert, 
we know that we ſhall find what we have al- 
ready ſeen, a limpid brook murmuring over 
pebbles, a bank diverſified with flowers, a green 
arch that excludes the ſun, and a natural grot 
thaded with myrtles; ; yet who can forbear to 
enter the pleaſing gloom, to enjoy coolneſs 
ö and privacy, and gratify himſelf once more by 
il ſcenes with which nature has e him to be 
b EA | 
-. Many moral ſentiments likewiſe are ſo adapted 
to our ſtate, that they find approbation whenever 
they ſollicit it, and are ſeldom read without ex- 
eiting a gentle emotion in the mind: ſuch is the 
compariſon of the life of man with the duration 
2 $22: . | | . of. 
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of a flower, a thought which, perhaps, 0280 
nation has heard warbled in its own lang 
from the INS PIR ED Po rs of the Hebrews to 
our own times; yet this'compariſon muſt always 
pleaſe, becauſe every heart feels its RO ie 
every hour confirms it by example. 
Such, likewiſe, is the precept, that directs us 
to uſe the preſent hour, and refer nothing to a 
diſtant time, which we are uncertain whether 
we ſhall reach: this every moraliſt may venture 
to inculcate, becauſe it will always wy approved, 
and becauſe it ĩs always oven. e 


Tuts rule is, indeed, every day + breeds 

| 5 arguments more powerful than the diſſertations - 
of moraliſts: we ſee men pleaſing themſelves 

with future happineſs,” fixing a certain hour for 
the completion of their wiſhes, and periſhing 
"Tome at a greater and ſome at a leſs diſtance from 
"the happy time; all complaining of their diſap- 
pointments, ard} lamenting that they had ſuf- 
fered the years, which Heaven allowed them, 
to paſs without improvement, and deferred the 
principal purpoſe of their lives to the time when 


life itſelf was to forſake them. 2581 


Ir is not only uncertain, whether, PR 
all the caſualties and dangers which beſet the 
life of man, we ſhall be able to reach the time 
appointed for happineſs or wiſdom; but it is likely, | 
that whatever now hinders us from doing that 
W b which 
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which our reaſon, and conſcience. declare neceſ- 
ſary to be done, will equally obſtruct us in times 
to come. It is eaſy for the imagination, ope- 
rating on things not yet exiſting, to pleaſe itſelf | 
with ſcenes of unmingled felicity, or plan out 
.- courſes of uniform virtue: but good and evil are 
in real life inſeparably united; habits grow 
ſtronger by indulgence; and reaſon loſes her 
- dignity, in proportion as ſhe has oftner- yielded 
105 temptation: He that cannot live well to- 
day, ſays MaRTIAI, will be deſs aa 
« to live well to: morro w. 
its Or the uncertainty | of every human good, 
every human being ſeems to be convinced; vet 
this uncertainty is voluntarily increaſed by unge- 
5 h delay, whether we reſpect external cauſes, 
or conſider the nature of our own minds, He that 
now feel $2 deſire to. do right, and wiſhes 0 
regulate his life according : to his reaſon, is, not 
ſure that, at any future time aſſignable, he ſhall 
be able to rekindle the ſame ardour; he that 
has now an opportunity offered him of breaking 
looſe from vice and folly, cannot know, but 
that he, ſhall hercafter; be more entangled, and 
ſtruggle for freedom withqut obtaining it. 
MX are ſo unwilling to believe any thing to 
our own' diſadvantage, that we always imagine 
the perſpicacity of our judgment and the ſtrength 
4 our reſolution more n, to increaſe than to 
1 i ou 
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W crow leſs by time; and, therefore, conelude, 
that the will to berue mulnbie⸗ pape be! 
always ſeconded by the power. 
Bb however we may be deceived" in calcul 
lating the ſtrength of our faculties; we cannot 
doubt the uncertainty” of that life in which they 
muſt be employed; we ſee every day: the tinex- 
pected death of. our friends and our enemies, We 
ſee new graves hourly opened for men older ànd 
younger than ourſelves, for the cautious and the 
careleſs; the diſſolute and the temperate, for men 
who like us were providing to enjoy or improve 
hours now irreverſibly cut off; we ſee all this, 
and yet, inſtead of living, let year” glide Rey” 
year in preparations to/live, 517 11 2 TT 
Mexx are ſo frequently cut off in the midi of 
their prajections, that ſudden death cauſes little 
emotion in them that behold it, unleſs it be inet 
preſſed upon the attention by - uncommon cir- 
cumſtances. I, like every other man, have 
outliyed multitudes, have ſeen ambition ſink in 
its triumphs, and beauty periſh in its bloom; 
but have been ſeldom ſo much affected as by 
the fate of EuRYALvs, whom 1 Ok apps 
began to love him. Ea rim ynoss9 
. EuRYALus had for melt time | foutiſhed in a 
lucrative profeſſion; but having ſuffered his ĩima- 
gination to be fired by an nu e , 


ris he grew weary of the ſame dull round of 
| b life, | 
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the pleaſures of travel. 


accounts and fold his moveables, paſſed a few 


days in bidding farewell to his companions, and 


with all the eagerneſs of romantic chivalry croſ- 
ſed: the ſea in ſearch of happineſs. Whatever 


place was renowned in ancient or modern hiſtory, 


whatever region art or nature had diſtinguiſhed, 


he determined to viſit: full of deſign and hope 
he landed on the continent; his friends expected 


accounts from him of the new ſcenes that opened 
in his progreſs,” but were informed in in a few 25 
that EUR YAL Us was dedde. 

Such was the end of EuRYALUS. 
tered that ſtate, whence none ever ſhall return; 


and can now only benefit his friends, by remain- 
ing in their memories a permanent and effica- 
cious inſtance of the blindneſs of deſire, and the 
uncertainty of all terreſtrial: good; But, perhaps, 
every man has like me loſt an EURYALus, has 


known a friend die with happineſs in his graſp; 
and yet every man continues to think himſelf 


15 ſeeure of life, and Moon to 00 future time of 
leiſure 


92 * ; | 4 0 Y 125 
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life, reſolved to harraſs himſelf no longer with 
the drudgery of getting money, but to quit his 
buſineſs and his pr ofit, and enjoy for a few years 
His friends heard him 
proclaim his reſolution, without ſuſpecting that 
he intended to perſue it; but he was conſtant to 
his purpoſe, and with great expedition cloſed his 


He iS en- . 


TTF 
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9 leiſure what he knows it will be fatal to have 
W finally omitted. _ | 
: Ir is, indeed, with this as ch athar 3 
inherent in our nature: the deſire: of deferring to 
another time, what cannot be done without en- 
durance of ſome pain, or forbearance of ſome 
pleaſure, will, perhaps, never be totally overcome 
or ſuppreſſed; there will always 'be ſomething 
that we ſhall wiſh to have finiſhed, and be never- 
theleſs unwilling to begin: but againſt this un- 
willingneſs it is our duty to. ſtruggle, and every 
conqueſt over our paſſions will make way for an 
eaſier conqueſt; cuſtom is equally forcible to bad 
and good; nature will always be at variance with 
reaſon, but will rebel more feebly as ſhe is Wer 
ſubdued. : . 8 
THE common 3 of the preſent bah is 
more ſhameful and criminal, as no man is be- 
trayed to it by error, but admits it by negligence. 
Of the inſtability of life, the weakeſt underſtand- 
ing never thinks wrong, though the ſtrongeſt often 
omits to think juſtly: reaſon and experience are 
always ready to inform us of our real ſtate; but 
we refuſe to liſten to their ſuggeſtions, becauſe 
we feel our hearts unwilling to obey them: but, 
ſurely, nothing is more unworthy of a reaſonable 
being, than to ſhut his eyes, when he ſees the 
road which he is commanded to travel, that 
he may deviate way fewer reproaches from him 


ſelf; 


\ 9. 
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ſelf; nor could any motive to tenderneſs, except 
the conſciouſneſs that we have all been guilty of 
the ſame fault, diſpoſe us to pity thoſe WAV: thus. 
e nee to ex ruin. * 


1 
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nen "Pp alas  folennia me, neque ries; elle 2 
Lou think me but as mad as all mankind. I. 


To this: ApvenroRBR. 


IR, (622) N 
ONTES QUE I'U wittily ebe 


that by building profeſſed mad-houſes 

men ww inſinuate, that all who are out of 
their ſenſes are to be found only in thoſe places. | 
This remark having made ſome impreſſion on my . | 
mind, produced laſt night the following viſion. 
*T 1MAGINED that BEDLAM had been ordered 
to be rebuilt! upon a more extenſive plan by act 
of parliament ; and that Dean Swirr calling 
at my lodgings, offered to accompany me to ſee 
the new-erected . edifice, which, he obſerved, 
was not half capacious enough before to contain 
the various ſpecies of madneſs that are to be 


found in this kingdom, As we walked through | 


7 Fi 
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cee galleries, he gave me the following account 
of the ſeveral inhabitants. 


Tx lady in che firſt appartment had bebe au 
upon her huſband, a man of ſtudy and ceconomy, 
to indulge her with a route twice a week at her 
own Kul This ſoon multiplied her obligations 
to the company ſhe kept, and in a fortnight ſhe 
inſiſted upon two more. His lordſhip venturing 
to oppoſe her demand with ſteady refolution but 
with equal tenderneſs, the lady complained that: 
the rights of quality. and fortune were invaded, 
that her credit was loſt with the faſhionable 
world, and that ignorance and brutality had rob- 
bed her of the pleaſures of a reaſonable being, 
and rendered her the moſt unhappy wife in Great 
Britain. The cauſe of her complaints, however, 
ſtill ſubſiſted, and by perpetually wien over 
it ſhe at length turned her brain. 

Nxxx to her is a dramatic writer, whoſe comedy 
having been juſtly damned, he began to vent 
his ſpleen againſt the public by weekly abuſes of 
the preſent age; but as neither the play nor his 
defences of it were read, his indignation conti- 
nually increaſed till at at length it terminated i in 
madneſs. | 

IE on the right hand is a philoſopher, whe 
has loſt his reaſon in a fruitleſs attempt to diſcover 
the cauſes of electricity. 


VOL. IV. - Hie, 
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H x, on the left, is a celebrated jockey of noble 
birth, whoſe favourite mare, that had enjoyed 
three triumphs in former ſeaſons, was diſtanced a 
few days ago at New- market. 

YoNDER meager man has bewildered his un- 
derſtanding by cloſely ſtudying the doctrine of 
chances, in order to qualify himſelf for a pro- 
feſſorſhip which will be ſhortly eſtabliſhed and 
amply endowed at an eminen chocolate-houſe, 
| Where lectures on this important ſubject are con- 
ſtantly to be read. 

MN unforeſeen accident turned the head of the 
next unfortunate priſoner. She had for a long 

time paſſed for fifteen years younger than ſhe was, 
and her lively behaviour and airy dreſs concurred 
to help forward the impoſition ; till one evening, 
being animated with an extraordinary flow of 
ſpirits, ſhe danced out ſeven of her artificial teeth, 
which were immediately picked up, and delivered 
to her with great ceremony by her partner, 

THe merchant in the neighbouring cell had 
reſolved to gain a plumb. He was poſſeſſed of 
ſeventy thouſand pounds, and eagerly expected a 
ſhip that was to complete his wiſhes. But the 
ſhip was caſt away in the channel, and mer- 
chant is diſtracted for his loſs. 

= Trar diſconſolate lady had for many years 
aſſiduouſly attended an old gouty uncle, had aſ- 


{ſented to all his abſurdities and humoured all his 
foibles, 


%. 
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foibles, in full expectation of being made his exe- 
cutrix; when happening one day to affirm that 
his gruel had ſack enough in it, contrary to his 
opinion, he altered his will immediately, and left 
all to her brother; which affords her no conſo- 
lation, for avarice is able to ſubdue the tenderneſs 
of nature. 

BenoLD the beautiful and virtuous Tuxo- 
DORA | Her fondneſs for an ungrateful huſband 
was unparalleled. She detected him in the arms 
of a diſagreeable and affected proſtitute, and was 
driven to diſtraction. 

Is my old friend the commentator here like- 
wiſe? Alas! he has loſt his wits in enquiring 
whether orno the antients wore perukes? as did 
his neighbour Cynthio by receiving a frown from 
his patron at the laſt levee. * 1 
THe fat lady, upon whom you look 8 ear- 
neſtly, is a grocer's wife in the city. Her diſorder 
was occaſioned by her ſeeing at court, laſt twelfth 
night, the daughter of Mr. Alderman Squeezr, 
oil-man, in a ſack far richer and more elegant 
than her own. | 

THe next chamber contains an adventurer who 
purchaſed thirty tickets in the laſt lottery. . As he 
was a perſon of ſanzuine complexion and lively 
imagination, he was ſure of gaining the ten thou- 
ſand pounds by the number of his chances. He 
ſpent a month in ſurveying the counties that lie 

C 2 | in 
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in the neighbourhood of the metropolis, before hy | 


He could find out an agreeable ſite for the fine 
Houſe he intended to build. He next fixed his 
eye on a moſt blooming and beautiful girl, whom 


he deſigned to honour as his bride. He beſpoke 


a magnificent coach, and the ornaments of his 
harneſs were to be of his own invention. Mr. 
Degagee, the taylor, was ordered to ſend to Paris 
for the lace with which his wedding cloaths was 
to be adorned. But in the midſt of theſe prepa- 
Tations for proſperity, all his tickets were drawn 
blanks; and inſtead of his villa on the banks of 
the Thames, you now ſee him in theſe melan- 
choly lodgings. 

His neighbour in the next apartment was an 
honeſt footman, who was perſuaded likewiſe to 
try his fortune in the ſame lottery; and who, 
obtaining a very large and unexpected ſum, could 
not ſtand the ſhock of ſuch ſudden good fortune, 
but grew mad with exceſs of joy. 


You wonder to ſee that cell beautified with 
Chineſe vaſes and urns. It is inhabited by that 
famous virtuoſo lady HARRIET BRITTLE, whoſe 
opinion was formerly deciſive at all auctions, 
where ſhe was uſually appealed to about the 
genuineneſs of porcelain. She purchaſed, at an 
exorbitant price, a MANDARIN, and a Jos, that 
were the envy of all the female connoiſſeurs, and 
were allowed to be ineſtimable. They were to 

- : -be 
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L de placed at the upper end of a little rock-work 
temple of Chineſe architecture, in which neither 
propriety, proportion, nor true beauty, were con- 
ſidered, and were carefully packed up in different 
boxes; but the brutiſh waggoner happening to 
overturn his carriage, they were cruſhed to pieces. 
The poor lady's underſtanding could not ſurvive 
fo irreparable a loſs ; and her relations, to ſoothe 
her paſſion, have provided thoſe Chelſea urns' 
with which ſhe has decorated her chamber, and 
which ſhe believes to be true NANQUIN. 
YoNDER miſerable youth, being engaged in a 
hot contention at a faſhionable brothel about a 
celebrated courtezan, killed a fea officer with 
whoſe face he was not acquainted; but who 
proved upon enquiry to be his own brother, who 
had been ten years abſent in the Indies. 
. Look attentively into the next cell; you will 
there diſcover a lady of great worth and fine ac- 
compliſhments,. whoſe father condemned her to 
the arms of a right honourable debauchee, when 
he knew ſhe had fixed her affections irrevocably 
on another, who poſſeſſed an unincumbered 
eſtate, but wanted the ornament of a title. She 
ſubmitted to the orders of a ſtern father, with - 
| patience, obedience, and a breaking heart. Her 
| huſband treated her with that contempt which 
he thought due to a citizen's daughter; and 
beſides communicated to her an infamous di- 


þ 7 C 3 ſemper, 
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ſtemper, which her natural modeſty forbad her 
to- diſcover in time ; and the violent medicines 
which were afterwards adminiſtered to her by an 
unfkilful ſurgeon, threw her into a delirious fever 
from which ſhe could never be recovered. 

HERE the DEAN pauſed; and looking upon 
me with great earneſtneſs, and graſping my hand 
n ſpoke with an emphaſis that awaked 
me: — Think me not fo inſenſible a monſter, 
ce as to deride the lamentable lot of the wretches 
e we have now ſurveyed. If we laugh at the 
6 folltes, let us at the Fe time T7 the mani- 
* fold miſeries of man.“ 


if am, SIR, 
Z IT be Yds kuaible ſervant, - 


SOPHRON, 


"San 
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NUMB. 110. SATURDAY, November 245 17 53 


Mens immota manet, lachryma voluuntur i inanes. 
VI. 


Sighs, groans, and tears, proclaim his inward 
* pans, -- 
But the firm purpoſe of his heart remains. 
DRYDEN. 


ITY has been generally conſidered as the 
paſſion of gentle, benevolent, and virtuous 
minds; although it is acknowledged to produce 
only ſuch a participation of the calamity of others, 
as upon the whole i is pleaſing to ourſelves, 


As a tender participation of foreign diſtreſs," it 
has been urged to prove, that man is endowed 
with ſocial affections, which, however forcible, 
are wholly diſintereſted ; and as a pleaſing ſen- 
ſation, it has been deemed an example of un- 
mixed ſelfiſhneſs and malignity. It has been re- 
ſolved into that power of i imagination, by which 
we apply the misfortunes of others to ourſelves ; 
we have been faid to pity no longer than we fancy 
ourſelves to ſuifer, and to be pleaſed only by re- 
flecting that our ſufferings are not real; thus in- 
dulging a dream of diſtreſs, from which we can 
awake whenever we pleaſe, to exult in our ſecu- 
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_ rity, and enjoy the compariſon of the fiction with 
truth. 

I SHALL not perplex my readers with the fub- 
tilties of a debate, in which human nature has, 
with equal zeal and plauſibility, been exalted and 
degraded. It is ſufficient for my purpoſe to re- 
mark, that PiTy is generally underſtood to be 

that paſſion, which is excited by the ſufferings of 


perſons with whom we have no tender connection, 


and with whoſe welfare the ſtronger paſſions have 
not united our felicity: for no man would call 
the anguiſh of a mother, whoſe infant was torn 


from her breaſt and left to be devoured in a de- 
fart, by the name of PiTy ; although the ſenti- 


ment of a ſtranger, who ſhould drop a ſilent tear 


at the relation, which yet might the next hour 


be forgotten, could not otherwiſe be juſtly deno- 
minated. 


Tp Pity, therefore, is ibſorbed in another 


paſſion, when our love of thoſe that ſuffer is 
ſtrong; PiTy is rather an evidence of the weak- 


neſs than the ſtrength of that general philan- 
throphy, for which ſome have ſo eagerly con- 
tended, with which they have flattered the pride 


and veiled the vices of mankind, and which they 
have affirmed to be alone ſufficient to recommend 


them to the favour of HEAVEN, to atone for the 


indulgence of every appetite and the neglect of 
every duty, N 
Ir 
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Ix human benevolence was abſolutely pure and 
ſocial, it would not be neceflary to relate the 
ravages of a peſtilence or a. famine with minute 
and diſcriminating circumſtances to rouze our 
ſenſibility; we ſhould certainly deplore irreme- 
diable calamity, and participate temporary diſ- 
treſs, without any mixture of delight: that de- 
ceitful ſorrow, in which pleaſure is ſo well known 
to be predominant, that invention has been 
buſied for ages in contriving tales of fictitious 
ſufferance for no other end than to excite it, 
would be changed into honeſt commiſeration, in 


which pain would be unmixed, and which, 


therefore, we ſhould wiſh to loſe. 
SOON after the fatal battle of Fontenoy, a 


young gentleman, who came over with the of- 


ficer that brought the expreſs, being expected at 


the houſe of a friend, a num̃erous company of 


gentlemen and ladies were aſſembled to hear 
an account of the action from an eye-witneſs. 


Tux gentleman, as every man is flattered by 


5 attention, was eaſily prevailed upon 
to gratify the company, as. ſoon as they were 


ſeated and the firſt ceremonies paſt. He de- 


ſcribed the march of many thouſands of their 
countrymen into a field, where batteries had been 
concealed on each ſide, which in a moment 
ſtrewed the ground with mangled limbs and 


carcaſſes 'almoſt floated in blood, and ob- 
| C 5 ſtructed 


„ 


% 
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ſtructed the path of thoſe who followed to the 


laughter. He related, how often the decreaſing 
multitude returned to the mouth of the cannon ; 
how ſuddenly they were rallied, and how ſud- 
denly broken; he repeated the liſt of officers 
who had fallen undiſtinguiſhed in the carnage, 


men whoſe eminence rendered their names uni- 


verſally known, their influence extenſive, and 
their attachments numerous; and he hinted the 
fatal effects which this defeat might produce to 
the nation, by turning the ſucceſs of the war 


againſt us. But the company, however amuſed 


by the relation, appeared not to be affected by the 
event: they were ſtill attentive to every trifling 
punctilio of ceremony, uſual among well bred 


perſons; they bowed with a graceful ſimper to 
a lady who ſneezed, mutually preſented each 


other with ſnuff, ſhook their heads and changed 
their poſture at proper intervals, aſked ſome 


queſtions which tended to produce a more minute 


detail of ſuch circumſtances of horror as had been 
| lightly touched, and having -at laſt remarked 
that the Roman patriot regretted the brave could 
die but once, the converſation ſoon became 
general, and a motion was made to divide into 
parties at whift. But juſt as they were about to 


comply, the gentleman again engaged their at- 
tention. I forgot, ſaid he, to relate one parti- 


cular which, however, deſerves to be remem- 
dered. 


8 ? Ing n 7 hn, 
> Ct a nk rod, 
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bered. The captain of a company, whoſe name 
I cannot now recollect, had, juſt before his 

corps was ordered to embark, married a young 
lady to whom he had been long tenderly at- 


tached, and who, contrary to the advice of all 


her n and the expoſtulations perſuaſion and 


entreaty of her huſband, inſiſted to go abroad 


with him, and ſhare his fortune at all events. If 


he ſhould be wounded, ſne ſaid that ſhe might 


haſten his recovery, and alleviate his pain, by 
ſuch attendance as ſtrangers cannot be hired to 
pay ; if he ſhould be taken priſoner, ſhe might, 
perhaps, be permitted to ſhorten the tedious. 
hours of captivity which ſolitude would protra&t ; 


and if he ſhould die, that it would be better for 


her to know it with certainty and ſpeed, than to 


wait at a diſtance in anxiety and ſuſpenſe, tor- 
| mented by doubtful and contradictory reports, 
and at laſt believing it poſhble, that if ſhe had 
been preſent, her aſſiduity and tenderneſs might 


* 


have preſerved his life. The captain, though | 
he was not convinced by her reaſoning, was yet 
overcome by the importunate eloquence of her 
love ; he conſented to her wee and they em- 


barked together. 
THE head quarters of the Duke of Gunn 


land were at Bruffocl, from whence they re- 


moved the evening before the battle to Monbray, 


a lage. within e ſhot of the * | 
lines, 
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lines, where the captain, who commanded in 
- the left wing, was encamped. 


_FHre1R parting in the morning was ſhort. 


She looked after him, till he could no longer 
be . diſtinguiſhed from others ; and as ſoon as 


the firing began, ſhe went back pale and trem- 


bling, and fate down expecting the event in an 
agony of impatience anxiety and terror. She 


foon learned from ſtragglers and fugitives, that 
the ſlaughter was dreadful, and the victory hope- 
leſs: She did not, however, yet deſpair ; ſhe 
hoped, that'the captain might return among the 
few that ſhould remain : but ſoon after the re- 
treat, this hope was cut off, and ſhe was in- 


formed that he fell in the firſt charge, and was 


left among the dead. She was reſtrained by 
thoſe about her, from ruſhing in the phrenzy of 
deſperation to the field of battle, of which the 


enemy was ſtill poſſeſſed: but the tumult of her 


mind having abated, and her grief become more 


calm during the night, ſhe ordered a ſervant to 


attend her at break of day ; and as leave had 


been given to bury the dead, ſhe went herſelf to | 
ſeek the remains of her huſband, that ſhe might 


honour them with the laſt rites, and pour the 


tears of conjugal affection upon his grave. They 
wandered about among the dying and the dead, 
gazing on every diftorted countenance, and 
lookin 8 round with irreſolution and amazement 


on 
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on a ſcene, which thoſe who ſtripped had left 


tenfold more a fight of horror than thoſe who 


had ſlain. From this fight ſhe was at laſt turn- 


ing with confuſion and deſpair ; but was ſtopped 


by the cries of a favourite ſpaniel, who had fol- 
lowed her without being perceived. He was 
ſtanding at ſome diſtance in the field; and the 


moment ſhe ſaw him, ſhe conceived the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurance that he had found his maſter. She 


haſted inftantly to the place, without regarding 
any other object; and ſtooping over the corpſe by _ 


which he ſtood, ſhe found it fo disfigured with 


wounds and beſmeared with blood, that the + 


features were not to be known: but as the was 
weeping in the anguiſh of ſuſpenſe, ſhe diſco- 


vered hanging on the wriſt the remains of a ruffle, - 


round which there was a ſlight border of her own 
work. Thus ſuddenly to have diſcovered, and 
in ſuch dreadful circumſtances, that which ſhe 


had ſought, quite overwhelmed. her, and ſhe 
ſunk down on the body. By the aſſiſtance of 


the ſervant, ſhe was recovered to ſenſibility, but 


not to reaſon ; ſhe was ſeized at once with con- 
vulſions and AE wi : and a few hours after ſhe 


was carried back to the village ſhe expired, 


Tos, who had heard the fate of whole 
| 1 without pity, and the loſs of a battle, 


by which their country would probably ſuffer 
irreparable damage, without concern; liſtened 


to 


i 
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to a tale of private diſtreſs with uninterrupted at- 
tention. All regard to each other was for a 
while ſuſpended ; tears by degrees overflowed 
every eye, and every boſom became fuſceptible 
of pity but the whole circle pauſed with evident 
| regret, when the narrative was at an end; :” and © 
would have been glad, that ſuch another could 
have been told, to continue their entertainment. 
Such was the BentvoLtNnce of Pity | But a 
lady who had taken the opportunity of a very 
flight acquaintance to ſatisfy her curioſity, was 
touched with much deeper diſtreſs; and fainting 
in the ſtruggle to conceal the emotions of her 
mind, fell back in her chair; an accident which | 
was not ſooner diſcovered, becauſe every eye had 
been fixed upon the ſpeaker, and all attention 
monopolized by the ſtory. Every one, how- 
ever, was ready to afford her aſſiſtance; and it 
Was ſoon diſcovered, that ſhe was mother to the 
E Iady whoſe diſtreſs had afforded ſo much vir- 
tuous pleaſure to the company. It was not poſ- 
ſible to tell her another ſtory, which would re- 
vive the ſame ſenſations; and if it had, the 


„ worll could not have bribed her to have heard 


it, Her affection to the ſufferer was too ſtrong, 
to permit her, on this occaſion, to enjoy the 

luxury of Pity, and applaud her benevolence 
for ſenſations which ſhewed its defects. It 


would, indeed, be happy for us, if we were to 
3 exiſt 
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exiſt only in this ſtate of imperfection, that a 
greater ſhare of ſenſibility is not allowed us; 
but if the mole, in the kindnefs of UNERRING 
Wispou, is permitted ſcarce to diſtinguiſh 
light from darkneſs, the mole ſhould not, 
ſurely, be praiſed for the perſpicacity of its ſight. 
LEr us diſtinguiſh that 'malignity, which 
others confound with BENEVOLENCE, and ap- 
plaud as VIRTUE : let that imperfection of na- 
ture, which is adapted to an imperfect tate, 
teach us humility ; and fix our dependance upon 
Him, who has promiſed to “ create in us a new 
„ heart and a right ſpirit;“ and to receive us to 


that place, where our love of others, however 
ardent, can only increaſe our felicity ; becauſe, 
in that place, there will be no object, but ſuch - 


as PERFECT BENEVOLENCE can contempiatg 
with delight. 


% 


Nuts. 
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"Nouns. 111. TutsDay, November 27, 1753. 
—Qnæ non fecimus ipſi, 5 
Vix ea naſtra voco. a Ov. 


The deeds of long deſcended anceſtors 


Are but by grace of imputation ours. 
DRY DEN. 


H E evils inſeparably annexed to the preſent 
condition of man, are ſo numerous and 
afffictive, that it has. been, from age to age, the 
taſk of ſome to bewail, and of orhers to ſolace - 
them: and he, therefore, will be in danger of 
ene a common enemy, who ſhall attempt to 
epreclate the few pleaſures and felicities which 


nature has allowed us. 
VET I will confeſs, that I have ſometimes 


employed my thoughts in examining the pre- 
tenſions that are made to happineſs, by the ſplen- 
did and envied conditions of life; and have not 
thought the hour unprofitably ſpent, when I have 
detected the impoſture of counterfeit advantages, 
and found diſquiet lurking under falſe appearances 
of gayety and greatneſs. : 
II is aſſerted by a tragic poet, that « eft miſer 
cc nemo niſi comparatus, no man is miſerable, 
« but as he is compared with others happier than 


6c mas * this poſition is not ſtrictly and 
| Philo- 
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philoſophically true. He might have ſaid, with 
rigorous propriety, that no man is happy, but as 
he is compared with the miſerable; for ſuch is 
the ſtate of this world, that we find in it abſolute 
miſery, but happineſs only comparative; we may 
| incur as much pain as we can poſſibly endure, 
though we can never obtain as much en as 
we might poſſibly enjoy. 
Yer it is certain likewiſe, that many of our 
miſeries are merely comparative: we are often 
made unhappy, not by the preſence of any real 
evil, but by the abſence of ſome fictitious good; 
of ſomething which is not required by any real 
want of nature, which has not im itſelf any 
power of gratification, and which neither reaſon” 
nor fancy would have prompted us to wiſh, did 
we not ſee it in the poſſeſſion of others. . 
Fo a mind diſeaſed with vain longings after : 
een advantages, no medicine can be pre- 
ſcribed, but an impartial enquiry into the real 
worth of that which is ſo ardently deſired. It is 
well known, how much the mind, as well as 
the eye, is deceived by diſtance; and, perhaps, 
it will be found, that of many imagined bleſſings 
it may be doubted, whether he that wants or 
poſſeſſes them has more reaſon to by ſatisfied with _ 
his lot. 
_ THe dignity of high birth and _ n e i 
no man, to whom nature has denied it, can confer 
| upon 


\ ” 
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upon himſelf; and, therefore, it deſerves to be 
conſidered, whether the want of that which can 
never be gained, may not eaſily be endured. - It 
is true, that if we conſider the triumph and de- 
light with which moſt of thoſe recount their an- 
ceſtors who have anceſtors to recount, and the 
artifices by which ſome who have rifen to unex- 
pected fortune endeavour to infert themſelves into 
an honourable ſtem, we ſhall be inclined to 
fancy, that wiſdom or virtue may be had by in- 
heritance, or that all the excellencies of a line 
of progenitors are accumulated on their de- 

_ fcendant. Reaſon, indeed, will ſoon inform us, 
that our eſtimation of birth is arbitrary and ca- 
pricious, and that dead anceſtors can have no in- 
fluence but upon imagination: let it then be ex- 
amined, whether one dream may not operate in 
the place of another; whether he that owes no- 
thing to fore-fathers, may not receive equal 
pleaſure from the conſciouſneſs of owing all to 
himſelf; whether he may not, with a little me- 
ditation, find it more honourable to found than to 
continue a family, and to gain dignity than 
tranſmit it; whether, if he receives no dignity 


|  froni the virtues of his family, he does not like- 


wiſe eſcape the danger of being diſgraced by their 
crimes; and whether he that brings a new name 


into the world, has not the convenience of 


Praying the game-of life without a ſtake, an op- 
Fortunity 


No. 111. The ADVENTURER. 43 
portunity of winning much though he has no- 
thing to loſe. 
, THERE is another opinion concerning 1 | 
neſs, which approaches much more nearly to uni- 
verſality, but which may, perhaps, with equal rea- 
ſon, be diſputed. The pretenſions to anceſtral ho- 
nours many of the ſons of earth eaſily ſee to be ill- 
grounded]; but all agree to celebrate the advantage 
of hereditary riches, and to conſider thoſe as the 
minions of fortune, who are wealthy from their 
cradles, whoſe eſtate is “res non parta labore 
<« ſed relicta, „ the acquiſition of another, not 
of themſelves;” and whom a father's induſtry - 
has diſpenſed from a laborious attention to arts or 
commerce, and left at liberty to diſpofe of life as 
fancy ſhall direct them. 
I x every man were wiſe and virtuous, cabs 
to diſcern the beſt uſe of time, and reſolute to 
praQiſe it; it might be granted, I think, without 
| heſitation, that total liberty would be a blefling; 
and that it would be deſirable to be left at large 
to the exerciſe of religious and ſocial duties, with- 


out the interruption of importunate avocations. 
Bur fince felicity is relative, and that which 


is the means of happineſs to one man may be to 
another the cauſe of miſery, we are to conſider, 


what ſtate is beſt adapted to human nature in its 
preſent degeneracy and frailty. And, ſurely, to 
_ the greater number! it is highly expedient, that 
2 bo they 
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they ſhould by ſome ſettled ſcheme of duties be 
reſcued from the tyranny of caprice, that they 
ſhould be driven on by neceſſity through the paths 
of life with their attention confined to a ſtated 
taſk, that they may be leſs at leiſure to deviate 
into miſchief at the call of folly. | | 
Wren we obſerve the lives of thoſe whom an 
ample inheritance has Jet looſe to their own di- 
rection, what do we diſcever that can excite our 
_ envy? Their time ſeems not to paſs with much 
applauſe from others, or ſatisfaction to them- 
ſelves: many ſquander their exuberance of for- 
tune in luxury and debauchery, and have no other 
uſe of money than to inflame their paſſions, and 
riot in a wider range of licentiouſheſs; others, leſs 
criminal indeed, but, ſurely, not much to be 
Praiſed, lie down to ſleep: and riſe up to trifle, 

are employed every morning in finding expedients 
to rid themſelves of the day, chaſe pleaſure 
through all the places of public reſort, fly from 
N to Bath and from Bath to London, 
without any other reaſon for changing place, 
but that they go in queſt of company as idle and 
as vagrant as themſelves, always endeavouring to 
raiſe ſome new deſire that they may have ſome- 
thing to perſue, to rekindle ſome hope which 
they know will be diſappointed, changing one a- 
muſement for another which a few months will 


make Pegually . or ſinking into languor and 
diſeaſe 


1 


Fl 


diſeaſe for want of ſomething to actuate their 


bodies or exhilarate their minds. 


 WHoEveER has frequented thoſe places, where 
idlers aſſemble to eſcape from ſolitude, knaws 
that this is generally the ſtate of the wealthy; 


and from this ſtate it is no great hardſhip to be 
debarred. No man can be happy in total idle- 


neſs : he that ſhould be condemned to lie torpid 
and motionleſs, would fly for recreation,” 
ſays SoUTH, to the mines and the gallies ;” 
and it is well, when nature or fortune find em- 
ployment for thoſe, who would not have Kon | 
how to procure it for themſelves. 

He, whoſe mind is engaged by the acquifieiien 
or improvement of a fortune, not only eſcapes _ 


the inſipidity of indifference, and the tediouſneſs 


of inactiviy, but gains enjoyments wholly un- 


known to thoſe, who live lazily on the toil of 


others; for life affords no higher pleaſure, than 


that of ſurmounting difficulties, paſſing from 


one ſtep of ſucceſs to another, forming ne- 
wiſhes and ſeeing them gratified. He that la- 
bours in any great or laudable undertaking, has 
his fatigues firſt ſupported by hope, and aſter- 
wards rewarded by joy; he is always moving 


to a certain end, and when he has attained it, 


an end more diſtant invites him to a new perſuit. 
Ir does not, indeed, always happen, that 


3 is fortunate: the wiſeſt ſchemes are 


broken 


\ 5 
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broken by unexpected accidents; the moſt con- 
ſtant perſeverance fometimes toils through life 
without a recompence; but labour, though un 
ſucceſsful, is more eligible than idleneſs : he 
that proſecutes a lawful purpoſe by lawful means, 
acts always with the approbation of his own 

| reaſon ; he is animated through the courſe of his 
endeavours by an expectation which, though not 
certain, he knows to be juſt ; and is at laſt com- 
forted in his diſappointment, by the conſciouſneſs 
' that he has not failed by his own fault. 

THrar kind of life is moſt happy which af- 
fords us moſt opportunities of gaining our own 
eſteem; and what can any man infer in his own _ 
favour from a condition to which, however pro- 
ſperous, he contributed nothing, and which the 
vileſt and weakeſt of the ſpecies would have ob- 
tained by the ſame right, had he happened to be 

the ſon of the ſame father? 

To ftrive with difficulties, and to conquer 
them, is the higheſt human, felicity ; the next, 
1s to ſtrive, and deſerve to conquer: but he 
whoſe life has paſſed without a conteſt, and who 
can boaſt neither ſucceſs nor merit, can ſurvey 
himſelf only as a uſeleſs filler of exiſtence ; and 
if he is content with his own character, muſt 
owe his ſatisfaction to inſenſibility. 

Tus it appears that the ſatyriſt adviſed 

rightly, when he directed us to reſign ourſelves 
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to the hands of HEAVEN, and to leave to ſupe- 
rior powers the determination of our lot: 


Permittes ipſi expendere Numinibus, quid © 
 Comveniat nobis, rebuſque fit utile noftris: 
Carior eft illis homo quam Ji = 


Intruſt thy fortune to the pow'rs above 4 
Leave them to manage for thee, and to grant 
What their unerring wiſdom ſees thee want. \ 
In goodneſs as in oreatneſs they excell, 
Ah! that we lov'd ourſelyes but half ſo well. 

| DavpeN. 0 


WIAx ſtate of life admits moſt happineſs is 
- uncertain ; but that uncertainty ought to repreſs 

the petulance of compariſon, and filence the 
murmurs of Aiſcotend 


BY 


2 


BE 


 Noms. 
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. Peng garrula lingua Audit, 0 vaD. 
Such was the fate of vain loquacity. 


TO the ADYENTURER, 


STR, 


\O. be courteous to all, * familiar with 

few, is a maxim which I once deſpiſed, as 
originally proceeding from a mean and contracted 
mind, the frigid caution of weakneſs and timidity. 
A tame and indiſcriminate civility-I imputed to a 
_ dread of the contempt or the petulance of others, 
to fears from which the wit and the gentleman 


* 


are exempted by a conſciouſneſs of their own dig- 
nity, by their power to repreſs inſolence and 
| filence ridicule; and a general ſhyneſs and reſerve 
I conſidered as the reproach of our country, as 
the effect of an illiberal education, by which 
neither a polite addreſs, an eaſy confidence, or * 
general acquaintance with public life, is to be 
acquired. This opinion, which continued to 
Matter the levity and pride that produced it, was 
ſtrengthened by the example of thoſe whoſe 
manner in the diffidence of youth I wiſhed' to 
imitate, who entered a mixed company with an 
air of ſerene familiarity, accoſted every man like 
an old acquaintance, and * only of making 
x | ſport 


- 
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ſport for the reſt of any with whom their caprice 
ſhould happen to be offended, without regard 
to their age, character, or condition. 
Bor I now wiſh, that I had regulated oP 
conduct by the maxim which I deſpiſed, for I 
ſhould then have eſcaped a misfortune which 1 
can never retrieve; and the. ſenſe of which Jam 
now endeavouring to ſuſpend, by relating it to 
you as a leſſon to others, and conſidering N= 
loſs of happineſs as an acquiſition of wiſom. 


WIIIE I was in France with a travelling Ip 


tutor, I received a letter which acquainted me, 


that my father, who had been long declining, _ 


was dead; and that it was neceſſary I ſhould im- 
mediately return to England, to take poſſeſſion 
of his eſtate, which was not inconſiderable, 
though there were ere 5 eam, it to near 
half its value. 8 
Wren I 5 I cone a en which the 
old gentleman had written and directed to me 
with his own hand. It contained ſome general 
rules for my conduct, and ſome animadverſions 
upon his own : he took notice of the incumbrance 
under which he left me the paternal inheritance, 
which had deſcended through many generations; 
and expreſſed the moſt earneſt defire, that it 
might yet be tranſmitted intire to poſterity : with 
this view, he ſaid, he had negociated a mar- 
riage between me and the only daughter of his 
VOL. IV. =" "LS . 


. * das : 
— TR * "X52 
N q — — — 
4 3 - 
"5 : 


50 The ADVENTURER. No. 112. 


old friend, Sir Gro HoMesTEaAD of the 


North, an amiable young lady, whoſe alliance 
would be an honour to my family, and whoſe 
fortune | _—_ more than redeem m | 


eſtate· DP pos Mp k 7 179 


He had given ”_ ie dhighs a Faithful: account af 
his affairs, who, after having taken ſome time 


to confider the propoſal and conſult his friends, 
nad conſented to the match, upon condition that 
his daughter and I ſhould be agreeable to each 
other, and my behaviour ſhould confirm the 


character which had been given of me. My 


father added, that he hoped to have lived till 


this alliance had taken place; but as PRO vi- 


pkENcx had otherwiſe determined, he intreated, 
as his laſt requeſt, that as ſoon as my affairs ſhould 
be ſettled and decency. would permit, I would 


make Sir GEORGE” a viſit, and a nothing 


to accomplith his purpoſe. .. 


I- was touched 3 the zeal and tenderneſs 


of parental affection, Which was then directing 
me to happineſs, after the heart that felt it had 


ceaſed to beat, and the hand that expreſſed it 
was mouldering in the duſt. I had alſo ſeen the 
lady, not indeed ſince we were children; but I 
remembered that her perſon. was agreeable, and 


her temper ſweet : I did not, therefore, heſitate 
a moment, whether my father's injunction 


| ſhould be obeyed. I proceeded to ſettle his af- 
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fairs; J tock an account of his debts and cred; its, 
viſited the tenants, recovered my uſual gaiety, 
and at the end of about nine months ſet out for 
Sir GROROE“s ſeat in the North; having before 
opened an epiſtolary correſpondence, and ex- 
preſſed my impatience to poſſeſs the een | 
which my father had ſo kindly ſecured. | 775 
I I was better pleaſed to be well any; Sai 
to loll in a chariot, or be jumbled in a poſt 
chaiſe; and I knew that Sir GxoRSR Was an 
old ſportſman, a plain hearty blade, who would 
like me better in a pair of buckſkin breeches on 
ſuit and a gaudy equipage: I, therefore, ſet out 
on horſeback. nn RE one Wren * mee 
5 r ee eee night. 20 7a”, 

In the g, as Iwas ee gentle - 
man, who had juſt got on horſeback before ihe, | 
ordered his ſervant to make fome enquiry about 
the road, which 1 happened to overhear, and 
told him with great familiarity, that I was going 

the fame way, and if he pleaſed we would travel 
together: to this he conſented, with as much 
Franteviets; and as little ceremony; and I ſet 
forward, greatly delighted that 1 had als 
Mes 1 me a companion. | 

"Ws immediately entered into converſation, 
and TI ſoon found that he had been abroad: we 

. extolled the roads and the policy of France, the | 


3 5 OBE, dr 
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cities the palaces and the villas; entered into a 
critical examination of the moſt celebrated ſrats 
in England, the peculiarities of the building and 
ſituation, croſs ways, market towns, the 
poſition of inkeepers, and the ſports of field; 
topics by which we mutually recommended our- 
ſelves to each other, as we had both oppor- 
tunities to-diſcover equal knowledge, and to diſ- 
play truth with ſuch evidence as eren ne, 
Mp of opinion. E 38 in 
ArrER we had _ enn two . " 
re another gentleman, whom we ac- 
coſted with the ſame familiarity that we had uſed 
to each other; we aſked him how far he was 
going and which way, at what rate he travelled, 
where he put up, and many other queſtions of 
the ſame kind. The gentleman, who ap- 
peared to be near fifty, received our addreſs with 
great coldneſs, returned ſhort and indirect an- 
ſwers to our enquiries, and, often looking with 
great attention on us both, ſometimes put for- 
ward that he might get before us, and ſome- 
times checked his horſe that he might remain be- 
hind. But we were reſolved to diſappoint him; 
and, finding that his reſerve increaſed, and he 
was viſibly diſpleaſed, we winked at each other, 
and determined the old put ſhould afford us ſome 
| ſport. After we had rode together upon very 
ill terms more than half an hour, my companion 
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with an air of ceremonious gravity aſked him, if 
he knew any houſe upon the road where he might 
be accommodated with a wench. The gentle- 
man, who was, I believe, afraid of giving us a 
pretence to quarrel, did not reſent this inſult 
any otherwiſe than by making no reply. I then 
began to talk to my companion as if we had been 
old acquaintance, reminding him that the gentle · 
man extremely reſembled a perſon, from whom 
we had taken a girl that he was carrying to the 
bagnio, and, indeed, that his preſent reſerve 
made me ſuſpect him to be the ſame; but that 
as we were willing to aſk his pardon, we hoped 
it would be forgot, and that we ſhould: ſtill have 
the pleaſure of dining together at the next inn. 
The gentleman was ſtill filent ; but as his per- 
plexity and reſentment viſibly increaſed, he pro- 
portionably increaſed our entertainment, Which 
did not, however, laſt long, for he ſuddenly 
turned down a lane; upon which we ſet up a 
horſe laugh that continued till he was out 18 
hearing, and then perſuing our journey, 
talked of the adventure; which afforded us con · 
verſation wu merriment for hat) 1 ys "yu | 
4 t - ar : 
T nE next morning we N ah in "ths | 
evening I arrived at HomtesTE ap HALL. The 
old knight received me with great affection, and 
1 e introduced me to his daughter, 
; | Dy whom 
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attempts to diſcover the cauſe of this misfortune, 
but without ſucceſs; and one morning, when I 
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whom I now thought the fineſt woman I had 


ever ſeen. I could eaſily diſcover, that I was 


not welcome to her merely upon her father's re- 
commendation, and I enjoyed by anticipation the 
felicity which I conſidered as within my graſp. 
But the pleaſing ſcene; in which I had ſuffered 

my imagination to wander, ſuddenly diſappeared 
as by the power of enchantment : without any 


viſible motive, the beKaviour of the whole family 
was changed, my aſſiduities to the lady were 


— tu te 


Enight treated me with a cold civility, I was no 
| longer 2a party in their viſits, nor was [ willingly 


attended even by the ſervants. I made many 


had drawn Sir GEORGE into the garden by him- 
ſelf, and was about to urge him upon the ſubject, 


he prevented me by ſaying, that his promiſe to 
my father, for whom he had the higheſt regard, 
as I well knew, was conditional; that he had al- 


ways reſolved to leave his daughter a free choice; 


and-that ſhe had requeſted him to acquaint me, 

that her affections were otherwiſe engaged, and 
to entreat that I would, therefore, diſcontinue 

my addrefles. My ſurprize and concern ary 


declaration, were ſuch as left me no pow 
reply; and I ſaw Sir GzoRGt turn from me and 


* 
OT 
1 


by a > 
— 
1 
* 
. 


16e, 


go into the houſe, without making any attempt 
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to ſtop him, or to obtain a further explanation. : 


| Afterwards, indeed, I frequently expoſtulated, 


entreated, and complained ; but, perceiving that 
all was ineffectual, I took my leave, and deter- 


| mined that I would ſtill ſollicit by letter; for the 


lady had taken ſuch poſſeſſion of my heart, that 
I would joyfully have married her, though I had 
been ſure that her father would eee haue 
left all his fortune to a ſtranger. 

T MEDITATED on my epiſtolary project al the 
way to London, and before I had been three 
days i in town I wrotealong | letter taSir GEORGE, 
in which I conjured him, in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
to account for the change in bis behaviour; and 
inſiſted, that, on this occaſion, to conceal the 


truth, was in the higheſt degree diſhonour: able * 
himſelf, and i injurious to me. 


Jo this letter, after about ten days, [received 


% 2: Bate F + VF Ne: 


3 ee e's 
TT is with OY 1 that I ny the | 
. motives of my conduct, becauſe they are 
% much to your diſadvantage. The incloſed is a 


00 letter which 1 received from a worthy. gentle- 


0 


| « man in this county, and contains a full anſwer 
ce to your enquiries, which I had rathes r youſhould | 
c receive in any hand than in mine. 


* 
11 N 2 FS 
. 3 22 P F 
„ 


I am your humble, ſervant, , 


ig * GE O. HOMEST EA D. 


8 C I IAũNME- 
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7 


1 IMMEDIATELY Hp! the paper Nindoked, 
in which, with the utmoſt impatience, [ read as 
follows: 8 3 


818. 


| w_ 8 AW a pen with: yout Sail reltertay 
at the races, to whom, as I was ſoon aſter 
„informed, you intend to give your daughter, 
% Upon this occaſion, it is my indiſpenſible duty 
« to acquaint you, that if his character is to be 
x “ determined by his company, he will inevitably 
i 40 entail diſeaſes and beggery upon bis poſterity, 
Wl... 60 whatever be the merit of his wife, or the afflu- 
8 etice of his fortune. He overtook me on the 
-. Mi road from London a few weeks ago, in com- 
« pany with a wretch, who by their diſcourſe ap- 
tt peared to be his old and familiar acquaintance, - 
«< and whom I well remember to have been 
<« brought before my friend Juſtice Wok rv, 
when I was accidentally at his houſe, as the 
| ce keeper of a brothel in Covent Garden. He 
ce has ſince won a. conſiderable ſum with falſe 
"6 dice at the maſquerade, for which he was obli- 
7 ged to leave the kingdom, and is ſtill liable to 
„ a proſecution. Be aſſured that I have perfect 
66. knowledge of both; for ſome incidents, which 


it is not neceſſary t to mention, kept me near 
| | ns n 
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00 n fo e on a oP ne that] it mae . 


M ent ee 13 
| e 1 am, 81 R. yours, Pa jp 
7 2 mA 2 AES T RU EMA N.” 


T moment 1 had = this letter, po riddle 
was ſolved. T knew Mr. TRuRMAx to beithe 
gentleman, whom I had concurred with a ſtranger, 
picked up by. accident, to inſult without provoca- 
tion on the road. I was in a moment covered 
with confuſion; and though I was alone, could 
not help hiding my face with my hands. 1 ab- 
horred my folly, which appeared yet more enor- 
mous every time it v was reviewed. 1 

I coukrEp the ſociety of a ſtranger, "ane. * 

| firanger1 perſecuted with inſult: thus I affociated 
with infamy, and thus my aſſociate became * - 
known. I hoped, however, to convince Sir 
GEORGE, that I had no knowledge of the wretch, 

_ whoſe infamy I had ſhared, except that which I 
acquired from the letter of his friend. But before 
T had taken proper meaſures for my Juſtification, 
I had the mortification to hear, that the lady - 

was married to a neighbouring gentleman, who 
had long made his addreſſes, and whom Sir 
Gokox had before rejected in the ardor'« of his f 

ee for my - ee * 

; e eee D 5 Hos 


ET 
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How narrow, Mr. ADVENTURER, is the path 
of rectitude, and how much * be Joſt * * 
ne deviation! 
| I Lam hin humble "I ; 
F (SWELL US. 


WERE ES 280 eee 8 


| Nuns. 11 3. Torspar, Dae 4. 17535 


Ad humum marore gravi deducit & angit. HoR. 
. the ſad ſoul, 8 bends it down to earth. 


- __- Francis. 


NE. of the WP" remmekokle differences be- 
twixt ancient and modern tragedy, ariſes 
from the prevailing cuſtom of deſcribing only thoſe. 
diſtreſſes that are occaſioned by the paſſion of love; 
a paſſion which, from the univerſality of its do- 
. minion, may doubtleſs juſtly claim a large ſhare 
n repreſentations of human life; but which, by 
totally engroſſing the theatre, hath contributed to 
* degrade that noble ſchool of virtue into an _ 
* of effeminacy. 
WrxX RACINE perſuaded $4; ted — 
NAUID to read his PDA, Why,“ ſaid 
that ſevere critic, to his friend, 88 have you 
ce falſified the manners of en and re- 
4 preſented him in love?” „ Alaſs!” replied 
82 poet, * without that circumſtance, how 
cc would the ladies and the beaux have received 


e 


<< 'my'peice?” And it may well be imagined, 
that to gratify- fo conſiderable and important a 
part of his audience, was the powerful motive 
that induced CokNEkILLE to enervate even the 
matchleſs and affecting ſtory of Oxpirus, by the 
frigid and impertinent ids of nn 8 pal: 
ſion for Dx. eee 

© SHAKESPEARE has 9 700 us, by his ener 

Machgrn, and CxsAk, and above all by his 
LxaR, that very intereſting tragedies may be 
written, that are not founded on gallantry and 
love; fone, chat Bor RAU Was n RO he 


e eee e e rig e 
a ' Is 
4 + 


= 2 amour 4 ſenſth aca ond : ix} 
| 2 pour aller au coeur la rate ia plus fare. 15 


a Thoſe tender ſcenes that picur'd love impart, 


be. Inſure ſucceſs and beſt 890 the heart. . 


R diſtreſſes i in this tragedy are of a very u un- 
common nature, and are not touched upon by 
any other dramatic author. They are occaſioned 
by a raſh reſolution of an aged monarch of ſtrong 
paſſions and quick ſenſibility, to reſign his crown 
and to divide his kingdom amongſt his three 
daughters; the youngeſt of whom, who was his 
favourite, not anſwering his ſanguine expectations 
in expreſſions of affection to him, he for ever 
2 and endows her ſiſters with her allotted 

| Jar Ce. 
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ſhare. Their unnatural ingratitude, the intole- 


rable affronts indignities and cruelties he ſuffers 
from them, and the remorſe he feels from his 


4 nt reſignation of his power, at firſt inflame 


him with the moſt. violent rage, and by degrees 
drive him to madneſs and death. This is the out- 
line of the fable. e | 

I. &4rL confine myſelf at preſent to ter 
8 the judgment and art of the poet, in de- 
ſcribing the origin and progreſs of the diſtraction 
of LEAR; in which, I think, he has ſucceeded 
better than any other writer; even than Euzi- 
Pinks himſelf, whom Loxcinvus ſo highly com- 
mends for his daneben of the madneſs of 
OrEsTEs. 

Ir is well ood. tha 15 firſt affront . 
is offered Lear, ſhould be a propoſal from 
GOoNERILL, his eldeſt daughter, to leſſen the 
number of his knights, which muſt needs affect 


and irritate a perſon ſo jealous of his rank and the 
reſpect due to it. He is at firſt aſtoniſhed at the 
complicated impudence and ingratitude of this de- 


ſign; but quickly kindles into rage, and reſolves 


to depart inſtantly: : 
—— Darkneſs and devils |— $307 
Saddle my horſes, call my train together — 5 
Degen rate baſtard, THI not trouble thee.— 
This! 18 followed by a ſevere reflection upon his 
own folly for * reigning his crown; 3. an and a ſolemn 
; invocation 


\ 
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invocation to NATURE, to heap the moſt-hox+ 
rible curſes on the head of GoNERILL,: that her 
own offspring n me es ue. and un- 
: . e W's "PER „Ker. 
bat ſhe may feel, AY 
How ſharper than a ſerpent's tooth it is, 0 435 
1 have a thankleſs child! 6 e PIER 


Wurn A e eee 264 os 1 this - 
paſſion, LzaR anſwers, © Tl] tell thee ul | but 
imiediacidy. cries out to GO EI, In | 
Life and death! Tam abe d, 
That thou haſt power to ſhake my manhood 955. | 
32 Blaſts and fogs upon the! 

Th' untented woundings of a father 8 curſe, ; 


5 | 


Pierce ke ſenſe about thee! P4746 


He ops a little 5 ae 


_ Ha! is it come to his? ? 
| Let it be ſo! 1 have another daughter, 
Who, I am ſure, is kind and comfortable. 
When ſhe ſhall hear this of thee, with her nails 
Shen flea thy wolfiſh wage — _ — 


He was, however, min; for che firſt obj ect 
he encounters in the caſtle of the Earl of Gba. 
ceſter, whither he fled to meet his other daughter, 
yas his ſervant i in the Rocks; from whence he 
1 | IL es, © 


* 


| 
14 
| 
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Death on 257 due! Whirefore | 
Should he fit „ 3 
He adds immediately afterwards, 
O me, my heart my riſing heart but down. 


By which ſingle line, the inexpreſſible anguiſh of 
his mind, and the dreadful confli of oppoſite 


paſſions with which it is agitated, are more forci- 
bly expreſſed, than by the long and laboured 


| ſpeech, enumerating the cauſes of his anguiſh, 


that Rowe and other modern tragic writers 
would certainly have put into his mouth. But, 
NATURE, SOPHQCLEsS, and SHAKESPEARE, re- 


preſent the feelings of the heart in a different 


manner; by a broken of. es a tort exclamation, 


a word, ET IO.” 


They W not, "mid 12/906 ſighs and 
groans, _ 
.. Deſcriptions gay, or ein Co ons, 
No flowery far- fetch d e their ſcenes 
admit; 
- Ill ſuits conceit with paſſion, woe > with wit. 
Here paſſion prompts each = oats 
ſpeech; | 
Or ee paints what words can never reach. 
When 
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When Joc As rA, in SOPHOCLEsS, has diſcovered 
that Oxpievs was the murderer of her huſband, 
ſhe immediately leaves the. ſtage; but in Cor- 
-NEILLE and DRYDEN, ſhe continues on it during 
a whole ſcene, to bewail her deſtiny in ſet 
ſpeeches. I ſhould be guilty of inſenſibility and 
injuſtice, if I did not take this occaſion to ac- 
knowledge, that I have been more moved and 
delighted, by hearing this ſingle line ſpoken by 
the only actor of the age who underſtands and 

reliſhes theſe little touches of nature, and there- 
fore the only one qualified to perſonate this moſt 
difficult character of Lx AR, than by the moſt 
pompous declaimer of the moſt i h 
in Caro or TAMERLANE. 


Ix the next ſcene, the old 1 appears in a 
very diſtreſsful ſituation. He informs RzGan, 


whom he believes to be ſtill actuated by filial - 


tenderneſs, of the cruelties he had ſuffered from 
her ſiſter GONERILL, in very pathetic terms : 
10), ———— Beloved Regan, 
= Thy ſiſter's naught. -O Regan! ſhe hathtied 
- - Sharp-tooth'd unkindnef. like a vulture, here. 
I ſcarce can ſpeak to thee—thoul't not believe, 
With how deprav'd a quality O Regan 


It is a ſtroke of wonderful art in the poet to re- 
preſent him incapable of ſpecifying the particular 

ill Mg.) he __ received, and breaking off thus 

2. I F — Ys» 


bh 
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abruptly, as if his voice was Choaked 12 an er- 
neſs and reſentment. : 15 
WIEEN REGAN. counſels him to alk het OY 
. he falls on his knees with a very 
ſtriking kind of irony; and aſks her how ſuch | 
| ſupplicating language as this becometh him; 5 


Dear daughter, 1 confeſs that I am old; 8 34 
Age i is unneceſſary : on my knees I des, = 
| That you'll vouchſafe me raiment, bed, and 8 
ee, | 


. 1 


——— 4 =, — 


2M But being again exhorted to ſue for reconciliation, 
the advice wounds him to the quick, and forces 
him into execrations againſt GONERILL, which, | 
| though they chill the foul with horror, are yet 
well ſuited to the impetuoſity of his e | 
She hath abated me of half my train; 
Look'd black Noe? me; Kuen me N her 
--: eongue, 
Moſt ſerpentlike, upon the very heart. 
All the ſtor'd vengeances of heaven fall 
On her ungrateful top ! Strike her e bones, 
Ve taking airs, with lameneſs !_ — 
Le nimble lightnings, dart care blind! ing flames 
Into her ſcornful eyes 


The wretched king, little imepicing that he'is to 
= be * from nne _ ods N 8 mo- 
— 'Tis 


. 
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Tis not in thee - apes 5 
T 0 grudge my pleaſures, to cut t off n my train, | 
To bandy haſty words, to ſcant my ſizes,— 
Thou better know ft 

The offices of nature, bond of childhood 
Thy half o'th* kingdom thou haſt not forgot, 
Wherein I thee endow'd — _ 


+ 7% 2. 
. b © 4» 


That the hopes he had conceived of tender uſage | 
from REOAN ſhould be deceived, heightens his 
diſtreſs to a great degree. Vet it is ſtill aggra- 

vated and increaſed, by the ſudden appearance 
of GoNERILL; upon. the unexpected "Hght, of 8 
whom he exclaims ; z 2, 


- Who comes here ? 0 heav ns! ;! 

If you do love old men, if your ſweet ſway 

Allow obedience, if yourſelves are old, 

Make it your e ſend down and take my 
part! e eee od 


8 a 2 
4 8 4 Wy 3 by 


.. 


This adde is urely etc beyond expreſſion; * 
it is ſcarce enough to ſpeak of it in the cold terms 
of criticiſm. There follows a queſtion to Go- 
NERILL, that J have never read without tears; 


Ar t not aſham'd to look upon this beard ? 

| „ CLASS: ANT CRET - FEES So. "BE. ASE 2 5 2s: ro of $ * 

T EIS ſcene abounds "with many 88 ble W of 
paſſion; or rather conflicts of very different paſ- 
ſions. The inhuman daughters urge him in vain 


; by 
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by all the ſophiſtical and unfilial arguments they 
were miſtreſſes of, to diminiſh the number of his 
train. He anſwers them by only four poignant 
n MA ee e 

| I gave. you all! 11 


When RA at laſt conſents to receive him, 
but without any attendants, for that he might he 
ſerved by her own domeſtics, he can no longer 
contain his diſappointment and rage. Firſt he 
appeals to the heavens, and points out to them 
2 ſpectacle that is indeed inimitably affecting; $ 
| You ſee me here, you Gods! a poor old man, 
As full of grief as age, wretched in both: 
If it be you that ſtir theſe daughters hearts 
Againſt their father, fool me not ſo me. 
10 bear ET |. SE oh on kk vow 


The rn he addreſſes GonsRILL and Re- 
GAN in the ſevereſt terms and with the bittereſt | 


threats: 


5 No, you 8 3 
* all have ſuch revenges on you bot : 
That all the world ſhall — 1 will do ſuch 
things 

What they are yet, 1 know not —— 


Nothing occurs to his 554 ſevere enough for 
them to ſuffer, or him to n His paffion 


riſes -/ 
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a riſes to a height that deprives him of orticnlarign. 
He tells them that he will fubdue his ſor- 
row, though almoſt irreſiſtible ; and that they 
wall r not t triumph over his weakneſs : 1 - 


You think I'll weep! 
No! Tn not weep; ; Thave full cauſe of weep⸗ | 


7 3 iN and y PP 
But this heart ſhall] ha into a ehe fa, 
Or ger Pl we — 8 

He concludes, 3 


. 


| which ; 18. an artful anticipation, that judicioblly | 
prepares us for the dreadful event that 1 is to fol | 
low i in 5 eee 
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Nous, 1 114. Serun par, js. . 3753: 


8 gperar infs huis, metuit fecundis, | 
Alteram fortem bene præparatum 

. PHectus.— 10 
Whoe' er enj 5 . been 

With VirTuEe's tranquil wiſdom, Few am 11 

With hope the gloomy hour can chear, 

And temper a with a 


Hon. 


'F Ancien 


Aur . , ? "+ : 
> x 1 2 5 + * 
* < 


IE 


LME x, Ps Derviſe, 1 rt part ey the 

ſacred lamp i in the ſepulchre of the PRo- 

| PHET, as he one day roſe up from the devotions 
of the morning, which he had performed at the 
gate of the temple with his body turned towards 
the eaſt and his forehead on the earth, ſaw before 
him a man in ſplendid apparel attended by a long 
retinue, who gazed ſtedfaſtly at him with a look 
of mournful complacence, and ſeemed deſirous 
to ſpeak, but unwilling to offend. bt 

TukE DERvISsE, after a ſhort ſilence, ad- 
vanced, and ſaluting him with the calm dignity 
which independance confers upon humility, re- 
queſted that he would reveal his purpoſe. 

„ ALMeT,” faid the ſtranger, thou ſeeſt be- 
ce fore thee a man, whom the hand of proſperity 
, has overwhelmed with wretchedneſs. W hat- 

2 “ ever 
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< ever I once deſired as the means of happineſs, 
. I now poſſeſs; but I am not yet happy, and 
< therefore I deſpair. I regret the lapſe of 
time, becauſe it glides away without enjoy- 
« ment; and as I expect nothing in the future 
cc but the vanities of the paſt, I do not wiſh that 
< the future ſhould arrive. Yet I tremble leſt it 
& ſhould be cut off; and my heart ſinks when I 
e anticipate the moment, in which eternity ſhall 
* cloſe over the vacuity of my life like the ſea 
<c upon the path of a ſhip, and leaye no traces of 
« 1 my exiſtence more durable than the furrow 
« which remains after the waves have united. 
< Tf in the treaſuries of thy wiſdom, there is any 
e precept to obtain felicity, vouchſafe it to me: 
e for this purpofe I am come; a purpoſe which 
<< yet I feared to reveal, leſt like all the former 
cc jt ſhould be diſappointed.” ALMET liſtened, 
with looks of aſtoniſhment and pity, to this 
complaint of a being, i in whom reaſon was known - 
to be a pledge of immortality : but the ſerenity 
of his countenance ſoon returned; and, ftretching 
out his hand towards Heaven, © Stranger,” faid 
he, the knowledge which I have received from 
ce the PROPHET, I will communicate to thee.” 
As J was ſitting one evening at the porch of 
the temple penſive and alone, mine eye wan- 
dered among the multitude that was ſcattered 
before me; and while I remarked the wearinelſs 


* 
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13 and ſollicitude which was viſible in every coun- 
1 B tenance, I was ſuddenly ſtruck with a ſenſe of 
their condition. Wretched mortals, ſaid I, to 
what purpoſe are ye buſy? if to produce hap- 
pineſs, by whom is it enjoyed? Do the linnens 
of Egypt, and the ſilks of Perſia, beſtow felicity 
on thoſe who wear them, equal to the wretch- 
edneſs of yonder ſlaves whom I ſee leading the 
camels that bring them? Is the fineneſs of the 
texture, or the ſplendor of the tints, regarded 
with delight by thoſe, to whom cuſtom: has ren- 
dered them familiar? or can the power of habit 
render others inſenſible of pain, who live only 
to traverſe the deſart; a ſcene of dreadful uni- 
formity, where a barren level is bounded only by 
the horizon; where no change of proſpect, or 
variety of images, relieves the traveller from a 
ſenſe of toil and danger, of whirlwinds which 
in a moment may bury him in the ſand, and 
of thirſt which the wealthy have given half 
their poſſeſſions to allay? Do thoſe on whom 
hereditary diamonds ſparkle with unregarded 
Juſtre, gain from the poſſeſſion, what is loſt 
by the wretch who ſeeks them in the mine; 
who lives excluded from the common bounties 
of nature; to whom even the viciſſitude of day 
and night is not known; who ſighs in perpetual 
darkneſs, and whoſe life is one mournful alter- 
i native of inſenſibility and labour? If thoſe are not 
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happy who poſſeſs, in proportion as thoſe are 
wretched who beſtow, how vain a dream is the- 

life of man! and if there is, indeed, ſuch dif- 
ference in the value of exiſtence, how ſhall we 
acquit of partiality, the hand by which this dif- 


ference has been made? 
WrHiLE my thoughts thus multiplied, 


my heart burned within me, I became ſen- 

'The 
ſtreets and the crouds of Mecca diſappeared; I 

found myſelf fitting on the declivity of a moun- 

tain, and perceived at my right-hand an angel, 

whom I knew to be AzoRan the miniſter of 
reproof. When I ſaw him, I was afraid. I 

caſt mine eye upon the ground, and was about 

to deprecate his anger, when he commanded 

me to be ſilent. ALMeT,” ſaid he, © thou 

* haſt devoted thy life to meditation, that thy | 

ce counſel might deliver ignorance from the £Y 
ce mazes of error, and deter preſumption from 
<< the precipice of guilt; but.the book of nature 
thou haſt read without underſtanding: it is 
“ again open before thee ; ; ook abs Kane it 


ſible of a ſudden influence from above. 


«© and be wiſe.” 


I LookED up, and beheld an edo beau- 
tiful as the gardens of Paradiſe, but of a ſmall 
extent. Through the middle, there was a green 
walk; at the end, a wild deſart; and beyond, 
impenetrable darkneſs. The walk Was ſhaded | 


— 


* 
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with trees of every kind, that were covered at 
once with bloſſoms and fruit; innumerable birds 
were ſinging in the branches; the graſs was in- 
termingled with flowers, which impregnated 
the brezee with fragrance, and painted - the path 
with beauty: on one fide flowed a. gentle 
tranſparent ſtream, which was juſt heard to 
murmur over the golden ſands that ſparkled at 
the bottom; and on the other were Walks and 
bowers, fountains grottos and caſcades, which 
diverſified the ſcene- with endleſs variety, but 
did not conceal the bounds. 

WW·ůiIE I was gazing, ina tranſpent of delight 
and wonder on this enchanting ſpot, I perceived 
2 man ſtealing along the walk with a thoughtful 
and deliberate pace: his eyes were fixed upon 
the earth, and his arms croſſed on his boſom; 
he ſometimes ſtarted, as if a ſudden pang had 
ſeized him; his countenance expreſſed ſollicitude 
and terror ; he looked round with a ſigh, and 
having gazed a moment on the defart that lay 
belgre him, he ſeemed as if he wiſhed to ſtop, 
but was impelled forward by ſome inviſible | 
power : his features, however, ſoon ſettled again 
into a calm melancholy ; his eye was again fixed 
on the ground ; and he went on, as before, with 
apparent reluctance, but without emotion. I 
was ſtruck with this appearance; and turning 


hHaſtily to the ANGEL, was 3 to enquire, 
EN what 
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what could produce ſuch infelicity in a being, 
ſurrounded with every object that could gratify 
every ſenſe; but he prevented my requeſt: 
The book of nature,” ſaid he, is before 
e thee; look up, conſider it and be wiſe.” 1 
looked, and beheld a valley between two moun- 
tains that were craggy and barren ;. on the path 
there was no .verdure, and- the mountains af- 
forded no ſhade ; 3 the ſun burned in the Zenith, 
and every. ſpring was dried up; but the valley 
terminated in a country that, was pleaſant and 
fertile, ſhaded with woods, and adorned with 
buildings. At a ſecond. view, I. diſcovered a 
man in this valley, meagre indeed and naked, 
but his countenance was chearful, and his de- 
portment active: he kept his eye fixed upon the 
country before him, and looked as if he would 
have run, but that he was reſtrained, as. the 
other had been impelled, by. ſome ſecret, in- 
fluence : ſometimes, indeed, I perceived a 
ſudden expreſſion of pain, and ſometimes he 
ſtepped ſhort as if his foot was pierced by the aſ- - 
perities of the way; but the ſprightlineſs of 
his countenance inſtantly returned, and he 
preſſed forward without nee of repining 
or complaint. 


I TuRNED: again toward the AnGeL, it im- 
patient to enquire from what ſecret ſource happi- 
neſs was derived, in a fituation ſo different from 
VOL. IV. J chat 
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that in which it might have been exepRed ; but 
he again prevented my requeſt: * ALMET,“ 
ſaid he, remember what thou haſt ſeen, and 


<< let this memorial be written upon the tablets 


0 of thy heart. Remember, ALMET, that the 
e world in which thou art placed, is but theroad 


& to another; and that happineſs depends not 
95 upon the path, but the end: the value of this 


< period of thy exiftence, is fixed by hope and 


cc fear. The wretch who wiſhed to linger i in 


«the garden, who looked round upon its limits 


dc with terror, was deſtitute of enjoyment, be- 


44 cauſe he was deſtitute of hope, and was per- 


tc petually tormented by the dread of loſing that 
c which yet he did not enjoy: the ſong of the 


c birds had been repeated till it was not heard, 


. and the flowers had ſo often recurred that 
ce their bea 


y was not ſeen; the river glided by 
K unnoticed; and he feared to lift his eye to the 
cc proſpect, leſt he ſhould behold the waſte that 

"<6 circumſcribed it. But he that toiled through 


"66 the valley was happy, becauſe he looked for- 


40 ward with hope. Thus, to the ſojourner 
cc upon earth, it is of little moment, whether 
tc the path he treads be ſtrewed with flowers or 


8“ with thorns, if he perceives himſelf to ap- 
40 proach thoſe regions, in compariſon of which 


0 8 1 rem and the flowers of this wilderneſs 
18 dc. 
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<- loſe their diſtinction, and are both alike im 


6 potent to give pleaſure or pain. 
„ War then has ETERNAL, Wisposd une 


« qually diſtributed 5 That which can make 


« every ſtation happy, and without which every 


ce ſtation muſt be wretched, is acquired - - by 


% VirTuE; and VIRTUE is poffible to all. 


68 Remember, ALMET, the viſion which thou 


FE 


but go thy way, let thy flock cloath the naked, 


« haſt ſeen; and let my words be written on the 


« tablet of thy heart, that thou may ſt dire& the 


« wanderer to happineſs, * and Jan” GOD ta 
« men.“ 

WIIIE the voice of AzoR AN nn und- | 
ing i in my ear, the proſpect vaniſhed from before 
me, and I found myſelf again ſitting at the porch 


of the temple. The ſun was gone down, the 
multitude was retired to reſt, and the folemn 
quiet of midnight concurred with the reſolution 


of my doubts to ee, the awe f of my 


mind. 
Sven, my x was the viſian which the 


PROPBET vouchſafed me, not for my ſake only 


but for thine. Thou haſt ſought felicity in 
temporal things; ; and, therefore, thou art dif- 
appointed. Let not inſtruction be loſt upon thee, 
as the ſeal of Mahoux in the well of Aris: 


and thy table feed the hungry; deliver the poor 


from oppecfion, Ang let thy converſation be 
E 2 Au 


"_ 
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ABOVE. Thus ſhalt thou << rejoice in 'Hope,” 
and look forward to the end of life as 5 the Hon⸗ | 
d of thy felicity. £14 | 
 ALMET, in whoſe breaſt devotion Kindled a8 
he ſpake, returned into the N we * 


Granger, 2 4 in Pears: 1 


4 95 - 


Nen 11 5. Tossgar, December 1 5 17 5 5 


728 cribimus ideen en. e Ho K. 


All dare to vrite, who can or cannot read. 


* H E > < tho have attentively conſidered the 
5 \ hiſtory of mankind, know that every age 
as its peculiar character. At one time, no de- 


ſire is felt but for military honours; every ſum- 
mer affords battles and ſieges, and the world:is 


filled with ravage bloodſhed and devaſtation: 


this ſanguinary fury at length ſubſides, and na- 


tions are divided into factions, by controverſies 


about points that will never be decided. 
Men then grow weary of debate and altercation, 


and apply themſelves to the arts of profit; 3 trad- 


* 


| ing companies are formed, manufactures im- 


Pes, and navigation extended; and nothing 
is . N longer e on, but the increaſe and | 
NN | preſervation 
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preſeryation of property, the artifices of get- 
ting money, and the pleaſures of ſpending it 
An preſent age, if we conſider chiefly the 
Rate of our own. country, may be ſtiled with 
great propriety THE AGE oF AUTHORS; for, 
perhaps, there never was a time, in which men 
of all degrees of ability, of every kind of edu- 
cation, of every profeſſion and employment, 
were poſting with ardour ſo general to the preis. 
The province of writing was formerly left to 
thoſe, who by ſtudy, or appearance of ſtudy, 
were ſuppoſed to have gained knowledge un- 
attainable by the buſy part of mankind; but in | 
theſe enlightened days, every man is qualified to 
inſtruct every other man; and he that beats the 
anvil, or guides the plough, not contented with 4 
ſupplying” corporal neceſſities, amuſes | himſelf | 
in the hours of leiſure with e —— _ 
hawk for his country men. 
Tr may be obſerved, that of this, as 6H ole 
evils; complaints have been made by every 
generation. : but though it may, perhaps, be 
true, that at all times more have been willing 
than have been able to write, yet there is no 
reaſon for believing, that the dogmatical legions 
of the preſent race were ever equalled in number 
by any former period; for ſo widely'i is ſpread the 
itch of literary praiſe, that almoſt every man is 
. i either 1 in act or in purpoſe; has either 
„„ beſtowed 
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beſtowed his favours on the public, or with-holds 
them, that they may be more ſeaſonably of- 
ſered, or made more worthy of acceptance. 
Ix former times, the pen, like the ſword, 
was conſidered as conſigned. by nature to the 
hands of men; the ladies contented themſelves 
with private virtues and . domeſtic excellence, 
| and a female writer, like a female warrior, was 
| conſidered as a kind of  excentric being, that 
3 deviated, however illuſtriouſly, from her due 
| ſphere of motion, and was, therefore, rather to 
| de gazed at with wonder, than. countenanced by 
imitation, But as the times paſt are ſaid to have 
ſeen a nation of Amazons, who drew the bow 
and wielded the battle-axe, formed encampments 


and waſted nations; the revolution of years has 
now produced a generation of Amazons of the 
pen, who with the ſpirit of their predeceſſors 
have ſet maſculine tyranny at defiance, aſſerted 
their claim to the regions of ſcience, and ſeem 
reſolved. to conteſt the uſurpations of virility. 

\ SOME, indeed, there are of both ſexes, who 
are authors only i in deſire, but have not yet at- 
tained the power of executing their intentions; 
whoſe: performances have not arrived at bulk 
ſufficient to form a volume, or who have not 
the confidence, however impatient of nameleſs 

obſcurity, to ſollicit openly the aſſiſtance of the 


| cares ** theſe are the innumerable cor- 
reſpondents 
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ref] pondents of publi ic papers, who are always 


offering aſſiſtance which no man will receivez 


and ſuggeſting hints that are never taken, and 
who complain loudly of the perverſneſs and ar- 
rogance of authors, lament their inſenſibility of 
their own intereſt, and fill the coffee · houſes with 
dark ſtories of performances by eminent e 
which have been offered and rejected. 

To what cauſe this univerſal 0 * 
writing can be properly aſcribed, I have not yet 
been able to diſcover. It is ſaid, that every art 
is propagated in proportion to e 
ferred upon it; a poſition from which a ſtranger 
would naturally infer, that literature was no 
bleſſed with patronage far tranſcending the can- 
dour or munificence of the Auguſtan age, that 
the road to greatneſs was open to none hut au- 
thors, and that by writing 8 riches andi. ho- 
nour were to be obtained. e 

Bur ſince it js true, that writers, like other 
competitors, are very little diſpoſed to favour 
one another, it is not to be expected, that at 2 
time, when every man writes, any man will 
patronize ; and accordingly, there is not one 
that I can recolle& at preſent, who profeſſes the 
leaſt regard for the votaries of ſcience, invites 
the add reſſes of learned men, or ſeems to hope 
fer reputation from a pen but 1 own. | > 2 


hy Tus 


fi 


2 » 
„ 


we Tus cauſe; WET 0-0 of this e con- 
ſpiracy for the deſtruction of paper, muſt remain 


à ſecret; nor can 1 diſcover, whether we owe it 


to the influences of the conſtellations, or the in- 


temperature of ſeaſons; whether the long « con- 
tinuance of the wind at any ſingle point, or in- 


toxicating vapours exhaled from the earth, have 


turned our nobles and our peaſants, our ſoldiers 
and traders, our men and women, all into wits 
e 17 opal and writers. ; 

an indeed, of more importance to 8 


dut the cure than the cauſe of this intellectual 
malady; and he would deſerve well of his coun- 
try, who, inſtead of amuſing himſelf with con- 


jectural ſpeculations, ſhould find means of per- 
; fuading the peer to inſpect his ſteward's accounts, 


or repair the rural manſion of his anceſtors, who 


could replace the tradeſman behind his counter, 
and ſend back the farmer to the mattock and the 


SR r Wg e e ee 
remedy themſelves. By the conſtitution of an- 
tient Egypt, the prieſthood was continually. in- 


<ereaſing, till at length there was no people beſide 
themſelves; the eſtabliſhment was then diſſolved, 
and the number of prieſts was reduced and li- 


mited. Thus among us, writers will, perhaps, 


be multiplied, till no readers will be found, and 


then 


+ — 1 * 
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then the ambition of ring. nec 
ceaſe. "Shen (hi "ph ER 0 Grp 

Bur as it will ha peach * e the cure is thus 
gradually effected, and the evil. ſhould be 
if it be poffble, before i it riſes. to ſo .great..a 
height; I could wiſh. that. both ſexes, would: tix 
their thoughts upon ſome ſalutary conſiderations, 
which might repreſs. their ardour for that repu- 


tation which not one of many thouſands is fated 


to obtain. | wget Diem ad 

LET it be deeply. impreſſed and FA rw 
| collected, that he who has not obtained the 
proper qualifications of an author, can have no 
excuſe for the arrogance of writing, but the 
power of imparting to mankind ſomething, ner 


ceſſury to be known, A man, uneducated or un 


lettered may ſometimes ſtart a uſeful thought, | or 
make a lucky diſcoyery, or obtain by chanc 1 
ſecret of nature, or ſome intelligence « of facts, 
of which the moſt enlightened mind may, F 
ignorant, and which it is better to reveal, though 

by a rude and unſkilful communication, than, to 
loſe for ever by ſupprefling i Kor, tic hom ns 


1 


Bur few will be juſtified by this plea; * * .of 
90 innumerable books and pamphlets that have 


overflowed the nation, ſcarce one has. made any 


addition to real knowledge, or contained more 


than a tranſpoſition of common ſentiments. and 
a repetition. of. common phraſes, Ot 
EE Ir 
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I will be naturally enquired, when the man 
who feels an inclination to write, may venture 


to ſuppoſe! himſelf properly qualified; and fince 


"Every man is inclined to think well of his own 
'intelleQ, by what teſt he may try his abilities, 
-without hazardi ing the "RY 'or n 
n public. 

Tu firſt qualification of a writer is a „ ne 
knowledge of the ſubject which he undertakes 
to treat; ſince we cannot teach what we do not 


Eno, nor can properly undertake to inftrut 


Others while we are ourſelves in want of in- 


ſtruction. The next requiſite is, that he be ma- 
ſter of the language in which he delivers his ſen- 
timents; if he treats of ſcience and demonſtration, 
that he has attained a ſtile clear, pure, nervous 


and expreflive ;-if his topics be probable and 
perſuaſory, that he be able to recommend them 
by the ſuperaddition of elegance and imagery, 


to diſplay the colours of varied diction, and 188 ; 
forth the mulic of modulated periods. | 
I, it be again enquired, upon what diticiples 
any man ſhall conclude that he wants theſe 
powers, it may be readily anſwered, that no end 


is attained but by the proper means; he only 
can rationally preſume that he underſtands a ſub- 
ject, who has read and compared the writers 
that have hitherto diſcuſſed it, familiarifed their 


| „ eee to himſelf by long metitatſon, con- 


ſulted 
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ſulted the foundations of different ſyſtems, and 
ſeparated truth from ne Au nn. 
nation. Dy 

In like manner, he only „ 

poſe that he can expreſs his thoughts, whatever ” 

they are, with perſpicuity or elegance, whoihas | 
carefully peruſed the beſt authors, accurately 
noted their diverſities of ſtile, diligently ſelected 
the beſt modes of diction, and familiariſed hoon 

by long habits of attentive practice. 1 

No man is a rhetorician or philoſopher: by. 
chance. He who knows that he undertakes to 

write on queſtions which he has never ſtudied, 

may without heſitation determine, that he is 
about to waſte his own time. and that of his 
reader, and expoſe himſelf to the deriſion of thoſe 
whom he afpires to inſtruct: he that without 
forming his ſtile by the ſtudy of the beſt models, 
haſtens to obtrude his compoſitions on the 
public, may be certain, that whatever hope or 
flattery may ſuggeſt, he ſhall ſhock the learned 
ear with barbariſms, and contribute, wherever 
his work ſhall be received, to the depraration af 


taſte and the Es aa of ee 1078 
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— in l . mixtoque ae nerd, 
Be 4 eee _ & conſcia virtus. : 
Eo, > 4% ON. ; n N Vine. 


Rage boiling from the bottom of his breaſt, | 
And ſorrow mix'd with ſhame his ſoul oppreſt : 
And conſcious worth 7 lab'ring in his 
thought; + a4; 
And love by eau to madneſs wrought. 1 
Hs _ DRYDEN. 
\froND ER and a ghoſt have been fre- 
quentl introduced into tragedy by barren 
and mechanical play-wrights, as proper objects 
to impreſs terror and aſtoniſhment, where the di- 
ſtreſs has not been important enough to render it 
probable. that nature would interpoſe for the ſake 
of the ſufferers, and where theſe objects themſelves 
Have not been ſupported by ſuitable ſentiments. 
Thunder has, however, been made uſe of with 
great judgment and good effect by SHAKESPEARE, 
to heighten and impreſs the diſtreſſes of LE AR. 
Tu venerable and wretched old king is | 
driven out by both his daughters, without ne- 
_ceffaries and without attendants, not only in the 
. _ night 


night, but in the midſt of a moſt dreadful ſtorm, 
and on a bleak and barren heath. On his firſt ap- 
pearance in this ſituation, he draws an artful and 


pathetic compariſon, betwixt the ey of the 

tempeſt and of his daughters Me TREE 
Rumble thy belly full ! ſpit, fire! ' ſpout; Jain! 
Nor rain, wind, thunder, fire, are mw _—_ 

ters. | 

I tax not you, you elements, with e e 3. 
I never gave you kingdom, called you children; 
Lou owe me no ſubſcription; Then let fal! 

Vour horrible pleaſure. Here I ſtand your ſlave; 
A poor, infirm, weak, and deſpis d old man ! 15 


Tus ſtorm continuing with equal lee | 
he drops for a moment the conſideration. of his 
ov miſeries, and takes occaſion to moralize on 
the terrors which ſuch commotions of nature | 


* * 


| RE: £7 77 ft; 


— nne ia at, 
e That haſt within thee undivulged erimes 
. n of . Hide thee: thou « bloody 
hand; | 
Thou conn with ani thow Ginglas of v virtue 5 
That art inceſtuous |— © | 
—loſe pent-up gullts | 
Rive your concealing amen and, ery. 


- "Fheſe dreadtul ſummoners — — 


7 4 | * 
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He adds, -with reference to his own ale 


| Ann a man 1 1 
More ſinn'd againſt, than \ inning. 


4 Krter molt earneſtly entreats him to enter a 
hovel which he had diſcovered on the heath; and 


on preſſing him again and again to take mater 
there, LEAR exclaims, 


Wilt break my- heart 2 


Much i is contained in theſe den wards 4 if he 
had ſaid, «the kindneſs and the gratitude of this 
4 ſervant exceeds that of my own children. Tho' 
<« T have given them a kingdom, yet have they 
<< baſely diſcarded me, and ſuffered a head fo old 
c and white as mine to be expoſed ta this terrible 
«© tempeſt, while this fellow pities and would 
e protect me from its rage. I cannot bear this 
« kindneſs from a perfect ſtranger; it breaks 
„ my heart.” All this ſeems to be included in 
that ſhort exclamation, which another writer, 
leſs acquainted with nature, would have diſplayed 
at large: ſuch a ſuppreſſion of ſentiments plainly 
implied, is judicious and affecting. The re- 
glections that follow are drawn likewiſe from an 
intimate knowledge of man: a 


When the mind's free, 3 


| Tho body's de, the eren my mind 
3 24 Doth 


No. v16. The ADVEN TURER. * 


Doth from my ſenſes take r 
Save what beats there. 5 i 


Here the remembrance a his 2 * 

haviour ruſhes upon him, and enen _ of 

the idea of its unparalleled W N 905 
——Filial ingratitude ! * | We 


Is it not, as this mouth thoul tear this ; hand 
* or n food to t! 


+ 3s * S . * 
3 * W | 


He chen changes 15 Aile, and vows TY im 
potent menaces, as if ſtill in poſſeſſion of the 
power he had reſigned, to revenge himſelf. on his 
oppreſſors, and to fteel his breaſt with fortitude ; 7; 


we. 


PRES, "Ge ©" Ty puniſh home. 2 8 : $4 42 F os 91 a 
No, I will weep no more — — 


r 


But the ſenſe of his cries returns ald, and 
he forgets the reſolution he has cs the x mo- 
ment before: 3 


"her nh a ens 1 nY. v1) 


To ſhut me out en on, I will endure — 
In ſuch a e this ere 


At . wy a 133 apoſtrophe, ke d- | 
denly addreſſes himſelf to his abſent daughters, 
| tenderly reminding them of the favours he had 

2h S | 5 ; Ml be —0 


A 
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f ——O Regan, Gonerill, 
Your old kind father ; whoſe frank K 80 gave 
all! 
O that way madneſs vos ; let me and chat; #7 


& 
* Tag 


| No more ef chat ·— ¾ðͤ 


Fea 


The turns of paſſion i in "thats few Ines, are 13 
quick and fo various, that I thought they merited 
to be minutely pointed out by a ding af, * 
commentary. _ | 
THe mind 1s never fo ſenſibly diſpoſed to pity 
the misfortunes of others, as when it is itſelf ſub- 
dued and ſoftened by calamity. Adverſity diffu- 
ſes a kind of ſacred calm over the breaſt, that is 
the parent of thoughtfulneſs and meditation. The 
following reflections of LEAR in his next ſpeech,. 
when his paſſion has ſubſided for a ſhort interval, 


are equally proper and ſtriking: . 


Poor naked wretches, whereſoe'er ye are, 
That bide the pelting of this pityleſs ſtorm ! 
How ſhall your houſeleſs heads and unfed ſides, 
_ Tour oa d and weed raggedneſs, defend 
Jou a 
From ſeaſons fuch as theſe! 5 . 


He ba with a Grtiment Kol ſuited. to 
his condition, and worthy to be written in cha- 


racters of gold in the cloſet of wad * | 
upon earth: | 


O 


| 13 , 4 8 4 * 4 f * . 4 4 ts 0 2 T3 2} 2 AY 
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Too little care of this. Take phyſic, LOT 
Expoſe thyſelf to feel what wretches feel ; 

That thou may ' ſt ſhake the ſuperflux to mem, 

. And ew the Heav? ns more 1 —— 333 


in the hovel, he poet has gy int contrived to 
lodge there EDGAR, the diſcarded ſon of GLov- : 
 CESTER, who counterfeits the character and habit 
of a mad begger haunted by an evil demon, and 
whoſe ſuppoſed ſufferings are enumerated with an 
inimitable wildneſs of fancy: « Whom the foul | 
cc fiend hath led thro* fire and thro” flame, thro? 
* ford and whirlpool, o'er bog and quagmire ; 
cc that hath laid knives under his pillow, and 
halters in his pew; ſet ratſbane by his por- 
cc ridge; made him proud of heart, to ride on 
« a bay trotting horſe over four inch'd bridges, 


6. 


< 


d do courſe his own ſhadow for a traitor, —Blels 


* thy five wits, Tom's a cold!“ The aſſumed 
madneſs of Epo AR and the real diſtraction of 
LEAR, form a judicious contraft, | 


Uron perceiving, the nakedneſs and wretcbeds 
neſs of this figure, the poor king aſks a queſtion 
that 1 never could read without de emotions 
of pity. and admiration ; . 


4 


. 4 * . 
74 . : © > i „ 4 g 
* 1 | What ! 
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What ! have his daughters brought him to this 

| - 7 an? 

Couldſt thou fave nothing? Didſt how give 

| | e | : 


And when KENT FORT him, that the . "Iv 
hath no daughters, he haſtily anſwers; _ 


Due traitor, nothing could have ſubdued 
un 
To ſuch. « lowneks, but his unkind. a danghters 


W e415 upon FS calm contemplation of the 
miſery of EDGAR, he breaks out into the follow- 
ing ſerious and pathetic reflection: Thou wert 

504 better i in thy grave, than to anſwer with thy 

Wh uncovered body this extremity of the ſkies. 
* Is man no more than this? Conſider him well. 
| cc Thou ow'ft the worm no ſilk, the beaſt no 
60 hide, the ſheep no wool, the cat no perfume, 
« Ha! here's three of us are ſophiſticated, Thou 72 
cc art the thing itſelf: unaccommodated man is 
* no more than ſuch a poor, bare, forked ani- 
mal as thou art. Off, off, you. ina 
| ce Come, unbutton here,” 
| SHAKESPEARE. has no where exhibited. more 
inimitable ſtrokes of his art, than i in this uncom- 
mon ſcene ; ; where he has ſo well conducted even 
ſtzce natural jargon of the begger, and the jeſtings 
of the fool, which in other hands muſt have ſunk 
i | into 


| 7 
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into burleſque, that they contribute to heighten 
the pathetic to a very high degre. 

THe heart of LE AR having been td and 
torn by a conflict of ſuch oppoſite and tumul- 
tuous paſſions, it is not wonderful | that his 
ce wits ſhould now begin to unſettle.” The firſt 
plain indication of the loſs of his reaſon, is his 
calling EDGaR a learned Theban;” and tel- 
ling KzwT, that “ he will keep ſtill with his 
* philoſopher.” When he next appears, he ima- 
gines he is puniſhing his daughters. The imagery 
is. extremely ranks; 12 chills one with N | 
to read it. 5 wo 


\-'To hone « Roald with rd bene pts 
Come ee ene . 


_ 
* 
1 


As the fancies of Iunaties have an extracgdi- 
nary force and livelineſs, and render the objects 
of their frenzy as it were preſent to their eyes, 
Lx Ak actually thinks hifnfelf ſuddenly reſtored 
to his kingdom, and ſeated in lane pnoth: to try 
his daughters for their cruelties : . 1 


II fee their tryal firſt; beings in the . 
Thou robed man of juſtice take thy 1 - 
And thou, his yoke fellow of equity, 
Bench by his ſide. Vou are of the ede 
Sit you too. e en 1 tis Gon- 85 
| * 


| And 
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And here's another, whoſe warpt wad pro- 


claim 
What ſtore her heart is made of. = 


5 
— 


#24 N 
2 i} 


Hires he i imagines that Roa deres ot his 
Panels and he Oy exclaims, ' - Gat . 


. 


; = Stop her there. 3 

Arms, arms, ſword, fire — Corruption i in the. 

Þ place! 15 7 7 of 
Falſe juſticer, why haſt thou let ker Ee 


A Slncbnzraltek follows tal is ; Rrangely 


moving indeed; for he fancies that his favourite 


domeſtic creatures, that uſed to fawn” upon and 
careſs him, and of which he was eminently fond, 
have now their tempers changed, and j Join to in- 


ſult a : 


8 little , * bs 
| Tray, Blanch, and Ca ſee! er bark 
at me 


4 „ . - - I : p S K id 


He again nd his imaginary power, and 


orders them to anatomize REGAN ; © See what 
< breeds about her heart —Is there any cauſe in 
& nature. that makes theſe hard hearts! You, 
c Sir,” ſpeaking to nan, entertain for 
5, one of my HuxpRED;ꝰ a circumſtance moſt 


9 85 introduced to remind us of the firſt affront 


> > m8 
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he received, and to fix our Ae on the cauſes 
of his diſtractionn. 

GexkRAL euiticiſin is on all fubjeas uſcleſs 
am unentertaining; but! is more than commonly 


abſurd with reſpect to SHAKESPEARE, who muſt 
he accompanied ſtep by ſtep, and ſcene by ſcene, 


in his gradual developements of characters and 
paſſions, and whoſe finer features muſt be ſingly 
pointed out, if-we would do compleat juſtice to 


his genuine beauties. It would have been eaſy 


to have declared, in general terms, that the 


„ madneſs of LEAR was very natural and pa- 


et thetic; and the reader might then have eſ- 
| caped, what he may, perhaps, call a multitude 


of well known quotations : but then it had been 


impoſſible to exhibit a perfect picture of the ſecret 
workings and changes of LREAR's mind, which 
vary in each ſucceeding paſſage, and which ren- 
der an allegation of each particular ſentiment, 
Tg at 8 


2 115 . 1 1 3 
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* „ % _ 
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Nous. 117. roses, 1 15 1753 


\Nequicquans patrias tentafhi Iubricus artes, VInG. 


U 8 880 in the train which chou thyſelf haſt laid. 
18 "DRYDEN, 


Ty 0 the ADVENTURE. 


8 A 175 
WILL not anticipate the cubjeRt © of this let- 


ter, by relating the motives from which I 
have written it; nor ſhall J expect it to be pub- 


liſhed, if, when you have read it, you do not 
think that it contains more than one opif wa in- 


ſtruction. 

My mother has been dead fo long that I do | 
"not remember her; and when I was in my. 
3 year, I was left an orphan with a for- 
tune of twenty thouſand pounds at my own diſ- 
poſal. I have often been told, that I am hand- 
ſome ; and J have ſome reaſons to believe it to 
be true, which are very far from gratifying my 


vanity or conferring happineſs. 
T1 was ſoon addreſſed by many lovers, fo 


among whom I ſelected HIL AR IO, the elder 
brother of a good family, whoſe paternal eſtate 
was ſomething more than equivalent to my for- 


tune. 
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HIL ARIO was univerſally admired as a man of 
ſenſe; and to confeſs the truth, not much leſs as 
a man of pleaſure. His character appeared to 
riſe in proportion as it was thought to endanger 
thoſe about him; he derived new dignity, not 
only from the ſilence of the men, but the bluſhes 
of the ladies; and thoſe, whoſe wit or virtue 
did not ſuffer by the admiſſion of ſuch a gueſt, 
were honoured as perſons who could treat upon 
equal terms with a hero, who was become for- 
midable by the number of his conqueſts : his 

company, therefore, was courted by all whom 
their fears did not reſtrain ; the reſt conſidered 
him as moving in a ſphere above them, and, in 
proportion as they were able to imitate him, 
they became vicious and nen een own 
2 circle. g | 2s 

I was myſelF e with his manner vale 
converſation ; I hoped that upon UNDERSTAND= 
' ING I ſhould be able to engraft VIX TUR; I was 
rather encouraged than cautioned by my friends; 


and after a few months een 1 ene ay 


wife. 

' DoninG a W ths all my plains 
5 Ware gratified, and I exulted in my choice. 
HL ARIO was at once tender and polite; preſent 
pleaſures were heightened by the anticipation of 
future; my imagination was perpetually wander- 
8 ray. * the ſcenes of poetry and romance; 1 
appropriated 
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appropriated every luxurious deſcription of happy 
lovers ; and believed, that whatever time ſhould 
take from deſire, would be added to compla- 


cency; and that in old age We ſhould only ex- 


change the tumultous extaſy of love, for the 


calm rational and exalted delights of friendſhip, 


which every year would increaſe by new re- 
ciprocations of kindneſs, more tried 2 grads ans 
implicit confidence. 8 | | 
Bur from this pleaſing dream it was not long 


before I awaked. Although it was the whole 
ſtudy of my life to unite my pleaſures with thoſe 


of HIL Ax Io, toregulate my conduct by his will, 


and thus prolong the felicity, which was reflected 


from his boſom to mine; yet his viſits abroad in 
which I was not a party became more frequent, 


and his general behaviour leſs kind. I perceived 


that when we were alone his mind was often ab- 
_ ſent, and that my prattle became irkſome ; my 
aſſiduities to recover his attention, and excite 
him to chearfulneſs, were ſometimes ſuffered 
with a cold civility, ſometimes wholly neglected, 
and ſometimes peeviſhly repreſſed as ill- timed 


officiouſneſs by which he was rather diſturbed 


than obliged. I was, indeed, at length con- 
vinced, with whatever reluctance, that neither 


my perſon nor my mind had any charm that 
could ſtand in competition with variety; and 


3 wough, as 1 remember, I neyer even with my 


"0m 


5 
* 
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looks upbraided him, yet I frequently lamented 
myſelf, and ſpent thoſe hours in Which I was 
forſaken by HIL Axio in ſolitude and tears. 
Bur my diſtreſs fill increaſed, and one injury 
made way for another. HIL ARIoO, almoſt as 
ſoon as he ceaſed to be kind, became jealous; he 


knew that diſappointed wiſhes, and the reſent- 
ment which they produce, concur to render 


beauty leſs ſollicitous to avoid temptation, and 


leſs able to reſiſt it; and as I did not complain 


of that which he knew I could not but diſcover, 


he thought he had greater reaſon to ſuſpect Y 


that J ads repriſals: thus his ſagacity multiplied 


his vices, and my virtue defeated its oun 


purpoſe. 
SOME maxims, however, which 1 had gathered 


frond novels and plays, were ſtill uppermoſt i in 
my mind. I reflected often upon the arts of 


AuMAxpa, and the perſevering tenderneſs and diſ- 


cretion of Lapy EASY); and I believed, as 1 


kad been taught by the ſequel of every ſtory, that 
they could not be practiſed without ſucceſs, but 
againſt ſordid ſtupidity and obdurate ill nature; 


againſt the BRU rTEs and the SULLENS, whom, 


on the contrary, it was ſcarce a crime to puniſh, 
by admitting a rake of parts to pleaſures of which 
they were invvarthy: 

From ſuch maxims, and ſuch- examples, I 


therefore derived ſome hope. I wiſhed earneſtly 
VOL. IV. 55 | ta 
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to detect HILARIoO in his infidelity; that in the 
moment of conviction I might rouze his ſenſi- 
bility of my wrongs, and exalt his opinion of 
my merit; that I might cover him with confu- 
fion, melt him with tenderneſs, and double his 
obligations by generoſity. . | 

THe opportunity for which I had ſo often 
wiſhed, but never dared to hope, at length ar- 
rived. - I learned by accident one morning, that 
he intended to go in the evening to a maſquerade ; 
and I immediately conceived a deſign to diſcover 
his dreſs, and follow him to the theatre; to 
ſingle him out, make ſome advances, and if 
poſſible bring on an aſſignation, where in the 
'ardour of his firſt addreſs I might ſtrike him with 
aſtoniſhment by taking off my maſk, reprove 
him without reproach, and forgive him without 
parade, mingling with the ſoft diſtreſs of violated 
affection the calm dignity : of injured virtue. 

My imagination was fired with theſe i images, | 
which I was impatient to realize. My pride, 
which had hitherto ſuſtained me above complaint, 
and thrown a veil of chearfulneſs over my diſtreſs, 
would not ſuffer me to employ an aſſiſtant in the 
project I had undertaken; becauſe this could not 
be done without revealing my ſuſpicions, and 
_ confiding my peace to the breaſt of another by 
whoſe malice or caprice it might be deſtroyed, 
and. to whom 1 ſhould, ehen, be brought 
into 


* 
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into the moſt ſlaviſn ſubjection, without inſuring. 
the ſecrecy of which my dependance would be the 


price. I therefore reſolved, at Whatever riſque 
of diſappointment or detection, to trace him to 
the warehouſe where his habit was to be hireds. 


and diſcover that which he ſhould chuſe myſelf. 


| He had ordered his chariot at eleven: 1. 
e wrapped myſelf up in an undreſs, and 
fate alone in my room till I ſaw him drive from 
the door, I then came down, and as ſoon as he 
had turned into St. James's Street, which was 
not more than twenty yards, I went after him, 


and meeting with a hackney coach at the end of | 
the ſtreet, I got haſtily. into it, and ordered the 


driver to follow the chariot at ſome ACM aud 
to ſtop when it Rappe #4 52 Fae. i De . 
1 PULLED up both the WEEN _ after 
half an hour Fry in the moſt tormenting ſuſ- 
penſe and anxiety, it ſtopped at the end of 
Taviſtock Street. I looked haſtily out of the 
window, hiding my face with my handkerchief, 


and ſaw HIL ARrTo alight at the diſtaner of about 


forty yards, and go into a warehouſe of which 
I could eaſily diſtinguiſh the ſign? waited ti 
he came out, and as ſoon as the Chariot was 
out of ſight, I diſcharged the coach, and going 


immediately to the warehouſe that HILARIO had 
left, I pretended to want a habit for myſelf. I 


ſavor OR lying upon the counter, which I ſup- 
7 . BIR poſed 


% 


— 
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poſed had been brought out for HIL ARIo's choice; 
about theſe, therefore, I was very inquiſitive, 
and took particular notice of a very rich Turkiſh 
dreſs, which one of the fervants took up to put 
away. When Faw he was about to-remove it, 
I aſked' haſtily whether it was hired, and learned 
with unſpeakable ſatisfaction, that it had been 
choſen by the gentleman who was juſt gone. 
Thus far I ſucceeded t5 the utmoſt of my hopes, 
not only by diſcovering HIL ARTO's dreſs, but by 
his choice of one ſo very remarkable; for if he 
had choſen a domino, my ſcheme would have 
been rendered impracticable, becauſe in a domino 
I could not on have diftinguithed him from 


others. 
As T had now 5 the rden 1 1 


J was impatient to leave the ſhop; which it was 
not difficult to do, as ĩt was juſt filled with ladies 
from two coaches, and the people were in a hur- 
ry to accommodate them. My dreſs did not at- 
tract much notice, nor promiſe much advantage; 
I was, therefore, willingly ſuffered to depart, up- 
_ on ſlightly leaving word that I would call again. 
WiN I got into the ſtreet, I conſidered that 
it would not have been prudent to have hired a 
habit, where HiLarIo would either come to 
dreſs, or ſend for that which he had hired for 
Himſelf: I, therefore, took another coach at the 
of Southampton Street, and went to a ſhop 


NEAT 
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near the Hay- market, where I had before pur- 

chaſed a capuchin and ſome other trifles, and 
where I knew habits were to be hired, though 
not in ſo public a manner as at other places. 


I No. returned home; and ſuch was the joy 
and expectation which my ſucceſs infpired, that 
I had forgot I had ſucceeded only in an attempt, 
for which I could find neither motivenor apology 


but in my wretchedneſs. 
DukixG the interval between my return and 
the time when the doors of the theatre were to 
be opened, I ſuffered” the utmoſt inquietude and 
impatience. I looked every moment at my 
watch, could ſcarce believe that it did not by 
ſome accident go too flow, and was continually 
liſtening to diſcover whether it had not ſtopped: 
but the lingering hour at length arrived; and 
though I was among the firſt that entered, yet it 
was not long before I ſingled out wy eg and 
found means to attract his regard. 1 


I nap, when 1 was at ſchool, Nabel 4 
of expreſſing the alphabet with my fingers, which 
I have ſince diſcovered to be more generally 
known than at that time I imagined. HIL ARO, 
during his courtſhip, had once obſerved me uſing 
it to a lady who had been my tchool-fellow, and 
: would never let me reſt till I had taught it him. 
In this manner I ſaw my Turk converſing with a 
Nun, from whom he ſuddenly turned with an ap- 

2 F-4 pearance 
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pearance of vexation and diſappointment. il 


thought this a favourable opportunity to accoſt 
him; and, therefore, as he paſſed by me, I pull- 


ed him gently by the ſleeve, and ſpelt with my 


fingers the words © I underſtand.” At firſt I 
was afraid of being diſcovered by ſhewing my art; 
but I reflected, that it would effectually ſecure me 
from being diſcovered by my voice, which I con- 
fidered as the more formidable danger. I per- 


ceived that he was greatly pleaſed; and after a 
very ſhort. converſation, | which he ſeemed to 
make a point of continuing in the manner [I had 
| begun, an aſſignation was made, in conſequence 


of which we proceeded in chairs to a bagnio near 
Covent- Garden. During this journey my mind 


was in great agitation; and it is difficult to deter- 


mine, whether pleaſure or pain was predominant. 
I did not, however, fail to anticipate my triumph 


in the confuſion of HiLaR1o; I conceived the 
manner and the terms in which I would addreſs 
him, and exulted in the ſuperiority which I ſhould 


; acquire by this oppoſition of his character to mine. 


| 
"i 
+ 
7 
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| Nous. 118, SaTURDAY, Decombar 22, 1753 ; 


| 1275 — e ee 13 
Impulſu, e ccd magnague cupidine ducti. Jo v. 


By blind a of e paſſion driv' n. : 


E was 3 to receive me whaw my chair 
was brought into the entry, and giving 


me his hand led me haſtily up ſtairs, As hon 
as we entered the room he ſhut the door, and, 
taking off his maſk, run to me with the utmoſt 
_- impatience to take off mine. This was the im- 
portant moment; but at this moment I diſcover- 
ed, with inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment and terror, 
that the perſon with whom 1 was alone in a 
brothel, was not HTLARIO, but CArRINUS, a 
wretch whom I well remembered to have ſeen 
among the rakes that he frequently en o 
' his table. | | 
| Ar this ſight, ſo spec and ſo ireadfal, 
| I ſhrieked aloud, and threw myſelf from him into 
| an eaſy chair that ſtood by the bedſide. CArRI- 
Ns, probably believing I had fainted, haſtily 
tore away my maſk to give me air. At the firſt 
view of my face, he ſtarted back, and gazed at 
me with the ſame wonder that had fixed my 
eyes upon him. But our amazement was the 
next moment increaſed ; for HILARIO, who had 
0 F. 4 1 ſucceeded 
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ſucceeded in his intrigue, with whatever lady, 
happened to be in the next room, and either 
alarmed by the voice of diſtreſs, or knowing it 
to be mine, ruſhed in at the door which flew 
open before him; but, at the next ſtep, ſtood 
fixed in the ſame ſtupor of aſtoniſhment which 
had ſeized us. After a moment's recollection, he 
came up to me, and, dragging me to the candle, 
gazed ſtedfaſtly in my face with a look ſo fright- 
ful as never to be forgotten; it was the pale coun- 
tenance of rage, which contempt had diſtorted 
with a ſmile; his lips quivered, and he told me 
in a voice ſcarce articulate, that . though I might 
„well be frighted at having ſtumbled upon an 
« acquaintance whom I doubted whether I could 
<« truſt, yet I ſhould not have ſcreamed ſo loud.” 
After this inſult, he quitted me with as much 
negligence as he could aſſume; and bowing ob- 
ſequiouſiy to CaprINus; told him, „he would 
& leave me to his care.” CaprINus had not 
ſufficient preſence of mind to reply; nor had 1 
power to make any n either to pacify or 
Tetain HiLaRIo. , 
_ Wren he was gone 1 buſt into tears, but 
was ſtill unable to ſpeak. From this agony Ca- 
+ PFRINUs laboured to relieve me; and I began to 
hope, that he ſincerely participated my diſtreſs : 
Caprinus, however, ſoon appeared to be chief- 


ly ſollicitous to im Fe what, with reſpect to 
himſelf, 


7 „ 
LIES # 
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Himſelf, he began to think a fortunate miſtake. 
He had no conception, that I intended an aſſig- 
nation with my huſband; but believed, like Hi- 
1ARITO, that 1 had miſtaken the perſon for whom 
my favours were intended: while he lamented 
my diſtreſs and diſappointment, therefore, he preſ- 
fed my hand with great ardor, wiſhed that he 
had been thought worthy of my confidence and 
my love; and to facilitate his 4ofigh upon the 
wife of his friend, declared himſelf a man of ho- 
nour, and that he would maintain the character. 
at the hazard of his life. 

To fuch an addreſs in ſuch crea, 
what could I reply? Grief had diſarmed my re- 
ſentment, and the pride of ſuſpected virtue had 
forſaken me. TI expreſſed myſelf, not in re- 
proaches but complaints; and abruptly diſenga- 
ging myſelf from him, I adjured him to tell me, 
<« how he had procured his habit, and whether 
c it had not been hiredby Hitar1o.” He ſeemed 
to be ſtruck with the queſtion, and the manner 
in which I urged it: I ü hired it,“ faid he, 
« myſelf, at a warehouſe in Taviſtock Street 5 
© but when I came to demand it, I was told it 
cc had been the ſubject of much confuſion. and 
« difpute. When I made my agreement, the 
4 maſter was abſent; and the ſervant neglecting. 
„ to acquaint him with it at his return, he af- 


* .terwards, 1 in the abſence of the ſervant, Jan: 


FB | 
l 
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< the ſame agreement with another; but I know 
not with whom; and it was with great diffi- 
„ culty that he was brought to relinquiſh his 
6 claim, alter he hed! been convinced oh; the | 
ot miſtake.” .'-- :- 1 
I wow clearly a: the ies in W 1 
had been taken, and could only lament. that it 
was impoſſible to eſcape. Whether Carkinus 
began to conceive my defign, or whether he was 
indeed touched at my diftreſs, which all his at- 
tempts to alleviate increaſed, I know not; but 
he deſiſted from further proteſtations and i impor- 
tunity, and at my earneſt requeſt procured me a 
chair and left me to my fortune. 
I now reflected, with inconceivable anguiſh, 
upon the change which a few hours had made in 
my condition. I had left my houſe in the height 
of expectation, that in a few hours I ſhould add 
to the dignity of an untainted reputation the feli- 
city of conjugal endearments. I returned diſap- 
pointed and degraded; detected in all the cir- 
cumſtances of guilt, to which I had not approach- 
ed even in thought; having juſtified the jealouſy 
which J fought to remove, and forfeited the 
eſteem which 1 hoped to improve to veneration. 
With theſe thoughts I once more entered my 
dreſſing room, which was on the ſame floor with 3 
my chamber, and i in leſs than half an hour! heard y, 
HL ARTO come in. „%% Tibet tha 
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He went immediately to his chamber; and 
being told that I was in the next room, he locked 
the door, but did not go to bed, for I could 


hear him walk backward and N all the 
night. 5 

EARLY in the morning I ſent a ſealed billet to 
him by his valet; for I had not made a confi- 
dante, even of my woman: it contained only a 
preſſing intreaty to be heard, and a ſolemn aſſeve- 


ration of my innocence, which I hoped it would 
not be impoſſible to prove. He ſent me a verbal 


anſwer, that I might come to him: to him, 
therefore, I went, not as a judge but a criminal; 


not to accuſe him whom I knew to be guilty, but 


to juſtify myſelf whom I knew to be innocent; 


and at this moment, I would have given the 


world to have been reſtored to that ſtate, which 
the day before I had thought intolerable. — 


I FouND him in great agitation; which yet he 


jaboured to conceal. I, therefore, haſted to re- 


late my project, the motives from which it was 
undertaken, and the means by which it had been 
_ difappointed. He heard me with calmneſs and 


attention, till I related the particular of the habit: 


this threw him into a new fit of jealouſy, and 


ſtarting from his ſeat, What,” ſaid he, have 
« you paid for this intelligence? Of whom coula 


“ you learn it, but the wretch with whom J left 


"es W Did he not, when he found you were 


90 W 
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#6 diſappointed of another, follicit for himſelf ?” 


Here he pauſed for my reply; and as I could not 


deny the fact, I was filent: my inviolable regard 


for truth was miſtaken for the confuſion of guilt, 
and equally prevented my juſtification. His paſ- 
fion returned with yet greater violence. 1 
„ know,” faid he, © that Carrinvs related 
de this incident, only that you might be enabled 
© to impoſe upon my credulity, and that he might 
ce obtain a participation of the favours which 

& you laviſhed upon others: but I am not thus 
e to bedeceived by the concurrence of accident 


© with cunning, nor reconciled to the ſany 


de which you have brought upon my name.” 


With this injurious reproach he would have left 
me; but I caught hold of him, and intreated that 


he would go with me to the warehouſe, where 
the teſtimony of perſons, wholly diſintereſted , 
might convince him that I was there immediately 


- after him, and enquired which dreſs he had cho- 
ſen. To this requeſt he replied, by aſking me, 


in a peremptory tone, Whether CArRIxus had 
« not told me where the habit was hired?” As 


Il was ſtruck with the ſuddenneſs and the deſign 


of the queſtion, I had not fortitude to confeſs a 
truth which yet I diſdained to deny. HILARIO 
again triumphed in the ſucceſsful detection of my 
artifices; and told me, with a ſneer of inſupport- 
that he, who 

« had 


* 
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ce had ſo kindly directed me to find my witneſſes, 
cc was too able a ſollicitor, not to A them 
'« what teſtimony they were to give. 
_ ExPo$TULATION was now at an end, and I 
diſdained to intreat any mercy under the impu- 
tation of guilt, All that remained, therefore, 
was ſtill to hide my wretchedneſs in my boſom; 
and, if poſſible, preſerve that character abroad, 
which I had loſt at home. But this I ſoon found 
to be a vain attempt: it was immediately whiſ- 
pered, as a ſecret, that HIL ARIO, who had 
cc long ſuſpected me of a criminal correſpandence, 
cc had at length traced me from the maſquerade 
. to a bagnio, and ſurprized me with a fellow.“ 
It was in vain for me to attempt the recovery of 
my character by giving another turn to this re- 
port, for the principal facts I could not deny; 
and thoſe who appeared to be moſt my friends, 
after they had attended to what they called nice 
diſtinctions and minute circumſtances, eould 
only ſay, that it was a dark affair, and they 
hoped I was not ſo guilty as was generally be- 
lieved. I was avoided by my female acquain- 
tance as infamous: if I went abroad, I was 
pointed out with a whiſper, and a nod; and if I 
ſtayed at home, I ſaw no face but my ſervant's. 
Thoſe, whoſe levi ity I had filently cenſured by 
declining to practiſe it, now revenged themſelves 


| as the virtue 1 which they were condempds 
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and thanked GOD they had never yet picked up 
fellows, though they were not ſo ſqueamiſh as to 
refuſe going to a ball. But this was not the 
worſt: every libertine, whoſe fortune authoriſed 


tte inſolence, was now making me offers of 


protection in nameleſs ſcrawls, and feared not to 
ſollicit me to adultery; they dared to hope I 
ſhould accept their propoſal by directing to AB, 
who declares, like CApRINUs, that he is a man 
of honour,” and will not ſcruple to run my huf- 
-band through the body, who now, indeed, 
thought himſelf. authorized to treat me with 
every ſpecics of cruelty but blows, at the ſame 
time that his houſe wasa perpetual ſcene of lewd- 
neſs and debauchery. 
\ REITERATED provocation and inſult ſoon be- 
came intolerable: I therefore applied to a diſtant 
relation, who ſo ſar intereſted himſelf in my be- 
half as to obtain me a ſeparate maintainance, 
with which I retired into the country, and in 
this world Rave no dope but to Perpetuate my 
obſcurity. | 

In this obſcurity, en your paper is 
known; and I have communicated an adven- 
ture to the ADVENTURER, not merely to in- 
dulge complaint, or gratify curioſity, but be- 
cauſe I think it confirms ſome principles which 


my: have before iluſtrated, 
ves bay id | Frroia 


No. 118. The ADVENTURER.- 111 | 


Tos who doubt of a future retribution, may 
reflect, that I have been involved-in all the miſe- 
ries of guilt, except the reproach of conſcience 
and the fear of hell, by an attempt which was 

Intended to reclaim another from vice, and ob- 
tain the reward of my own virtue. Is 

My example may deter others from venturing 
to the verge of rectitude, and aſſuming the ap- 
pearance of evil. On the other hand, thoſe, 
who judge of mere appearances without charity, 
may remark, that no conduct was ever con- 
demned with leſs ſnew of injurious ſeverity, nor 
yet with lefs juſtice than mine. Whether my 
narrative will be believed indeed TI cannot deter- 
mine; hut where innocence is poſſible, it is 
dangerous to impute guilt,  becauſe,** with what- 

* ſoever judgement men judge they ſhall be 

60 judged; ;” a truth which, if it was remembered 

and believed by all who profeſs to receive it upon 
Divins AuTHorITY, would impoſe ſilence 

| upon the cenſorious and extort candour from the 
: felfiſh. And I hope that the ladies, who read 
my ſtory, will never hear but with indignation, 

that the underſtanding of a LIBERTINE is a 
pledge of reformation ; for his life cannot be 
known without abhorrence, n nor ſhared without 


ruin. 
by I am, 81 R, | | 
Voour humble 8 


DESDEM ONA. 
Nuzan. 1 
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Nous. 119. Totwar, December 25» 17 53. 


TLatiꝭs Fegnes, avidam domands 
| Spiritum, guam fi Lybiam remetis 
G adibus j | Jungas, et uterque Pænus 


Serviat uni, Hom 


: By virtue's precepts to controul 
h be thirſty cravings of the ſoul, 
Is over wider realms to reign 
Unenvied monarch, than if Spain 
. You could to diſtant Lybia join, 
Andboth ee, were thine, 
. e RANCIS. 


FHEN Sden avis; was aſked. Which 


4c . to the GODS in happineſs ?” he 


anſwered, ** that man, who is in want of the 


<< feweſt things.” 


- In this anſwer, Sock Ar xs left it to be gueſſed 
by his auditors, whether, by the exemption from. 


want which was to conſtitute happineſs, he 
meant amplitude of poſſeſſions or contraction 


of deſire. And, indeed, there is ſo little diffe- 


rence between them, that ALEXANDER the 
great confeſſed the inhabitant of a tub the next 


1 man to the maſter of the world; and left adecla- 
f ; 42 14 . 3 . | ration 


* * + ot 


_ of mortal men was to be accounted 
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ration to future ages, that if he were not 


ALEXANDER he ſhould wiſh to be Diocenes. 


THESE two Rates, however, though they re- 


incident to labour without reward, and to loſe 
what they already poſſeſs by endeavours to make 
it more; ſome will always want abilities, and 


others opportunities to accumulate wealth. It is, 
therefore, happy, that nature has allowed us a 
more certain and eaſy road to plenty; every ' 


man may grow rich by contracting his wiſhes, 
and by quiet acquieſcence in what has been given 
him ſupply the abſence of more. 


YET ſo far is almoſt every man from emu 
lating the happineſs of the Gods, by any other | 
means than graſping at their power; that it 


ſeems to be the great buſineſs of life to create 
wants as faſt as they are ſatisfied. It has been 
long obſerved by moraliſts, that every man 
ſquanders or loſes a great part of that life, of 
which every man knows and deplores the ſhort- 


neſs ; and it may be remarked with equal juſt- 
neſs, that though every man laments his own 


"inſufficiency to his happineſs, and knows him- 
ſelf a neceſſitous and precarious being, inceſſantly 
1 een 


ſemble each other in their conſequence, differ 
widely with reſpect to the facility with which 
they may be attained. To make great acquiſi- 

tions, can happen to very few; and in the un- 

certainty of human affairs, to many it will be 


* 


——Þl — 
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gained, he can have no enjoyment. 
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ſolliciting the aſſiſtance of others, and feeling 


wants which his own art or ſtrength cannot 


- ſupply ; yet there is no man, who does not, by 


the ſuperaddition of unnatural cares, render him- 


ſelf ſtill more dependant; who does not create 


an artificial poverty, and ſuffer himſelf to feel 
pain for the want of that, of which, when it is 


— 


Ir muſt, indeed, be allowed, that as we loſe 


part of our time becauſe it ſteals away ſilent and 
inviſible, and many an hour is paſſed before we 

recollect. that it is paſſing; ſo unnatural deſires 
inſinuate themſelves unobſerved into the mind, 
and we do not perceive that they are gaining 
upon us, till the pain which they give us awaken 


us to notice. No man is ſufficiently vigilant to 


take account of every minute of his life, or to 
watch every motion of his heart. Much of our 
time likewiſe is ſacrificed to cuſtom; we trifle, 
5 becauſe we ſee others trifle: in the ſame manner 
we catch from example the contagion of deſire; 
we ſee all about us buſied in perſuit of imaginary 


good, and begin to buſtle in the ſame chace, left 


greater activity ſhould triumph over us. 


Tr is true, that to man, as a member of ſociety, 


many things become neceſſary, which, perhaps, 
in a ſtate of nature are ſuperfluous; and that 


many things, not abſolutely neceſſary, are yet fo 


uſeful and convenient, that they cannot eaſily be 
38 8 


"a 


a 
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ſpared. I will make yet a more ample and liberal 


conceſſion. In opulent ſtates and regular go- 


vernments, the temptations to wealth and rank, 
and to the diſtinctions that follow them, are ſuch 
as no force of B finds it ae to 
reſiſt. 4 

ls, neee 1 aw the Abet of life Aifturbed © 
| only by endeavours after wealth and honour ; by 
ſollicitude, which the world, whether juſtly or 


not, conſidered as important; -I ſhould ſcarcely” 


have had courage to 'inculcate any precepts of 
moderation and forbearance. He that is engaged 
in a perſuit, in which all mankind profeſs to. be 
his rivals, is ſupported by the authority of all 
mankind in the proſecution” of his deſign, and 
will, therefore, ſcarcely ſtop to hear the lectures 
of a ſolitary philoſopher. Nor am I certain, 
that the accumulation of honeſt gain ought to be 
| hindered, or the ambition of juſt honours always 
to be repreſſed. Whatever can enable the poſ- 
ſeſſor to confer any benefit upon others, may be 
deſired upon virtuous principles; and we ought 
not too raſhly to accuſe any man of intending to 
confine the influence of His acquilitions'to him- 
pat T ; 7 P 2 
Bor if we look inn 505 naked; — 
mall we find among thoſe that fortune permits to 
form their own manners, that is not tormenting 
himſelf with a wiſh for ſomething, of which all 
| the 
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the pleaſure and all the benefit will ceaſe-at the 
moment of attainment ? One man is beggering 
his poſterity to build a houſe, which when finiſhed 


he never will inhabit; another is levelling moun- 


tains to open a proſpect, which, when he has once 
enjoyed it, he can enjoy no more; another is 
painting cielings, carving nde and filling 


His apartments with coſtly furniture, only chat 


ſome neighbouring houſe may not be richer or 
finer than his own. 

| THAT ſplendor and elegance are not deſire- 
able, I am not fo abſtracted from life as to in- 
culcate; but if we enquire cloſely into the rea- 
ſon for which they are eſteemed, we ſhall find 
them valued principally as evidences of wealth. 
Nothing, therefore, can ſhew greater depravity 
of underſtanding, than to delight in the ſhew 


when the reality is wanting; or voluntarily to 


become poor, that ſtrangers _ my a time 


imagine us to be rich. 


Bur there are yet minuter hecke * more 
trifling anxieties. Men may be found, who are 


kept from ſleep by the want of a ſhell particularly 
vuariegated; who are waſting their lives, in ſtra- 


tagems to obtain a book in a language which 
they do not underftand; who pine with envy at 
the flowers of another man's parterre; who 


hover like vultures round the owner of a foffil, 


in hopes to plunder his cabinet at his death ; and 
A | who 


4 
i 
5 


pelled him to ſwallow: z but while his organs 
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| who would not much regret to ſee a ſtreet in 


flames, if a box of medals _ be W in 
the tumult. e i 
Hx that mute me to Pente off theſe 1955 
in terms exaggerated and hyperbolical, has con- 
verſed but little with the race of virtuoſos. K 
flight acquaintance with their ſtudies, and a few 
viſits to their aſſemblies, would inform him, that 
nothing is ſo worthleſs, but that prejudice and 
caprice can give it value; nor any thing of ſo 


little uſe, but that by indulging. an idle compe® | 


tition or unreaſonable pride, a man may make it 
to himſelf one of the neceſſaries: of life. oo 
D EsIR ES like theſe, I may ſurely, without 
incurring the cenſure of moroſeneſs, adviſe every 
man to repel when they invade his mind; or if 


he admits: them, never to allow them any 


greater influence, than is neceſſary to glve petty 


employments the power of pleaſing, and pense 
the day with ſlight amuſements. | 


| Ax ardent wiſh, whatever be its object, wilt. 
ab be able to interrupt tranquillity. What 
we believe ourſelves to want, torments us not in 


proportion to its real value, but according to the 


eſtimation by which we have rated it in our oπ/ãgn 
minds: in ſome diſeaſes, the patient has been 
obſerved to long for food, which ſcarce any ex- 
tremity of hunger would in health have com- 


Were 


—_— 
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were thus depraved the craving was irreſiſtible, 
nor could any reſt be obtained till it was ap- 
peaſed by compliance. Of the ſame nature are 
the irregular appetites of the mind; though they 

are often excited by trifles, they are equally. diſ- 

quieting with real wants: the Roman, who 
wept at the death of his lamprey, felt the ſame 
degree of ſorrow that extorts tears on other occa- 

ſions. - 4%: Jo's 1 

IxoDNATE Haſfnes, 4 of 7 1 | kind, 
ought to be repreſſed upon yet a higher conſide- 
ration ; they muſt be conſidered as enemies not 
only to HIN ESS but to VIX ruR. There are 
men among thoſe commonly reckoned the learned 
and the wiſe, who ſpare no ſtratagems to remove 

a competitor at an auction, who will fink the 
price of a rarity at the expence of truth, and 
whom it is not ſafe to truſt alone in a library or 
cabinet. Theſe are faults, which the fraternity 


* 


1 | ſeem to look upon as jocular miſchiefs, or to 
12 think excuſed by the violence of the temptation : 
ut but I ſhall always fear that he, who accuſtoms 


_ himſelf to fraud in little things, wants on ly op- 
portunity to practiſe it in greater; „he that has 
| „ hardened | himſelf by killing a ſheep,” ſays 
; PyTHAGORAS, © — with leſs reluctance ſhed 
e the blood of a man.” | 
To prize every thing Senor ding bo its REAL 
wa _ to be the aim of a rational being. 
1 * | There 
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© "There are few things which can much conduce 
to HaypINEss, and, therefore, few things to 
be ardently defired. He that looks upon tje 
buſinels and buſtle of the world, with the philo- 
ſophy with which SocxAr ES ſurveyed the fair at 
Athens, will turn away at laſt with his excla- 
mation, * How many things are here which * 
* do not want E 
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een ſemper © 
E. e dies homini, dicique beatus 
7 Ante obitum nemo 5 fupreminqus e debet. 
| "Ovid, is 
- But no frail man, however great or high, 
Can be concluded bleſt before he die. 


Apprsow. 


\ HE numerous miſeries of human life have 
extorted in all ages an univerſal complaint. 
The wiſeſt of men terminated all his experiments 
in ſearch of happineſs, by the mournful con- 
feſſion, that © all is vanity ; ; and the antient 
patriarchs lamented, that the days of Uhr 
5 * pilgrimage were few and evil.“ 


| 


- 


as 


| 1 8 
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Taz is is, indeed, no topicon which it is more 
ſuperfluous to accumulate authorities, nor any 
aſſertion of which our own eyes will more ealily - 1 
diſcover, or our ſenſations more frequently: im- 
preſs the truth, than, that miſery i is the lot of 

man, that our 2 _ is a fate 1 Ganger 
and infelicity. : 

WIEN we tak the aſt diſtant prolpect ok. 
life, what does it preſent us but a chaos of unhap- 
pineſs, a confuſed and tumultuous ſcene of labour 
and conteſt, diſappointment and defeat? If we 
view paſt ages in the reflection of hiſtory, what 

; do they offer to our meditation but crimes and 
calamities? One year is diſtinguiſhed by a famine, 
another by an earthquake; kingdoms are made 
3 deſolate, ſometimes by wars, and fometimes by 
3F peſtilence ; the, peace of the world is interrupted 
at one time by the caprices of a tyrant, at another 
| by the rage of a conqueror. The memory is f 
ſtored only with viciſſitudes of evil; ; and the hap- 
| pineſs, ſuch as it is, of one part of mankind, is 
EY found to ariſe commonly from ſanguinary ſucceſs, 
from victories which confer upon them the power, 
not ſo much of improving life by any new enjoy- 
ment, as of inflicting miſery on others, and 
I BY gratiſying their own b by comparative 
greatneſs. „ 
Bur by him that examines life with a more 
4 5 cloſe attention, the happineſs of the world will 


£ 
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be found ſtill leſs than it appears. In ſome inter- 
vals of public proſperity, or, to uſe terms more 
proper, in ſome intermiſſions of calamity, a 


general diffuſion of happineſs may ſeem to over- 


ſpread a people; all is triumph and exultation, 


jollity and plenty ; there are no public fears and 
dangers, and © no complainings in the ſtreets.” 


But the condition of individuals is very little ; 
mended by this general calm: pain and malice 
and diſcontent, ftill continue their havock ; the 
ſilent depredation goes inceſſantly forward; and 
the grave continues to de filled by the nactims of * 


ſorrow, | 
Hz that enters a 857 aſſembly, beholds the 


chearfulneſs diſplayed in every countenance, and 
finds all ſitting vacant and diſengaged, with no 


other attention than to give or to receive pleaſure; 


would naturally imagine, that he had reached at 
laſt the metropolis of felicity, the place ſacred to 


gladneſs of heart, from whence all fear and 
anxiety were irreverſibly excluded. Such, in- 
deed, we may often find to be the opinion of 


; thoſe, who from a lower Ration look up to the 
pomp and gayety which they cannot reach; but 4 
who is there of thoſe who frequent theſe 9 — 55 


rious aſſemblies, that will not confeſs his own 


uneafineſs, or cannot recount the vexatigns and 
diſtreſſes that prey upon the lives of his gay com- 


panions? 


Ve. I. 0 . 


n 
. 
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Tux world, in its beſt ſtate, is nothing more 
than a larger aſſembly of beings, combining to 
counterfeit happineſs which they do not feel, 
employing every art and contrivance to em- 
belliſh life, and to hide their real condition from 
the eyes of one another. 
+ THz ſpecies of happineſs moſt —— to che 
obſervation of others, is that which depends upon 
the goods of fortune; yet even this is often 
fictitious. There is in the world more poverty 
than is generally imagined; not only becauſe 
many whoſe poſſeſſions are large have deſires till 
larger, and many meaſure their wants by the 
gratifications which others enjoy; but great num- 
bers are preſſed by real neceſſities which it is 
their chief ambition to conceal, and are forced 
to purchaſe the appearance of competence and 
chearfulneſs at the expence of . comforts and 


. conveniences of life. 

Many, however, are confeſſedly rich, and 
many more are ſufficiently removed from all 
danger of real poverty: but it has been long ago 
remarked, that money cannot purchaſe quiet; 
the higheſt of mankind can promiſe themſelves 


no exemption from that diſcord or ſuſpicion, by 
which the ſweetneſs of domeſtic retirement is de- 


ſtroyed; and muſt always be even more ex- 
poſed, in the ſame degree as they are elevated 


above others, to the treachery of dependants, the 
calumny 
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calumny of defamers, ang the violence of wa . 
nents. | | 

AFFLICTION is ee 6 wa our paſs 

ſtate; it adheres to all the inhabitants of this 
world in different proportions indeed, but with 
an allotment which ſeems very little regulated by 
our own conduct. It has been the boaſt of ſome 
ſwelling moraliſts, that every man's fortune was 
in his own power, that prudence ſupplied the 
5 place of all other divinities, and that happinefs 
is the unfailing conſequence of virtue. But, 
ſurely, the quiver of OMNIPOTENCE is ſtore; 
with arrows, againſt which the ſhield of human 
virtue, however adamantine it has been boaſted, 
is held up in vain: we do not always ſuffer by 
our crimes z we are not e r Wen 
innocence. | 
_ A Goop Man is by. no means. ;. exempt 1 | 
the danger of ſuffering by the crimes of others 3 
even his goodneſs may. raiſe him enemies of im 

| fondle malice and reſtleſs perſeverance :. the 

#. Goop Man has never been warranted. by 
HEAvEN from the treachery of friends, the diſ- 
obedience of children, or the diſhoneſty of a 

wife; he may ſee his cares made uſeleſs by pro- 
fuſion, his inſtructions defeated by perverſeneſs, 
and his kindneſs rejected by ingratitude; he may 
languiſh under the infamy of falſe accuſations, or 
periſh reproachfully by an unjuſt ſentence, 
. 1 


8 
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A Goo Ma is ſubject, like other mortals, 
to all the influences of natural evil: his harveſt 
ĩs not n by the tempeſt, nor his cattle by the 
murrain; his houſe flames like others in a con- 
flagration; nor have his ſhips any peculiar power 
of reſiſting hurricanes: his mind, however cle- 
vated, inhabits a body ſubject to innumerable 
caſualties,” of which he muſt always ſhare the 
| __— and the ek, ; he bears e the 


N 


pe his life 3 the tortures of the gout or ſtone; 3 
at one time groaning with inſufferable anguiſh, at 
another diſſolved in liſtleſſneſs and languor. N 
FROM this general and- indiſcriminate diſtri- 
bution of miſery, the moraliſts have always de- 
weed one of their ſtrongeſt moral arguments for 
2 'FuTurRE STATE; for ſince the common 
| alt of the preſent life happen alike to the good 
and bad, it follows from the Jus riex of the | 
SvertmE BEING, that there muſt be another 
Nate of exiſtence, in which a juſt retribution 
fall be made, and every man _ be py arid 
e miſerable according to his works. | , 
TRE miſeries of life may, tn afford hike 
proof of a future ſtate, compared as well with 
the Mercy as the JusTice of GOD. It is 
ſcarcely to be imagined, that INFINITE BENEvO- 
"LENCE would create a being capable of enjoying 


= much more than is here to be enjoyed, and 
qualified 


— 


— 
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qualified by nature to prolong pain by- remem- 
rance and anticipate it by terror, if he was not 
defigned, for ſomething nobler and better than a 
ſtate, in which many of his faculties can ſerve, 
only for his torment z in which he is to be im- 
portuned by deſires that never can be ſatisfied; 
to ſee] many evils which he had no power to meld. 
and to fear many which he ſhall never feel: there 
will ſurely come a time, when every capacity of 94 
happineſs ſhall . be filled, and none chall by * 
wretched but by his own fault. 88 
Ix the mean time, it is by affliction e 
that the heart of man is purified, and that the, 
| thoughts are fixed upon a better ſtate; : Proſpe - 
rity, allayed and imperfect as it is, has power to 
intoxicate the imagination, to fix the mind upon 
the preſent ſcene, to produce confidence and ela « 
tion,” and to make him who enjoys affluence and 
honours forget the hand by which they were be⸗ 
ſtowed. It is ſeldom that we are otherwiſe; than 
by affliction, awakened to a ſenſe of our owtt 
imbecillity, or taught to know how little all our 
acquiſitions can conduce to ſafety or to quiet; 
and how juſtly we may aſcribe to the ſuperin- 
tendence of a HicHeR PowWER, thoſe bleſſings 
which in the wantonneſs of ſucceſs we CEE 
as the attainments of our policy or courage. 
_ NoTarins confers ſo much ability to reſiſt th 
temptations that perpetually ſurround us, as an 
"BA | G9 : habitual 
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habitual conſideration of the ſhortneſs of life, and 


the uncertainty of thoſe pleaſures that ſollicit our 
perſuit ; and this conſideration can be inculcated 
only by affliction. O Death ! how bitter is 
ce the remembrance of thee, to a man that lives 


cc at eaſe in his poſſeſſions.” If our preſent ſtate 


were one continued ſucceſſion of delights, or one 
uniform flow of calmneſs and tranquillity, we 
ſrould never willingly think upon its end; death 
would then ſurely ſurprize us as © a thief in the 


c night;”- and our taſk of duty would remain 
unfiniſhed; till. “ the night came when no man 


cc can work.“ f 

WHILE. affliction Gr prepares us for flicity, 
we may conſole ourſelves under its preſſures, by 
remembering, that they are no particular marks 
of Divine DISPLEASURE ; ſince all the diſtreſſes 
of perſecution have been ſuffered by thdlc, «of 
„whom the world was not worthy; and the 
REDEEMER. of MAanKinD himſelf was a man 


8 of ſorrows and 6 with grief.“ 
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- - Nums. 121. Tunspav, January 1, 1754. 


Arma virumgue cano, Trojee qui primus ab oris 
Italiam fato profugus, Lavinaque venit 
e Ane ille et terris JOINER et alto; 3 


PI A 
** r n 8 EY 


„* — 


Malta 7 goa. t 2 . — 
ans 


Arms, and the man 1 fing, who. forc'd by 
fate, 5 


S 8 3 6 ——__— 


| Expell'd 1 > left the | Trojan ate, 
Long labours, both by ſea and land he bore, | 
And. in the doubtful „ Durpzx. 5 


To the ADVENTURER. 
.HÞ R, Me 
K E w b ago, aſi 1 came Rees 
from the tavern, I took up the firſt volume 
of your papers, which at preſent is depoſited near 
the elbow chair in my chamber, and happened 
to read the fifth number which contains the nar- 
rative of a FLEA. After I fell aſleep, I imagin- 
ed the book till to lie open before me, and that 
at the bottom of the page I ſaw not a FLEA but 
a Lovss, who addreſſed me with ſuch ſolemnity 
of accent, that it brought to my mind ſome orati- 
ons which I had formerly heard? in ſaint Stephen 3 
chapel. 


G 5 sim, 
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SIR, ſaid he, it has been remarked by thoſe, 


F who have enriched themſelves from the mines of 
knowledge by deep reſearches and laborious ſtudy, 

that ſublunary beings are all mortal, and that life 

is a ſtate of perpetual peril and inquietude: ſuch, 


indeed, hitherto has been my experience; and 
vet I do not remember, that I have brought cala- 
mity upon myſelf by any uncommon. deviations 
_ from virtue or prudence, - 

Ius hatched in the head of a boy about eight | 
years old, who was placed. under the care of a 
pariſh nurſe, and educated at the charity ſchool. 
In this place, as in a populous city, I ſoon obtaln- 
ed a ſettlement; ; and as 6ur ſtate of adoleſcence is 


* 


ſhort, had in a few months a numerous family. 


This, indeed, was the happieſt period of my life; 
I ſuffered little apprehenſion from the comb or the 


razor, and foreſaw no misfortune, except that 
our country ſhould be overſtocked, and we ſhould 
be compelled to wander, like the Barbarians of 
the North, in ſearch of another. But it happen- 
ed that the Jord of our ſoil, in an evil hour, went 
with ſome of his eompanions to Highgate. Juſt 
at the top of the hill was a ſtage and. a mounte- 
bank, where ſeveral feats of wit and humour 
were 1 by a gentleman with a gridiron 
upon his back, who aſſiſted the doctor in his vo- 
cation. We were preſently in the midſt of the 


crowd, and ſoon after upon the N ; which 
the 


\ 


Wo . 1 1 Arb 


the! boy 7 was ; perſuaded | to aſcend, that by. F Pg 
den cke of conjuration, a great quantity © of 
gold might be conveyed under his hat. "Under 
his hat, however, the dextrous but miſchievous _ 
operator, having imperceptibly conveyed a rotten 
egg, clapped bis hand ſmartly upon it, and 
ſhewed the aurum potabile running down on each 
"ide, to the unſpeakable delight of the beholders, 
but to the great diſappointment of the boy; and 
the total ruin of our community, © 

Ir is impoffiqle to deſcribe the e 55 
diſtreſs which this accident inſtantly produced 
among us: we were at once buried in a quag, 
intollerably noiſome, and inſuperably viſcid: 
thoſe who had been overturned in its paſſage, 0 
found it impoſlible to recover their ſituation ; and 
the few, who happening to lie near the borders 
of the ſuffuſion, had with the utmoſt efforts of 
their ſtrength crawled to thoſe parts which it had 
not reached, laboured in vain to free themſelves 
from ſhackles, which every moment became 


more ſtrong as the ſubſtance which formed them 


grew more hard, and threatened in a ſhort time 
totally to deprive them of all power of motion. 
Was myſelf among this number, and can- 
not even now recollect my fituation without g 
fhuddering at my danger. In the mean time the 
candidate for enchanted gold, who in the fearch 
of pleaſure had found only dirt and hunger, wea- 

03 5 rineſs 
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rineſs and diſappointment, reflecting that his 
ſtolen holiday was at an end, returned forlorn 
and diſconſolate to his nurſe. The noſe. of this 
good woman was ſoon offended by an unſavoury 
ſmell, and it was not long before ſhe diſcovered 
whence it proceeded. A few queſtionF, and a 
good thump on the back, brought the whole ſe- 
cret to light; and the delinquent, that he might 
be at once purified and puniſhed, was carried to 
the next pump, where his head was held under 
the ſpout till he had received the diſcipline of a 
Pickpocket. He was indeed very near being 


. * drowned; but his ſufferings were nothing in com- 


pariſon of ours. We were overwhelmed with a 
ſecond inundation; the cataracts, which burſt 
| upon us with a noiſe tenfold more dreadful than 
thunder, ſwept us by hundreds before them, and 
the few that remained would not have had 
ſtrength to keep their hold againſt the impetuoſity 
of the torrent if it had continued a few minutes 
longer. I was ſtill among thoſe that eſcaped; 
and after we had alittle recoyered from our fright, 
we found that if we had loſt our friends, we were 
releaſed from the viſcous durance which our own 
ſtrength could never have broken. We were alfo 
delivered from the dread of an emigration and a 
famine; and taking comfort in theſe reflections, 
| we were enabled to reconcile ourſelves, without 
murmuring, 


No. 121. The ADVEN TURER: 131 
murmuring, to to the fate of thoſe who had pe- 
rihed. 

Bu the ſeries of misfortunes nbd L Ts _ 
been doomed to ſuffer, without reſpite, was now 
begun. The next day was Holy "Thurſday; and 
the ſtupendous being, who, without labour, car- 
ried the ruins of our ſtate in proceſſion to the 
bounds of his pariſh, thought fit to break his 
wand into a cudgel as ſoon as he came home. 
This he was impatient to uſe; and in an engage» 
ment with an adverſary, who had armed himſelf 
with the like weapon, he received a ſtroke upon his 
head, by which my favourite wife and three chil- 
dren, the whole remains of my family, were 
cruſhed to atoms in a moment. I was myſelf ſo 
near as to be thrown down by the concuſſion of 
the blow; and the boy immediately ſcratching his 
head to alleviate the ſmart, Was Fein a hair of 
deſtroying me with his nail. _ 

I was ſo terrified at this accident that I crept 
down to the nape of his neck, where I continued 
all the reſt of the day; and at night, when he re- 
tired to eat his cruſt of bread in the chimney. 
corner, I concluded that I ſhould at leaſt be ſafe 
till the morning, and therefore began my repaſt 
whichthe dangers and misfortunes of the day had 
prevented, Whether having long faſted my bite 
was more keen than uſual, or whether I had made 
my attack in a more ſenſible part, [ cannot tell; but 

| the 


* 
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the bey ſuddenly thruſt up his fingers. with. ſo 
much ſpeed and dexterity, that he laid hold of 
me, and aimed with all his force to throw me 
into the fire: in this ſavage attempt he would cer- 
tainly have ſucceeded, if I had not ſtuck between 
his finger and his nail, and fell ſhort gen n | 
g "Ron that was hanging to'dry. 
FTE woman, who took in waſhing, was em- | 
: dloyel by a laundreſs of ſome diſtinction; and it 
happened that 1 had fallen on the ſhiſt ſſeeve of a 
celebrated toaſt, who frequently made her ap- 
pearance at court. I concealed myſelf with great 
- caution in the plaits, and the next night had the 
honour to accompany her into the drawing-room, 
where ſhe was ſurrounded by rival beauties from 
whom the attracted every eye, and ſtood with 
the utmoſt compoſure 'of mind and countenance 
in the centre of admiration and deſire. In this 
ſituation I became impatient of confinement, and 

_ after ſeveral efforts made my way out by her 
tucker, hoping to have paſſed on under her hand- 

| Kerchief to her head; but in this hope I was dif- 
appointed, for handkerchief ſhe had none. I was 
not, however, willing to go back, and as my 
ſtation was the principal object of the whole circle, 
I was ſoon diſcovered by thoſe who ftood near. 
They gazed at me with eager attention, and 
ſometimes turned towards each other with very 


intelligent looks; but of this the lady took no no- 
tice, 


No. rar. The ADVENT U/R-ER. 


upon every eye: the emotion, however, at length 


Increaſed till ſne obſerved: it, and glaneing her 


eye downward with a ſecret exultation, ſhe diſ- 
covered the cauſe: pride inſtantly covered thoſe 
cheeks with bluſhes which modeſty had forſaken; 


and as I was now become ſenſible of my danger, 


was haſting to retreat. At this inſtant a young 
nobleman, who perceived that the lady was be- 
come ſenſible of her diſgrace, and who, perhaps, 
thought that it might be deemed an indecorum to 


approach the place where I ſtood with his hand in 
a public aſſembly, ſtooped down, and holding up 
his hat to his face, directed fo violent a blaſt to- 


_ wards me from his mouth, that I vaniſhed before 
it like an atom in a whirlwind; and the next 
moment found myſelf in the toupee of a battered 


beau, whoſe attention was engroſſed by thewidow 


of a rich citizen, with whoſe plumb he hoped to 


5 5 his debts and procure a new miſtreſs. _ 
Ix this place the hair was ſo thin that it ſcarce 


afforded me ſhelter, except a ſingle row of curls 


on each ſide, where the powder and greaſe were 


2” inſuperable obſtacles to my progreſs: here, how- 


ever, I continued near a week, but it was in every 


reſpect a dreadful ſituation. I lived in perpetual 


| ſolitude and danger, ſecluded from my ſpecies, 
and ”_ to the curſed claws of the valet, ws 


ee 


— 


133 
tice, as it was the common effect of that profu- 


. 
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. perſecuted me every morning and every night. In 

the morning, it was with the utmoſt difficulty 
that I eſcaped from being kneaded up in a lump 
of pomatum, or ſqueezed to death between the 
burning forceps of a criſping iron; and at night, 
after I had with the utmoſt vigilance and dexterity 
evaded the comb, I was ſtill liable to n 1 

through the body with a pin. | 


I FREQUENTLY meditated my altos, . 13 


formed many projects to effect it, which I after- 
wards abandoned either as dangerous or imprac- 
ticable. I obſerved that the valet had a much 
better head of hair than his maſter, and that he 
ſometimes wore the ſame bag; into the bag, 
therefore, one evening I deſcended with great 
Circumſpection, and was removed with it; nor 

vas it long before my utmoſt expectations were 


anſwered, for the valet tied on my dormitory to 


his own hair the very next morning, and! gncd 
a new ſettlement. 

Bur the bag was not the only part of the maſ- 
ter's dreſs which was occaſionally appropriated by 
the ſervant, who being ſoon after my exploit de- 
tected in wearing a laced frock before it had been 
left off, was turned away at a minute's warning, 
and deſpairing to obtain a character, returned to 
the occupation in which he had been bred, and 
became journeyman to a barber in the city, who 


88 ſeeing a ſpecimen of his {kill to dreſs hair 
a-la-mode 


Ix 4 
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a-la-mode de la cour, was willing to receive 
him without a ann examination of his 
morals. | | 

Tus change in the Gestion of my patron 
was of great advantage to me; for I began to 
have more company and leſs diſturbance. But 
among other perſons whom he attended every 
morning to ſhave, was an elderly gentleman of 
great repute for natural knowledge, a fellow of 
many foreign ſocieties, and a profound adept in 

f experimental philoſophy. This gentleman, hav- 

ing conceived a deſign to repeat Leuenhoeck's 
experiments upon the increaſe of our ſpecies, en- 
quired of the proprietor of my dwelling if he 


| could help him to a ſubject. The man was at 


firſt ſtartled at the queſtion; but it was no ſooner 
comprehended than he pulled out an ivory comb, 
and produced myſelf and two aſſociates, one Lo 
whom died ſoon after of the hurt he received, 
Tux ſage received us with thanks, and very 
carefully conveyel us into his ſtocking, where, 
though it was not a ſituation perfectly agreeable 
to our nature, we produced a numerous progeny. 
Here, however, I ſuffered new calamity, and, 
was expoſed to new danger. The philoſopher, -: 
| whom a ſedentary and recluſe life had rendered 
extreamly ſuſceptible of cold, would often fit with 
his ſhins ſo near the fire, that we were almaſt 
ſcorched to death before we could get round to 
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the calf for ſhelter. ' He was alſo ſubject to fre 
quent abſtractions of mind; and at theſe times 
many of us have been miſerably deſtroyed by his 
broth or his tea, which he would hold ſo much 
on one ſide that it would run over the veſſel, and 
overflow us with a ſcalding deluge from his knee 
to his ancle: nor was this all; for when he felt 
the ſmart he would rub the part with his hand, 
without reflecting upon his nurſery, till he had 
cruſhed great part of thoſe that had eſcaped. Still, 
however, it was my r to FRYER for new 
adventures. es 8 7 


TE philoſopher, among a viſitants 1 5 
| : 0 he was pleaſed to gratify, Was ſometimes 
Favoured with the company of ladies: for the en- 
tertainment of a lady it was my misfortune to be 
one morning taken from my family \ when I leaſt 
ſuſpected it, and ſecured in the apparatus of a 
ſolar microſcope. After I had contributed to their 
aſtoniſhment and diverſion 1 near an hour, I was 
leſt with the utmoſt inhumanity and ingratitude 
to periſh of hunger, immured between the two 
pieces of iſinglaſs thro? which J had been exhibit- 
ed. In this condition I remained three days and 
three nights; and ſhould certainly have periſhed 
in the fourth, if a boy about ſeven years old, who 
was careleſly left alone in the room, had not po- 
ked his finger through the hole in which I was 
confined, and once more ſet me at liberty. I was, 
* . : however, - 


* 
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however, extremely weak, and the window be- 
ing open I was blown into the ſtreet, and fell on 
the uncovered perriwig of a doctor of phyfic, who. 
had juſt alighted to viſit a patient. This was the 
firſt time I had ever entered a perriwig, a ſituati- 
on which I ſcarce leſs deprecate than the micro- 
ſcope: I found. it a deſolate wilderneſs, without 
inhabitants and without bounds. I continued to 
traverſe it with incredible labour, but I knew, not 
in-what direction, and deſpaired of being ever. re- 
ſtored either to ſood or reſt. My ſpirits were at 
length exhauſted, my gripe relaxed, and I fell 
almoſt in a ſtate of inſenſibility from the verge of 
z the labyrinth in which I had been bewildered, 
into the head of a patient in the hoſpital, over 
whom, after my fall, I could juſt perceive the 
doctor leaning to look at his tongue. 
By the warmth and nouriſhment. which this | 
place afforded me I ſoon revived. I rejoiced at 
my deliverance, and thought I had nothing to fer 
but the death of the patient in whoſe head 1 bad 
taken ſhelter. Tran - 
I was however, Go W ee of my ict 
9 partly ; for among other patients in the ſame ward 
Was a child about ſix years old, who. having been 
put in for a rupture, had fallen into the jaun- 
dice. For this diſeaſe the nurſe, in the abſence _ 
of the phyſician, . preſcribed a certain number of 
my ſpecies to be adminiſtered alive in a ſpoonful 
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of milk. A collection. was immediately made, 
and I was numbered among the unhappy victims 

which ignorance and inhumanity had thus devo- 
ted to deſtruction: I was immerged in the potion, 
and ſaw myſelf approach the horrid j jaws that [ 
expected would the next moment cloſe over me; 
not but that, in this dreadful moment, I had 


ſome languid hope of paſſing the gulph unhurt, 
and finding a ſettlement at the bottom. My fate, 


however, was otherwiſe determined: for the 


child, in a fit of frowardneſs and anger, daſhed 
the ſpoon out of the hand of the nurſe; and after 
incredible fatigue I recovered the ſtation to which 
I had deſcended from the doctor's wig. 
I was once more congratulating myſelf on an 
eſcape almoſt miraculous, when I was alarmed by 
the appearance of a barber, with all the dread- 
ful apparatus of his trade. T ſoon found that the 
perſon whoſe head I had choſen for an aſylum was 
become delirious, and that the hair was by the 
phyſician's order to be removed for a bliſter. 
HRE my courage totally failed, and all my 
hopes forſook me. It happened, however, that 
tho* I was entangled in the ſuds, yet I was de- 
poſited unhurt upon the operator's ſhaving cloth; 


from whence, as he was ſhaving you this night, 


I gained your ſhoulder, and have this moment 
crawled out from the plaits of your ſtock, which 


2 have juſt taken off and laid upon this table. 
| Whether 
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Whether this event be fortunate or unfortunate, 
time only can diſcover : but 1 ſtill hope to find 
ſome dwelling, where no comb ſhall ever enter, 
and no nails ſhall ever ſcratch; which neither 
pincers, nor razor ſhall approach; where I ſhall 
paſs the remainder of life in perfect ſecurity and 


_ repoſe,” amidſt the ſmiles of alert and the profu- 


ſion of plenty. 

Ar this hope ſo extravagant and ridiculous, 
uttered with ſuch ſolemnity of diction and manner, 
J burſt into a fit of immoderate laughter that a- 
waked me: but my mirth was inſtantly repreſſed 
by reflecting, that THE LIFE OF MAN is not leſs 
expoſed to EVIL; and that all his expectations of 


ſecurity and happineſs in TEMPORAL POSSESSI®» 


: 


ONs, are equally HE RP and abſurd. 
I am, 8 IR, 


J 2 


Vour humble , 


DORMITOR: 


: N 
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"Nous, 1 122. saruxpar, 3 5. 754. 


Telephus & Peleus, cum pauper & Sher” e : 
Projicit ampullas, et ſeſquipedalia verba, __ 4 
Si curat cor ſpeftantis tetigiſſe guereli. Hon, 

Tragedians too lay by their ſtate to grieve: 
Peleus and Telephus, exil'd and poor, 
Forget their ſwelling and gigantic words: 

He that wou'd have ſpectators ſhare his grief, 
_ Muſt write not only well but movingly. _ 
nee ; 


A DNESS — occaſioned Pp a cloſe 
and continued attention of. the mind to 
a ſingle object, SHAKESPEARE judiciouſly repre- 
ſents the reſignation of his crown to daughters 
fo cruel and unnatural, as the particular idea 
which has brought on the diſtraction of Lear, 
and which perpetually recurs to his imagination, 
and mixes itſelf with all his ramblings. Full of 
this idea, therefore, he breaks out abruptly in 
the Fourth Act: No, they cannot touch me 
e for coining : Iam the king himſelf.” He be- 
lieves himſelf to be raiſing recruits, and cenſures 
the inability and unſkilfulneſs of ſome of his 
ſoldiers : There's your preſs money. That fel- 
& low handles his bow like a crow keeper : draw 
«© mea clothier 5 ; yard, Look, look, a moule ! 
cc Peace, 1 5 
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<« Peace peace; this piece of toaſted cheeſe 
cc willdo it.” The art of our poet is tranſcendent 
in thus making a paſlage that even borders. on 
burleſque, ſtrongly expreflive of the madneſs. he 
is painting. LEAR ſuddenly thinks himſelf in the 
field; „ there's my-gauntlet—T'll prove it on a 
de giant: and that he has ſhot his arrow ſuc- 
ceſsfully ; „O well flown barb ! it'h' clout, it h- 
« clout: hewgh! give the word.” He then re- 
colleQs the falſhood and cruelty of his daughters, 
and breaks out in ſome pathetic reflexions on his 
old age, and on the tempeſt to which he was 
ſo lately expoſed: Ha!] Gonerill, ha! Regan 
They flattered me like a dog, and told me, 
J had white hairs on my beard, ere the 
s black ones were there. To ſay ay, and no, 
5 to every thing that I ſaid —ay and no too, 
<6 was no good divinity. When the rain came 
«© to wet me once, and the wind to make 
“ me chatter; when the thunder would not 
ce peace at my bidding; ;. there I found em, there 
I ſmelt 'em out. Go to, they're not men of 
cc their words; they told me I was every thing: | 
« ?tis a lie, I am not ague-proof,” The im- 
potence of royalty to exempt its poſſeſſor, more 
than the meaneſt ſubject, from ſuffering natural 
evils, is here finely hinted at. 
His friend and adherent GLo' STER, having 
wo lately deprived of fight, enquires if the 
voice 


—— — L 
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voice he hears is not the voice of the king: 


Lx inſtantly catches the word, and replies 
with e os 


Ay, every inch a kings. ; 
When Ido een ſee how the ſubject quakes [ 
I pardon that man's life. What was thy cauſe ? 
Adultery? no, thou ſhalt not die: die for 

adultery ! 3 95 | „„ 


He then makes ſome very ſevere reflections on 
the hypocriſy of lewd and abandoned women, 
and adds, Fie, fie, fie; pah, pah; Give me 
e“ an ounce of civet, good apothecary, to 
ce ſweeten my imagination :” and as every object 
ſeems to be preſent to the eyes of the lunatic, he 
thinks he pays for the drug; © there's money for 
„ thee!” Very ſtrong and lively alſo is the ima- 
gery in a ſucceeding ſpeech, where he thinks 
+ himſelf viewing his ſubjects puniſhed by the 
proper officer : 


Thou raſcal bedel, hold thy bloody hand-: 
Why doſt thou laſh that whore? {ſtrip thy o own 


back; 
Thou hotly luſt'ſt to uſe ber in that kind 


For which thou whip'it her! 


: This circumſtance leads him to reflect on the 
efficacy of rank and power, to conceal and 
Palliate profligacy and wyulice ; ; and this fine 

ſatire 
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ſatire is couched i in two different metaphor 8, that 


are carried on with much propriety and elegance: 


Through tatter'd cloaths ſmall vices do appear; 


Robes and furr'd e hide all. Plate ſin 
with gold, 


And the ſtrong lance of juſties hurtleſs breaks; 3 . 


Arm it in rags, a pigmy's ſtraw doth pierce it. 


We are moved to find that LREAR has ſome faint 
knowledge of his old and faithful courtier : . 


If thou wilt weep my fortunes, take my eyes. 


I know thee well enough; thy name is Glo'ſter : 


The advice he then gives him is very affecting: 
Thou muſt be patient; we came crying hither: 
Thou know'ſt, the firſt time that we ſmell te 

= Wy 
We wawle _ cry 
When we are born, we ery that we are come 
To this great ſtage of fools 


This tender complaint of the n of human 


I 


life bears ſo exact a reſemblance with the fol- 


lowing paſſage of LucRET1vs, that I cannot t for- 
bear tranſcribing it: 

Vagitugue locum lugubri pke, ut æqum e/t, 
Cui tantum in vita N__ tranſire malorum. 


'T hen 
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Then with diftreſsful cries he fills the room, 


Too ſure preſages of his future doom. 
| Dxvyxx. 


It is not to be imagined chat our 83 copied 
from the Roman; on ſuch a ſubject it is almoſt 
impoſſible but that two perſons of genius and 

ſenſibility muſt feel and think alike. 1. EAX 
drops his moralities and meditates revenge: . 


It were a delicate ſtratagem to ſhoe 

A troop of horſe with felt. I'll put't in proof; 
And when Pve ſtolen upon theſe ſons-in-law, 
Then kill, kill, kill, kill, kill, kill. 


The expedient i is well ſuited to the charaver of a 
lunatic, and the frequent repetitions of the word 
& kill,” forcibly repreſent his rage, and deſire 
of revenge, and muſt affect an intelligent au- 
dience at once with pity and terror. At this in- 
ſtant CoRDELIA ſends one of her attendants to 
protect her father from the danger with which he 
is threatened by her ſiſters : the wretched king is 
ſo accuſtomed to miſery, and fo hopeleſs of ſuc- 
cour, that when the meſſenger offers to lead him 
out, he imagines himſelf taken captive and mor- 
_ rally wounded : | IT | 
No reſcue? what a priſoner? I am e'en 
The nat'ral fool of fortune: uſe me well, 
You ſhall have ranſom. Let me have ne 5 


I am cut to th' brains... 
Con- 
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DELIA at length arrives; an opiate is ad- 
miniſtered to the king, to calm the agonies and 
agitations of his mind; and a moſt intereſting 
interview enſues between this daughter that was 
ſo unjuſtly ſuſpected of diſaffection, and the raſh. 
and miſtaken father. LE AR, during his ſlumber, 
has been arrayed in regal apparel, and is brought 
upon the ſtage in a chair, not recovered from his 
trance. I know not a ſpeech more truly pathetic 
than that of CoRDELIA when ſhe firſt fees him: 


Had you not been their n theſe: © white 
flakes  _ e 

Did challenge pity of eas Was this a wes 

To be erpos d * the N winds! 5 


| The areadfulneſs of that night is expreſſed by a 
cireumſtance of great humanity; for which kind 
of ſtrokes SH AKESPEARR is as eminent as for his 
poetry: 
My very enemy's W 25 | 
Tho” he had bit me, mold have ſtood that 
© night + 
| Againſt my fire. And walt thou fain, poor 
father, 7 3 Pe 
To hovel thee with ſwine, and rogues Glo, 
In ſhort and muſty ſtraw! —— 


| LEAR wr to awake ; but his! imagination 


is fill diſtempered, and his on in, . 
VOL. IV. H You 
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Vou do me wrong to take me out o'th* grave. 
Thou art a ſoul in bliſs; but I am bound 
Upon a wheel of fire, that mine own tears 

Nas ſcald like molten lead ST 


— e nate. in 3 afition aſks him 
if he knows her, he replies, 5 ; 


You are a ſpirit, I know; gn did you die? 


This iy heightens ner diſtreſs; OM his ſenſi- 
bility beginning to return, ſhe kneels to him, 
and begs his benediction. I hope I have no 
readers that can peruſe his anſwer without tears : 


Pray do not mock me: 
I am a very fooliſh fond old man, 


Fourſcore and upward ; and to deal plainly, 
I I fear I am not in my perfect mind. g 
Mlethinks I ſhould know you, and know this 

man 

Vet I am doubtful: for I'm mainly ignorant, 

What place this is. Do not laugh at me; 
For as I ama man, I think this lady | 
To be my child CoRDELIA.— 


The humility calmneſs and ſedateneſs of this 
ſpeech, oppoſed” to the former rage and indig- 
nation of LEAR, is finely calculated to excite 
commiſeration. Struck with the remembrance 
of the injurious ſuſpicion he had 3 againſt 
this 
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this favourite and fond daughter, the poor old 
man entreats her “ not to weep,” and tells her 
that “ if ſhe has prepared poiſon for him, he i is 
c ready to drink it; for I know,” fays he, © you 
ce do not, you cannot love me, after my 2 
« uſage of you: your ſiſters have done me much 
«© wrong, of which I have ſome faint re- 
«© membrance: you have ſome cauſe to hate me, 
<« they have none.” Being told that he is not in 
France but in his own kingdom, he anſwers ha- 
ſtily, and in connection with that leading idea 
which I have before inſiſted on, Do not abuſe 
% me” - and adds, with a meekneſs and contrition 
that are very. pathetic, Pray now forget. and 
60 fargive; ; I am old, and fooliſh.” 

CoRDELIA is at laſt ſlain : the lamentations of 
LæxAxR are extremely tender and affecting; and 
this accident is ſo ſevere and intolerable, that it 
again deprives him of his intellect, which ſeemed 
to be returning. 

Hrs laſt ſpeech, as he ſurveys the body, cantly 
of ſuch ſimple reflections as nature and ſorrow 


* 


dictate: | : 


Why ſhould 19 how a Ae a rat have life, 
And thou no breath at all ? Thou'lt come no 
more; | 


| Never, never,, never, never, never E | 


4, Mia 4 z "The 


148 The ADVENTURER. No. 122. 
The heaving and ſwelling of his heart is de- 
ſcribed by a moſt expreſſive circumſtance : 
Pray you undo this button. Thank you Sir: 
Do you ſee this? Look on n her, look on her 
= © Won | 
; Look there, look there——— = (dies. ) 


I $HALL tranſiently obſerve, in concluſion of 
| theſe remarks, that this drama is chargeable with 
conſiderable imperfections. The plot of En- 
MUND againſt his brother, which diſtracts the 
attention, and deſtroys the unity of the fable ; 
the cruel and horrid extinction of GLo'sTER's 
eyes, which ought not to be exhibited on the 
Rage 3 the utter improbability of GLo'sTER's 
imagining, though blind, that he had leaped 
down Dover cliff; and ſome paſſages that are 
too turgid and full of ſtrained metaphors; are 
faults which the warmeſt admirers of SHaKE- 
SPEARE will find it difficult to excuſe. I know 
not, alſo, whether the cruelty of the daughters 
is not painted with circumſtances too ſavage and 
unnatural ; for it is not ſufficient to ſay, that this 
monſtrous barbarity is founded on hiftorical 
truth, if we recollect the juſt 1 FANON of 
BolLEAu, 
Lo vray peut quelquefois wetre pas vraiſemblable. 
Some truths my be too ſtrong to be believed. 
2 | SOMES. 
| Nuns, 


* _ : 
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Nums, 123. TutsDAY, January 8, 1754. 
Fam proterud | 
Fronte petet Lalage maritum. * Hon. 


| The maid whom now you court in vain, 
Will quickly run in * Hann. 


H AV E baſtion n chat 66-20%; Ge 
1 from the appearance of evil,” is a precept 
in that law, which has every characteriſtic of 
DiviniTY ; and I have in more than one of 
theſe papers, endeavoured to enforce the prac- 
tice of it, by an Wuftcation of its-excellence. and 
importance. | 
CIRCUMSTANCES have been 1 as evi- 
dences of guilt, even when death has been the 
conſequence of conviction: and a conduct by 
which evil is ſtrongly implied, is little leſs per- 
nicious than that by which it is expreſſed. With 
reſpect to ſociety, as far as it can be influenced by 
example, the effect of both is the ſame; for every 
man encourages the practice of that vice which 
he commits in appearance, though he avoids it 
in. fact: and with reſpect to the individual, as the 
eſteem of the world is a motive. to virtue only 
leſs powerful than the approbation of conſcience, 
he, who knows that he is already degraded by 
the imputation of guilt, will find himſelf half 
3 3 diſarmed 


5 


150 The ADVENTURER. No, 123. 


diſarmed when he is aſſailed by temptation; and 
as he will have leſs to loſe, he will, indeed, be 
leſs diſpoſed to reſiſt. Of the ſex, whoſe levity 
is moſt likely to provoke cenſure, it is eminently 
true, that the loſs of character by imprudence 
frequently induces the loſs of virtue : the ladies, 
therefore, ſhould be proportionably circumſpect; 
as to thoſe, in whom folly is moſt likely to ter- 
minate in guilt, it is certainly of moſt impor- 
tance to be wiſe. ; 


TEIs ſubject has irreſiſtibly obtruded itſelf upon 
my mind in the ſilent hour of meditation, be- 
cauſe, as often as I have reviewed the ſcenes in 
which I have mixed among the buſy and the 
gay, I have obſerved, that a depravity of man- 
ners, a licentious extravagance of dreſs and be- 
haviour, are become almoſt univerſal; virtue 
ſeems ambitious of a reſemblance to vice, as 
vice glories in the deformities which ſhe 1 
been uled to hide. . 

Ap RECENT timidity and modeſt reſerve, have 
been always conſidered as auxiliaries to beauty; 
but an air of diſſolute boldneſs is now affected by 
all who would be thought graceful or polite: 
chaſtity, which uſed to be diſcovered in every 
eſture and every look, is now retired to the 
breaſt, and is found only by thoſe who intend its 
deſtruction ; as a general when the town is ſur- 


rendered retreats to the citade], which is always | 
leſs 
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leſs capable of defence when the outworks are 
poſſeſſed by the enemy. 5 eb 
TERRE is now little apparent SA cha 
tween the virgin and the proſtitute ; if they are 
not otherwiſe known, they may ſhare the box 
and the drawing-room without diſtinction. The 
ſame faſhion which takes away the veil of modeſty, 
will neceſſarily conceal lewdneſs ; and honour 
and ſhame will loſe their influence, becauſe they 
will no longer diſtinguiſh virtue from vice. 
General e perhaps, may be thought an 
effectual ſecurity againſt general cenſure; wo it 
will not always Jull the ſuſpicions. of jealouſy ; 
nor can it familiarize any beauty without de- 
ſtroying its influence, or diminiſh, the. preroga- 
tives of a huſband without Henke his attach- | 

ment to his wife. 

Tus exceſs of every mode may be; declined 
without remarkable ſingularity ; and the ladies, 
who ſhould even dare to be ſingular in the pre: 
ſent defection of taſte, would proportionably 
increaſe their power and ſecure their happineſs. 
I Know that in the vanity and the preſumption 
of youth, it is common to allege the conſciouſ- 
neſs of innocence, as a reaſon for the contempt 
of cenſure; and a licenſe; not only for every 

freedom, but for every favour except the lait. 
This confidence can, perhaps, only be re- 
ane by a ſenſe of danger: and as the perſons 
H + | whom 


00 ———D Ae > We AUS —Eœ — 


152 The ADVENTURE R. No. 123. 


whom I wiſh to warn, are moſt impatient of 


declamation, and moſt ſuſceptible of pity; I will 


addreſs them in a ſtory ; and I hope the events 
will not only illuſtrate ang Na the precept 
which they contain. 


FLAVILLA, juſt as ſhe had awe has four- 
teenth year, was left an orphan to the care of 


her mother, in ſuch circumſtances as diſap- 
pointed all the hopes which her education had 
encouraged, Her father, who lived in great 


elegance upon the falary of a place at court, died 
ſuddenly, without having made any proviſion for 


his family, except an annuity of one hundred 


pounds, which he had purchaſed for his wife with 
part of her marriage portion; nor was-he pof- 


ſeſſed of any property, except the furniture of 


a large houſe in one of the new ſquares, an 
equipage, a few jewels, and ſome plate. 
THE greater part of the furniture and the 


equipage were ſold to pay his debts ; the jewels 


which were not of great value, and ſome uſeful 
pieces of the plate, were reſerved; and FLA- 


VILLA removed with her mother into lodgings. 


Bur notwithftanding this change in their cir- 
„ n they did not immediately loſe their 


rank. They were ſtill viſited by a numerous and 
polite acquaintance; and though ſome gratified 
their pride by aſſuming an appearance of pity, 
and rather inſulted than alleviated their diſtreſs 


2 


1 
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by the whine of condolance, and a minute com- 
pariſon of what they had loſt with what they poſ- 
ſeſled ; yet from others they were continually 
receiving preſents, which {till enabled them to 
live with a genteel frugality; they were ſtill con- 
ſidered as people of faſhion, and treated by Gaſs 

of a lower claſs with diſtant reſpect. : 
FLAvILLA thus continued to move in a folds 

to which ſhe had no claim; ſhe was perpetually 
ſurrounded with elegance and ſplendor, which 
the caprice of others, like the rod of an en- 
chanter, could diffipate. in a moment, and leave 
her to regret the loſs of enjoyments, which ſhe 
could neither hope to obtain nor ceaſe to deſire. 
Of this, however, FLAVILLA had no dread. 
She was remarkably tall for her age, and was 
celebrated not only for her beauty but her wit; | 
theſe qualifications ſhe conſidered, not only as 
ſecuring whatever ſhe enjoyed by the favour - 5 
others, but as a pledge of poſſeſſing them in her 
own right by an advantageous marriage. Thus 

the viſion that danced before her, derived ſtability 

from the very vanity which it flattered; and ſhe 
had as little apprehenſion of diſtreſs, as dindence 


of her own power to pleaſe. 

THERE was a faſhionablelevity in her carriage 
and diſcourſe, which her mother, who knew 
the danger of her ſituation, laboured to reſtrain, 
ſometimes with anger, and ſometimes with tears, 
M4 but 


K 
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but always without ſucceſs, FLAVILLA was 
ever ready to anſwer, that ſhe neither did or ſaid 
any thing of which ſhe had reaſon to be aſhamed ; 
and therefore did not know. why ſhe ſhould be 
reſtrained, except in mere courteſy to envy whom 


it was an honour to provoke, or to flander whom 
it was a diſgrace to fear. In proportion as FLA- 
VILLA was more flattered and careſſed, the in- 
fluence of her mother became leſs; and though 
ſhe always treated her with reſpe& from a point 


we” good breeding, yet ſhe ſecretly deſpiſed her 
maxims and applauded her own conduct. 


 FRAVILLA at eighteen was a celebrated toaſt ; 


and among other gay viſitants who frequented 
Her tea-table, was CLop1o, a young baronet, 
who had juſt taken poſſeſſion of his title and 


eſtate. There were many particulars in CLoD1o's 
behaviour, which encouraged FLAvILLA to 
hope that ſhe ſhould obtain him for a huſband : 
but ſhe ſuffered his aſſiduities with ſuch apparent 


' pleaſure, and his familiarities with fo little re- 


ſerve, that he ſoon ventured to diſcloſe his inten- 


tion, and make her what he thought a very 


genteel propoſal of another kind: but whatever 
were the artifices with which it was introduced, 
or the terms in which it was made, FLAVILLA 
rejected it with the utmoſt indignation and diſ- 
dain. CLop1o, who, notwithſtanding his youth, 
_ long known and often practiſed the arts of 
| as 


2: 
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ſeduction, gave way to the ſtorm, threw bimſelf 
at her feet, imputed his offence to the phrenzy of 
his paſſion, flattered her pride by the moſt abject 
ſubmiſſion and extravagant praife, intreated her 
pardon, aggravated his crime, but made no men- 
tion of atonement by marriage. This particular, 
which FLAVILLA did not fail .to remark, ought 
to have determined her to admit him no more : 25 
but her vanity and her ambition were fill pre- 
dominant, ſhe ſtill hoped to ſucceed in her pro- 
jet, CLop1o's offence was tacitly forgiven, his 
viſits were permitted, his familiarities were again 
ſuffered, and his hopes revived. He had long 
entertained an opinion that ſhe loved him, in 
which, however, it is probable, that his o.] n 
vanity and her indiſcretion concurred to deceive 
him ; but this opinion, though it implied the 
ſtrongeſt obligation to treat her with generoſity 
and tenderneſs, only determined him again to at- 
tempt her ruin, as it encouraged him with a 
probability of ſucceſs. Having, therefore, re- 
ſolved to obtain her as a miſtreſs, or at once 
to give her up, he thought he had little more to 
do, than to convince her that he had taken ſuch a 
reſolution, juſtify it by ſome plauſible ſophiſtry, 
and give her ſome time to deliberate upon a final 


determination. With this view he went a ſhort _ 


journey into the country; having put a letter into 


ys hand at parting, in which he acquainted her, 
CC That 


* 
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cc 


That he had often reflected, with inexpreſ- 


e ſible regret, upon her reſentment of his con- 


duct in a late inſtance ; but that the delicacy 
and the ardour of his affection were inſuperable 


5 obſtacles to his marriage: that where there 
"was no liberty, there could be no happineſs : ; 


that he ſhould become indifferent to the en- 


- dearments of love, when they could no longer 
be diſtinguiſhed from the officiouſneſs of duty : 
that while they were happy in the poſſeſſion 


of each other, it would be abſurd to ſuppoſe 


they would part; and that if this happineſs 


ſhould ceaſe, it would not only enſure but ag- 
gravate their miſery to be inſeparably united: 
that this event was leſs probable, in propor- 


tion as their cohabitation was voluntary; but 


that he would make ſuch proviſion for her 
upon the contingency, as a wife would ex- 
pect upon his death. He conjured her not 
to determine under the influence of prejudice 
and cuſtom, but according to the laws of rea- 


© ſon and nature. After mature deliberation, 
ſaid he, remember that the whole value of 


my life depends upon your will. Ido not re- 


queſt an explicit conſent, with whatever 


tranſport I might behold the lovely confuſion 
which it might produce. I ſhall attend you in 
a few days, with the anxiety, though not 
with the guilt of a „ rimina!, who waits for 

; « the 


5 
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«© the deciſion of his judge. 346 my viſit is ad- 
« mitted, we will never Pat; if it is rejected, 
HE I can ſee you no more.” | ne 
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— Incedis per ignes 


Suppoſitos cineri doloſo. 101000 one 


With headleſs feet on fires you go, 
That hid in treacherous aſhes glow. 


LAVILLA had too much underſtanding as: 
well as virtue, to deliberate a moment upon 

this propoſal. She gave immediate orders that 
Cropio ſhould be admitted no more. But his 
letter was a temptation to gratify her vanity, 
which ſhe could not reſiſt : the ſhewed it firſt to 
her mother, and then to the whole circle of her 
female acquaintance, with all the exultation of 
a hero who expoſes a vanquiſhed enemy at the 
wheels of his chariot in a triumph; ſhe conſider- 
ed it as an indiſputable evidence of her virtue, as 
a reprdof of all who had dared to cenſure the le- 
vity of her conduct, and a licence to continue it 


without apology or Fefraint. 
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Ir happened that FLA VILLA, ſoon after this 
accident, was ſeen in one of the boxes at the play 
houſe by MErcaToR, a young gentleman who 
had juſt returned from his firſt voyage as captain 
of a large ſhip in the Levant trade, which had 
been purchaſed for him by his father, whoſe for- 
tune enabled him to make a genteel proviſion 
for five ſons, of whom MERCATOR was the 
youngeſt, and who expected to ſhare his eſtate, 
which was perſonal, in ___ proportions at his 
death, 

MEeRrcaToR was captivated with her beauty, 
but diſcouraged by the ſplendor of her appear- 
ance, and the rank of her company. He was 
_ urged rather by curioſity than hope, to enquire 
who ſhe was; and he ſoon gained ſuch a know- 
ledge of her circumſtances, as relieved him from 
deſpair. 

As he knew not how to get admiffion to her 
company, and had no deſign upon her virtue, 
he wrote in the firſt ardor of his paſſion to her 
mother; giving a faithful account of his fortune 
and dependance, and entreating that he might 
be permitted to viſit FLAVILLA as a candidate for 
her affection. The old lady, after having made 
ſome enquiries, by which the account that Mrr- 
CATOR had given her was confirmed, ſent him an 
invitation and received his firſt viſit alone. She 
told 2 that as FLAVILLA had no fortune, and 

as 
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as a conſiderable part of his oπẽ n was dependent 
upon his father's will, it would be extremely im- 
prudent to endanger the diſappointment of his 
expectations, by a marriage which would make 
it more neceſſary that they ſhould be fulfilled; 
that he ought, therefore, to obtain his father's 
conſent, before any other ſtep was taken, leſt he 
ſhould be embarraſſed by engagements which 
young perſons almoſt inſenſibly contract, whoſe 
complacency in each other is continually gaining 
ſtrength by frequent viſits and converfation. To 
this counſel, ſo ſalutary and perplexing, Mtrca- 
TOR was heſitating what to reply, when FLAvII- 
LA came in, an accident which he was now only 
follicitous to improve. FLAvVILLA was not diſ- 
pleaſed either with his perſon or his addreſs; the 
frankneſs and gaiety of her diſpoſition ſoon made 
him forget that he was a ſtranger; a converſation 
commenced, during which they became yet more 
pleaſed with each other; and having thus ſur- 
mounted the difficulty of a firſt viſit, he thought 
no more of the old lady, as he believed her auſ- 
pices were not neceſſary to his ſucceſs, 


Hrs viſits were often repeated, and he became 
every hour more impatient of delay: he preſſed - 
his ſuit with that contagious ardor, which is 
caught at every glance, and produces the conſent 
which it ſollicits. At the ſame time, indeed, a 
W of his father would intervene; but being 
determined 
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determined to gratify his wiſhes at all events, he 


concluded with a ſagacity almoſt univerſal. on 
theſe occaſions, that, of twoevils, to marry with- 


out his conſent was leſs, than to marry againſt it; 
and one evening, after the lovers had ſpent the 
afternoon by themſelves, they went out'in a kind 


of frolic, which MRRCATOR had propoſed in the 


vehemence of his paſſion, and to which FLAviL- 
LA had conſented in the giddineſs of her indiſcre- 


tion, and were married at May Fair. 
IN the firſt interval of recollection after this 


precipitate ſtep, MERCATOR conſidered, that he 


ought to be the firſt who acquainted his father 


of the new alliance which had been made in his 
family: but as he had not fortitude enough to do 
it in perſon, he expreſſed it in the beſt terms he 
could conceive: by a letter; and after ſuch an 
apology for his conduct as he had been uſed to 


make to himſelf, he requeſted that he might be 


permitted to preſent his wife for the parental be- 
nediction, which alone was wanting to com n | 
his felicity. | 

TEE old gentleman, whoſe a 1 cannot 
better expreſs than in the faſhionable phraſe which 
has been contrived to palliate falſe principles and 
diſſolute manners, had been a gay man, and was 
well acquainted with the town. He had often 
heard FLA VILLA toaſted by rakes of quality, and 


had often ſeen her at public places. Her beauty 
1 : and 


* 
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and her dependance, the gaiety of her dreſs, the 
multitude of her admirers, the levity of her con- 
duct, and all the circumſtances of her ſituation, 
had concurred to render her character ſuſpected; 
and he was diſpoſed to judge of it with yet leſs 

charity, when ſhe had offended him by marrying 
his ſon, whom he conſidered as diſgraced and 
impoveriſhed, and whoſe misfortune, as it was 
irretrievable, he reſolved not to alleviate but in- 
creaſe ; a refolution, by which fathers, who have 
fooliſh and diſobedient ſons, uſually diſplay their 
own kindneſs and wiſdom. As ſoon as he had 
read MERCaToR's letter, he curſed. him for a 
fool, who had been gulled by the artifices of a 
ſtrumpet to ſcreen her from public infamy by fa- 
thering her children, and ſecure her from a priſon 
by appropriating her debts, In an anſwer to his 
letter, which he wrote only to gratify his reſent= ' 


ment, he told him, that © if he had taken FLA- 


„ VILLA into keeping, he would have overlooked 
ce it; and if her extravagance had diſtreſſed him, 
ce he would have ſatisfied his creditors; but that 
ce his marriage was not to be forgiven ; that he 
„ ſhould never have another ſhiiling of his 
„ money; and that he was determined to ſee 
“ him no more.“ MzrRrcaroR, who was more 
provoked by this outrage than grieved at his I6ſs, 


diſdained to 1 te ; and believing that he had now h 


molt 


-/ 
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moſt reaſon to be offended, could not be wee e 


to ſollicit a reconciliation. ö 
HE hired a genteel apartment for his wife 
an upholſterer, who, with a view to let lodgings, 
had taken and furniſhed a large houſe near Leiceſ- 
ter- fields, and in about two months left her to 
make another voyage. 5 
_ Hz had received viſits of eee fam 
hex numerous acquaintance, and had returned 
them as a pledge of his deſire that they ſhould 
be repeated. But a remembrance of the gay mul- 
titude, which while he was at home had flatter- 
ed his vanity, as ſoon as he was abſent alarmed 
his ſuſpicion : he had, indeed, no particular cauſe 
of jealouſy; but his anxiety aroſe merely from a 
ſenſe of the temptation to which ſhe was expoſed, 
and the e of his „rene ber 
conduct. | 
Ix the mean time Fr LAVILLA thts to gut- 
ter round the ſame giddy circle, in which ſhe had 
ſhone ſo long; the number of her viſitants was 
rather increaſed than diminiſhed, the NG 
attended with yet greater aſſiduity, and ſhe con- 
tinued to encourage their civilities by the ſame 
indiſcreet familiarity : ſhe was one night at the 
maſquerade, and another at an opera; ſometimes 
at a rout, and ſometimes rambling with a party of 
pleaſure in ſhort excurſions from town; ſhe came 
home ſometimes at midnight, ſometimes in the 
5 morning, ' 
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morning, and ſometimes ſhe Was abſent en 
nights together, e Ws 

T 1s conduct was ; the cau i. of — 8 
and uneaſineſs to the good man and woman of 
the houſe. At firſt they ſuſpected that FLAvILLA 
was no better than a woman of pleaſure; and 
that the perſon who had hired the lodging for 
her as his wife, and had diſappeared upon pre» 
tence of a voyage to ſea, had been employed to 
impoſe upon them, by concealing her character, 
in order to obtain ſuch accommodation for her as 
ſhe could not ſo eaſily have procured if it bad 
been known: but as theſe ſuſpicions made them 
watchful. and inquiſitive, they ſoon diſcoyered, 
that many ladies by whom ſhe was viſited were 
of good character and faſhion, Her conduct, hows 
ever, ſuppoſing her to be a wife, was {till ine; 
ſable, and till endangered, their credit and FJ 
ſiſtence; hints were often dropped. by the neigh- 
bours to the diſadvantage of her character; and 
an elderly maiden lady, who lodged i in the ſecond 
floor, had given warning; the 13 was diſ- 
turbed at all hours in the night, and the door was 
crowded all day with meſſengers and viſitants to 
| FLAVILLA. PHO CEC TORR Vn Foe Going = 

| On day, therefore, the 105 woman TED an 
opportunity to. remonſtrate, though in the. moſt | 
diſtant and reſpectful terms, and with the utmoſt | 
- difidence. and caution. She told FLAvVILLA, 
. that 
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« that ſhe was a fine young lady, that her huſ- 
„ band was abroad, that ſhe kept a great deal 
$6770f: company, and that the world was cenſori- 
ec ous: ſhe wiſhed that leſs occaſion for ſcandal 
ce was given; and hoped to be excuſed the liberty 
« ſhe had taken, as ſhe might be ruined by 
& thoſe flanders which could have no influence 
te upon the great, and which, therefore, they 
& were not ſollicitous to avoid.” This addreſs, 
however ambiguous, and however gentle, was 
eaſily underſtood, and fiercely reſented. FLA- 
VILLA, proud of her virtue, and impatient of 
controul, would have deſpiſed the counſel of a 
philoſopher, if it had implied an impeachment of 


La 


ner conduct; before a perſon ſo much her inferior, 


therefore, ſhe was under no reſtraint; ſhe anſwer- 
ed with a mixture of contempt and indignation, 
that © thoſe only who did not know her, would 
&« dare to take any liberty with her character; 


„ and warned her to propogate no ſcandalous 


& report at her peril.” FLAVILLA immediately 
roſe from her ſeat, and the woman departed 
without reply, though ſhe was ſcarce leſs offend- 
ed than her lodger, and from that moment ſhe 
determined when MERCATOR returned to Fre. 


| him warning. 


MzrRcaToR's voyage was PSN ; and af- 
ter an abſence of about ten months he came back. 


1 he woman, to whom her huſband left the 


whole 
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whole managemement of the lodgings, and who 
perſiſted, i in her purpoſe, ſoon found an opportu- 
nity, to put it in execution. MeRCATOR, as his 
part of the contract had been punctually fulfilled, 
thought he had ſome cauſe to be offended, and 
inſiſted to know her reaſons for compelling” him 
to leave her houſe. Theſe his hoſteſs, who was 
indeed a friendly, woman, ,was very unwilling to 
give; and as he perceived that ſhe evaded his 
queſtion, he became more ſollicitous to obtain 
an anſwer. After much heſitation, which per- 
haps had a, worſe effect than any tale which ma - 
lice could have invented, ſhe told him, that 
« Madam kept a great deal of company, and 
< often ſtaid out very late; that ſhe had always 
< been uſed to quiet and regularity and was de- 
4 termined to lett her apartment to ſome r 
« in a more private ſtation.” | 

Ar this account MERCATOR changed counte- 
nance; - for he inferred from it Juſt as much more 
than truth, as he believed it to be leſs. After 
ſome moments of ſuſpenſe, he conjured her to 
conceal nothing from him, with an —_— : 
which convinced her that ſhe had already ſaid 
too much. She then aſſured him, that “ he had 
% no reafan to be alarmed; for that ſhe had no 
c exception to his lady, but thoſe gaieties which 
< her ſtation and the faſhion ſufficiently autho- 
. rized,” 5 Mncaron s ſuſpicions, however, 


Were 
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were not wholly removed; and he began'to think 
he had found a confidante whont it would be his 
Intereſt to truſt: he, therefore, in the folly of his 
jealoufy, confeſſed, that „ he had ſome doubts 
e concerning his wife, which it was of the utmoſt 
4. importance to his honour and his peace to re- 
«ſolve: he intreated that he might continue in 
< the apartment another year; chat, as he ſhould 
< again leave the kingdom i in a hort time, ſhe 
ce would ſuffer no incident, Which might confirm 
“ either his hopes { or his fears, to eſcape her no- 
<< tice in his abſence; and that at his return ſhe 
« would give him ſuch an account as would at 
« leaſt deliver him from the torment of ſuſpenſe, 
e and determine his future conduct. 
Tux is no ſophiſtry more general, than that 
by which we juſtify: a buſy and ſcrupulous enquiry 
after ſecrets, which to diſcover 1 is to be wretched 
without hope of redreſs; and no ſervice to which 
others are ſo eaſily engaged as to aſſiſt in the 
earch. To communicate ſuſpicions of matrimo- 
nial infidelity, eſpecially to a huſband, is, by a 
ſtrange mixture of folly and malignity, deemed 
not only an act of ju juſtice but of friendſhi p; though 
it is too late to prevent an evil, which, whatever 
be its guilt, can diffuſe wretchedneſs only i in pro- 
portion as it is known. It is no wonder, there- 
Tore, that the general kindneſs or MxRCATOR'- 8 


; confidante was on this occalic jon overborne ; the 
Was 


— 
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was flattered by the truſt that had been placed in 
her, and the power with which ſhe was inveſted; 
| ſhe conſented to MtrcaToR's propoſal; and pro- 
miſed, thatſhe would with the An Rae exe. 
cute her commiſſion. 
MExc Aron, however, concealed his ſulpicis 
ons from his wife; and, indeed, in her preſence 
they were forgotten. Her manner of life he be- 
gan ſeriouſly to diſapprove; but being well ac- 
quainted with her temper, in which greatſweet- 
neſs was blended with a high ſpirit, he would 
not embitter the pleaſure of a ſhort ſtay by alter- 
cation chiding and tears: but when her mind was 
melted into tenderneſs at his departure, he claſp- 
ed her in an extaſy of fondneſs to his boſom, and 
intreated her to behave with reſerve and circum- 
ſpection; © becauſe,” ſaid he, *I know that 
«© my father keeps a watchful eye upon your con- 
% duct, which may, therefore, confirm or re- 
« move his diſpleaſure, and either intercept or 
& beſtow ſuch an increaſe of my fortune as will 
cc prevent the pangs of ſeparation which muſt 
& gtherwiſe ſo often return, 1 in a ſhort time 
<« unite us to part no more.” To this caution 
| ſhe had then no power to reply; and they parted 
with mutual proteſtations of unalterable love. - 
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eee Doren, Poſtume, dus? 
Die qua 7, quibus exagitare colubris? Je U v. 


A ſober man, like thee, to change his life! 


What een could n thee with a wife? 
| | „nnn. 


ALAVILLA. _ 1 yi was thus left 
in a kind of widowhood: a ſecond time, 
fad herſelf with child ; and within ſomewhat 
leſs than eight months after MEezcaToR's return 
from his firſt voyage, ſhe happened to ſtumble 
as ſhe was going up ſtairs, and being immediately 
taken ill was brought to bed before the next 
morning. The child, though its birth had been 
precipitated more than a month, was not re- 
markably ſmall, nor had any InBomity which en- 
dangered its life. | 
- Ir was now neceſſary, that the vigils of whiſt and 
the tumults of balls and viſits ſhould, for a while, 
be ſuſpended; and in this interval of languor 
and retirement FL. AvILLA firſt became thought- 
ful. She often reflected upon ,MEcaToR's cau- 
tion when. they laſt parted, which had made an 
indelible impreſſion upon her mind, though it 
had produced no alteration in her conduct: not- 


withſtanding the manner 1n which it was ex- 
T preſſed, 
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preſſed, and the reaſon upon which it was found- 
ed, ſhe began to fear that it might have been 


ſecretly prompted by Jealouly. The birth, there= 
fore, of her firſt child in his abſence, at a time 
when, if it had not been premature, it could not 


poſſibly have been his, was an accident which 


greatly alarmed her: but there was yet another, 
for which it was ſtill leſs in her power to account, 


and which, therefore, alarmed her ſtill more. 


Ix happened that ſome civilities which ſhe re⸗ 


cee from a lady who ſat next her at an opera, 


and whom ſhe had never ſeen before, introduced 


a converſation, which ſo much delighted her, that 


ſhe gave her a prefling invitation to viſit her: 


this invitation was accepted, and in a few days 


the viſit was paid. FLAVILLA was not leſs pleaſed. 
at the ſecond interview, than ſhe had been at 
the firſt; and without making any other enquiry 
concerning the lady than where ſhe lived, took: 
the firſt opportunity to wait on her. The apart- 


ment in which ſhe was received was. the ground 


floor of an elegant houſe, at a ſmall diſtance 


from St. James's. It happened that Fi LAVILLA. 


was placed near the window : ; and a party of the 
horſe guards riding through the ſtreet, ſhe ex- 
peed to ſee 7. of the royal family, and ha- 


ſtily threw up the ſaſh. A gentleman who was 


paſſing by at the ſame inſtant, turned about at the 
noiſe of the window, and FLAVILLA no ſooner 
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ſaw his face than ſhe knew him to be the father 
of MæxcATOR. After looking firſt ſteadfaſtly at 
her, and then glancing his eye at the lady whom 
. ſhe was viſiting, he affected a contemptuous 
ſheer and went on. FLAviLLa, who had been 
thrown into ſome confuſion, by the ſudden and 
unexpected ſight of a perſon, whom ſhe knew 
conſidered her as the diſgrace of his family and 
the ruin of his child, now changed countenance, 
and haſtily retired to another part of the room: 
_ ſhe was touched both with grief and anger at 
this filent inſult, of which, however, ſhe did 


not then ſuſpe& the cauſe. It is, indeed, pro- 
bable, that the father of MERCATOR would no 


where have looked upon her with complacency ; 


but as ſoon as he faw her companion, he reco]- 


lected that ſhe was the favourite miſtreſs of an 
old courtier, and that this was the houſe in which 
he kept her in great ſplendor, though ſhe had 
been by turns a proſtitute to many others. It 
happened that FLAvILLA, ſoon after this acci- 
dent, diſcovered the character of her new ac- 
- quaintance ;_ and never remembered by whom 
ſhe had been ſeen in her company, without the 
utmoſt regret and apprehenſion. 

SHE now reſolved to move in a leſs circle, and 
with more circumſpection. In the mean time her 
little boy, whom ſhe ſuckled, grew very fait ; 
and it could no longer be ANA by his appear- 
_ ance, 


\ 
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ance, that he had been born too ſoon, His mo- 
ther frequently gazed at him till her eyes over- 
flowed with tears; and though her pleaſures 
were now become domeſtic, yet ſhe feared Teſt 
that which had produced ſhould deſtroy them. 
After much deliberation, ſhe determined that ſhe 
would conceal the child's age from its father; 
believing it prudent to prevent a ſuſpicion, which, 
however ill founded, it might be difficult to re- 
move, as her juſtification would depend wholly! 
upon the teſtimony of her dependants; and her 
mother's and her own would neceſſarily become 
doubtful, when every one would have reaſon to! 
_ conclude, that it would ſtill have been the ſame 
ſuppoſing the contraty to have been true. 


Sock was the ſtate of F LAVILLA's'mind; and 
her little boy was fix months old, when MER 
cATOR returned. She received him with joy, 
indeed, but it was mixed with a viſible confu- 
ſion; their meeting was more tender, but on 
her part it was leſs chearful; ſhe ſmiled with in- 
expreſſible complacency, but at the ſame time 
the tears guſhed from her eyes, and ſhe was 
ſeized with an univerſal tremor. MERCATOR 
caught the infection; and careſſed | firſt his 
FLAvILLA, and then his boy, with an exceſs 
of fondneſs and delight that before he had never 
expreſſed. The ſight of the child made him more 
chan ever with” a reconciliation with his father 
15 12 and 
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and having heard at his firſt landing, that he 
Was dangerouſly ill, he determined to go imme- 
diately and attempt to ſee him, promiſing that he 
would return to ſupper, He had, in the midſt 


af his careſſes, more than once enquired the age 


of his ſon, but the. queſtion had been always 
evaded ; of which, however, he took no notice, 
nor did it produce any ſuſpicion. 425 


- He was now haſting to enquire after his fa- 
ther ; but as he paſſed through the hall, he was 
officiouſly laid hold of by his landlady. He was not 
much diſpoſed to enquire” how ſhe had fulfilled 
his charge; but perceiving by her looks that ſhe 
had ſomething to communicate, which was at 
leaſt in her own opinion of importance, he ſuf- 


fered her to take him into her parlour. - She im- 


mediately ſhut the door, and reminded him, that 
ſhe had undertaken an office with reluctance 
Which he had preſſed upon her; and that ſhe had 
done nothing i in it to which he had not bound her 
by a promiſe; that ſhe was extremely ſorry to 
communicate her diſcoveries ; but that he was a 
worthy gentleman, and, indeed, ought to know 
them. She then told him, “ that the child was 


« born within leſs than eight months after his 


c laſt return from abroad; that it was ſaid to 
c“ have come before its time, but that having 
66 preſſed to ſee it ſhe was refuſed.” This, in- 
deed, was true, and confirmed the good woman 


in 
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in her ſuſpicion; for FA VILLA, who had ſtill 
reſented the freedom which ſhe had taken in her 
remonſtrance, had kept her at a great diſtance; 
and the ſervants, to gratify the miſtreſs, treated 
her with the utmoſt inſolence and contempt. 
Ar this relation MecraToOR turned pale. He 
now recollected, that his queſtion concerning the 
child's birth had been evaded; and concluded, 
that he had been ſhedding tears of tenderneſs and 
joy over a ſtrumpet and a baſtard, who had 
| robbed him of his patrimony his honour aid his 
peace. He ſtarted up with the furious wildneſs 
of ſudden phrenzy ; ; but ſhe with great' difficulty 
_ prevailed upon him not to leave the room. He 
ſate down and remained ſome time motionleſs, 
with his eyes fixed on the ground, and his hands 
locked in each other. In proportion as he be- 
lieved his wife to be guilty, his tenderneſs for his 
father revived ; and he reſolved, with yet greuter 
zeal, to proſecute his purpoſe of er wo at- 
tempting a reconciliation. _ 
In this ſtate of confuſion and diſtreſs, by? went 
to the houſe ; where he learned that his father | 
had died early in the morning, and that his rela- 
tions were then aſſembled to read his will. Fur- 
VIUS, a brother of MEcRATOR's mother, with 
whom he had always been a favourite, happening 
to paſs from one room to another, heard his 
voice, He accoſted him with great ardour f 
n e friendſhip 
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friendſhip; and, ſoothing him with expreſſions 
of condolance and affection, inſiſted to introduce 
him to the company. MERCATOR tacitly con- 
ſented: he was received at leaſt with civility by 
his brothers, and ſitting down among them the 
will was read. He ſeemed to liſten like the reſt ; 


but was, indeed, muſing over the ſtory which he 


had juſt heard, and loſt in the ſpeculation of his 
own wretchedneſs. He waked as from a dream, 
when the voice of the perſon who had been read- 
ing was ſuſpended ; and finding that he could no 


longer contain himſelf, he ſtarted up and would 


have left the company. 


Or the will which had been read before him, 
he knew nothing : but his uncle believing that he 
was moved with grief and reſentment at the man- 
ner in which he had been mentioned in it, and 
the bequeſt only of a ſhilling, took him into 
another room; and, to apologize for his father's 
unkindneſs, told him, that 4+ the reſentment 
which he expreſſed at his marriage, was every 


e day increaſed by the conduct of his wife, 


ce whoſe character was now become notoriouſſy 
„ infamous; for that ſhe had been ſeen at the 
£< Todgings of a known proſtitute, with whom 


« ſhe appeared to be well acquainted.” This 
account threw MERCATOR into another agony; 


from which he was, however, atlength recovered 


"97 his 8 who, as the only expedient by 
which 


4 
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which he could retrieve his misfortune and ſooth 
his diſtreſs, propoſed that he ſhould no more re- 
turn to his lodgings but go home with him; j and | 
that he would himſelf take ſuch meaſures with his 
wife, as could ſcarce fail of inducing her to ac- 
cept a ſeparate maintainance, aſſume another 
name, and trouble him no more. MERCATOR, 
in the bitterneſs of his affliction, conſented to this 
propoſal, and they went away together. | 
MencaToR, in the mean time, was ex- 
pected by FLAVILLA with the moſt tender im- 
patience. She had put her little boy to bed, and 
decorated a ſmall room in which they had been 
uſed to ſup by themſelves, and which ſhe had ſhut. 
up in his abſence ; ſhe counted the moments as 
they paſſed, and liſtened to every carriage and 
every ſtep that ſhe heard. Supper was now ready 
her impatience was increaſed ; terror was at 
length mingled with regret, and her fondneſs 
was only punis to aMli her; ſhe wiſhed, the 
feared, the accuſed, ſhe apologized, and the 

wept. In the height of theſe eager expectations | 
and this tender diſtreſs, ſhe received a billet 
which MtrcaToR had been perſuaded by his 
uncle to write, in which he upbraided her in the 
ſtrongeſt terms with abuſing his confidence and 
diſhonouring his bed; „ of this,“ he faid, cc he 
125 4 now obtained ſufficient proof to do Juſtice 
| 1 n „ to 
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to himſelf, ad that he was determined to ſec 
Aber no: more 
To thoſe, whoſe hearts have. not 1 ac- 
quainted them with the agony which ſeized 
FLAvIIIA upon the fight of this billet, all at- 
tempts to deſcribe it would be not only ineffectual 
but abſurd. Having paſſed the night without 
ſleep, - and the next day without food, diſap- 
pointed in every attempt to diſcover what was 
become of MERCATOR, and doubting if ſhe 
ſhould have found him whether it would be 
poſſible to convince him of her innocence ; the 
violent agitation: of her mind produced a flaw 
fever, iS; . "4 before ſhe conſidered it as a diſcaſe, 
| ſhe communicated to the child while ſhe cheriſhed 
it at her boſom, and wept over it as an orphan 
whoſe . life ſhe was ſuſtaining with her own. 
AfrER MERCATOR had been abſent about 
1.4 ten days, his uncle, having perſuaded him to ac- 
company ſome friends to a country ſeat at the 
diſtance of near ſixty miles, went to his lodgings 
in order to diſcharge the rent, and try what 
terms he could make with FLA VILLA, whom he 
hoped to intimidate with threats of a proſecution 
and divorce; but when he came, he found that 
F AVILLA was ſinking very faſt under her diſeaſe, | 
and that the child was dead already. The wo- 
man of the houſe, into whoſe hands the had juſt 


put her repeating watch and ſome: other orna- 
ments 
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drefled her, and the calm ſolemnity with w 
ſhe abſolved thoſe by whom ſhe had been 
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ments as a ſecurity for her rent, was ſo: touched 
with her diſtreſs, and ſo firmly perſuaded of her 
innocence by the manner in which ſhe had ad- 
ieh 


traduced, that as ſoon as ſhe (diſcovered Ful 


vrus's buſineſs, ſhe threw: herſelf on her knees, 


and intreated, that if he knew where MRRCATOR 
was to be found 5 he would urge him to return, 


that if poſſible the life of FLAVIILA might be 
preſerved, and the happineſs of both be reſtored 


by her juſtification. FuLvivs, who ſtill ſuſ- 
pected appearances, or at leaſt was in doubt of 


the cauſe that had produced them, would not 
diſcover his nephew; but after much entreaty 


for the conveyance of a letter. 


and expoſtulation at laſt engaged upon his honour 
he woman, 


as ſoon as ſhe had obtained this promiſe, ran up 
and communicated it to FLA VILLA; who, when 
ſhe had recovered from the ſurprize and tumult 


which it occaſioned, was ſupported in her bed, 


and in about half an hour, after many efforts and 
many intervals, wrote a ſhort billet, which was 
ſealed and put into the hands of FuLlvtus. 


Ful vrus immediately inclofed and diſpatched 


it by the poſt, reſolving that, in a queſtion ſo 
doubtful and of ſuch importance, he would no 
father interpoſe. MRCA TOR, who the moment 
he” caſt his eye upon the letter knew, both the 
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3 hand and ſeal, after pauſing a few moments in 
ſuſpenſe,” at wc. wk tore it 3 and FORE e 
„0 cr N 

* Such has been * FRO" a) perhaps, 1 
8 „ ſhould not be acquitted of guilt in any cir- 
4 cumſtances, but thoſe in which I write. I do 
* not, therefore, but for your ſake, wiſh them 
„ other than they are. The dear infant, whoſe 
„ birth has undone me, now lies dead at my 
e ſide, a victim to my indiſcretion and your re- 
4 ſentment. I am ſcarce able to guide my pen. 
* Rut I moſt earneſtly entreat to ſee you, that 
«you may at leaſt have the ſatisfaction to hear 
<6 me atteſt my innocence with the laſt figh, 
ce and ſeal our reconciliation on my lips while 
«they are yet ſenſible of the impreſſion | 
MRA TOR, whom an earthquake would leſs 
have affected than this letter, felt all his tender- 
neſs revive in a moment, and reflected with un- 
-utterable anguiſh upon the raſhneſs of his re- 
ſentment. It the thought of his diſtance from 
London, he ſtarted as if he had felt a dagger in 
- His heart: he lifted up his eyes to Heaven, with 
| a look that expreſſed at once an accuſation. of 
- Himſelf and a petition for her; and then ruſhing 
out of the houſe, without taking leave of any, 
or ordering a fervant to attend him, he took poſt 

- > Horſes at a neighbouring inn, and in lefs than ſix 
hours was in Leiceſter-fields, But notwith- 


o e * LY 


ſtanding his. ſpeed, he arrived too late; FLA- 
VILLA had ſuffered the laſt. agony, and her eyes | 
could behold him no more. | Grief and diſap- 

pointment, remorſe and deſpair now totally ſub- 
verted his reaſon. It became neceſſary to re- 
move him by force from the body; and after a 
nen of two years in a ann; he 
didds. +5 FR, el Fe e e 

Max every lady, on whoſe cab com- 
paſſion ſhall record theſe events, tremble to aſ- 

ſume the levity of FL AvILLA; for, perhaps, it 
is in the power of no man in MERCATOR 
erenneness to be leſs E than Man- 


ca rok. 
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be 6M 87 nec c legit arenas 


Df caneret paucir mer que hoc pulvere verum. 
Luc A N. 


| Canſt thou wells the vaſt e ng 
Was e'er to Syrts and Libyan ſands der : 
That he would chuſe this maſks, this dare . 
ound, | N 
Ya To teach the thin 8 al 76498 h 6 | 
And leave his truth in, wilds and defarts. 
drown'd ? F 


HERE has always prevailed among that 
part of mankind that. addict their minds 
to ſpeculation, a propenſity to talk much of the 
delights of retirement; and ſome of the moſt 
pleaſing compoſitions. produced in every age, 
contain deſcriptions of the peace and happineſs 
of a country life. 


I Know not whether thoſe who thus - 
ouſly repeat the praiſes of ſolitude, have always 
conſidered, how much they depreciate mankind 
by declaring, that whatever is excellent or deſi- 
rable is to be obtained by departing from them; 
that the aſſiſtance which we may derive from one 


another, is not equivalent to the evils which we 
Sg: have 
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have to fear; that the kindneſs of a few is over- 
balanced by the malice of many; and that the 
protection of ſociety is too dearly purchaſed, by 
encountering its Gangs and enduring its oppref- 
ſions. NY 

IT RESE . repreſentatiolis of folitary: "V5 
at however opprobrious to human nature, 
have ſo far ſpread their influence over the world, 
that almoſt every man delights his imagination 
with the hopes of obtaining ſome time an oppor- 
tunity of retreat. Many indeed, who enjoy re- 
treat only in imagination, content themſelves with 
believing, that another year will tranſport them 
to rural tranquillity, and die while they talk of 
doing what if they had lived longer they would 
never have done. But many likewiſe there are, 
either of greater reſolution or more credulity, who 
in earneſt try the ſtate which they have been 
taught to think thus ſecure from cares and dangers; 
and retire to privacy, either that they may improve 
their happineſs, increaſe their nene or exalt 
their virtue. 
TRE greater part of the . of lade, « as 
of all other claſſes of mankind, have no higher 
or remoter view, than the preſent gratification of 
their paſſions. Of theſe ſome, haughty and im- 
. petuous, fly from ſociety only becauſe they cannot 
bear to repay to others the regard which themſelves 
exact; and think no ſtate of fe eligible, but that 
= Which 


which places them out of the reach of cenſure or 
controul, and aftords them opportunities of living 
in a perpetual compliance with their own inclina- 
tions, without the neceſſity of regulating their 
actions by any other man's convenience or opi- 

THERE are others of minds more delicate and 
tender, eaſily offended by every deviation from 
rectitude, ſoon diſguſted by ignorance or imperti- 
-nence, and always expecting from the converſa- 
tion of mankind, more elegance purity and truth 
than the mingled maſs of life will eaſily afford. 
Such men are in, haſte to retire from groſſneſs 
falſhood and brutality ; and hope to find in private 
habitations at leaſt a negative felicity, an exemp- 
tion from the ſhocks and perturbations with 
which public ſcenes are continually N 
them. Jy | 
IJ Fo neither of theſe votaries will folitude afford 
that content, which ſhe has been taught ſo laviſh- 
ly to promiſe. The man of arrogance will quickly 
diſcover, that by eſcaping from his opponents he 
has loſt his flatterers, that greatneſs is nothing 
' where it is not ſeen, and power nothing where 
it cannot be felt: and he, whoſe faculties are 
employed in too cloſe an obſervation of failings 
and defects, will find his condition very little 
mended by transferring his attention from-others 
to himſelf; he will probably ſoon come back in 
| queſt | 
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queſt of new objects, and be glad to keep his 
captiouſneſs em nn on rea mn n | 
than his own; 55 
_ Orners are ſeduced into ſolitude e by 
the authority of great names, and expect to find 
thoſe charms in tranquillity which have allured 
ſtateſmen and conquerors to the ſhades : theſe 
likewiſe are apt to wonder at their diſappoint- 
ment, from want of conſidering, that thoſe whom 
they aſpire to imitate carried with them to their 
country ſeats minds full fraught with ſubjects of 
reflection, the conſciouſneſs of great merit, the 
memory of illuſtrious actions, the knowledge of 
important events, and the ſeeds of mighty deſigns 
to be ripened by future meditation. Solitude 
was to ſuch men a releaſe from fatigue, and an 
opportunity of uſefulneſs. - But what can retire- 
ment confer upon him, who having done no- 
thing can receive no ſupport from his own im- 
portance, who having known nothing can find 
no entertainment in reviewing the paſt, and who . 
intending nothing can form no hopes from proſ- 
_ pets of the future: he can, ſurely, take no 
wiſer courſe, than that of lofing himſelf again 
in the croud, and filling the vacuities of his mind 

with the news of the day. | 

OrTatrs conſider ſolitude as the parent of 
philoſophy, and retire in expectation of greater 
intimacies with ſcience, as NUMA repaired to the 
groves 
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groves when he conferred with EGERITIA. "Theſe 
men have not always reaſon to repent. Some 
ſtudies require a continued proſecution of the 
ſame train of thought, ſuch as is too often inter- 
rupted by the petty avocations of common life: 
ſometimes, likewiſe, it is neceſſary, that a mul- 
tiplicity of objects be at once preſent to the 
mind; and every thing, therefore, muſt be kept 
at a diſtance, which may een the beer 
or diſſipate the attention. 

Bor though learning may be nd 57 0. 
kites its application muſt be attained by ge- 
neral converſe. He has learned to no purpoſe, 
that is not able to teach; and he will always 
teach unſucceſsfully, who cannot recommend 
his ſentiments by his diction or addreſs. 

"Even the acquiſition of knowledge i is often 
much facilitated by the advantages of ſociety: he 
that never compares his notions with thoſe of 
others, readily acquiefces in his firſt thoughts, 

and very ſeldom diſcovers the objections which 
may be raiſed againſt his opinions; he, therefore, 
often thinks himſelf in poſſeſſion of truth, when 
he is only fondling an error long ſince exploded. 
He that has neither companions nor rivals in Bis 
ſtudies, will always applaud his own progreſs, 
and think highly of his performances, becaufe he 
knows not that others have equalled or excelled 
him. And Iam afraid it may be added, that the 
| "3 J ſtudent 


- 
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ſtudent who withdraws himſelf from the world, 
will ſoon feel that ardour extinguiſhed which 
praiſe or emulation had enkindled, and take the 
advantage of e to n n en to' 
labour“ . e e e 
THERE remains yet another ſet of EY 
whoſe intention intitles them to higher reſpect, 
and whoſe motives deſerve a more ſerious conſi- 
deration. Theſe retire from the world, not 
merely to baſk in eaſe or gratify curioſity; but 
that being diſengaged from common cares, they 
may employ more time in the duties of religion; 
that they may. regulate their actions with ſtricter 
vigilance, and purify their N by more . 
quent meditation. | 
To men thus elevated abork the alte oh mor- 
taliy, I am far from preſuming myſelf qualified 
to give directions. On him that appears . to 
paſs through things temporary,” with no other 
care than << not to loſe finally the things eternal,” 
I look with ſuch veneration as inclines me to 
approve his conduct in the whole, without a 
minute examination of its parts; yet I could 
never forbear to wiſh, that while vice is every 
day multiplying ſeducements, and ſtalking forth 
with more hardened effrontry, virtue would not 
withdraw the influence of her preſence, or for- 
bear to aſſert her natural dignity by open and 


undaunted preſeverance in the ri iht. Piety prac- 
| _ tiſed 


— * 
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tiſed in ſolitude, like the flower that blooms in 
the deſart, may give its fragrance to the winds 


of heaven, and delight thoſe unbodied ſpirits 


that ſurvey the works of G OD and the actions 


of men; but it beſtows no aſſiſtance upon earthly 


beings, and however free from taints of impurity, | 
yet wants the ſacred ſplendor of beneficence. - 


OUR MAKER, who, though he gave us 3 
ſuch varieties of temper and ſuch difference of 
powers yet deſigned us all for happineſs, un- 


doubtedly intended, that we ſhould obtain that 


happineſs by different means. Some are un- 


able to reſiſt the temptations of importunity, 
. or the impetuoſity of their own paſſions incited 


by the force of preſent temptations : of theſe it 
1s undoubtedly the duty, to fly from enemies 
which they cannot conquer, and to cultivate, in 
the calm of ſolitude, that virtue which is too 


tender to endure the tempeſts-of public life. But 


there are others, whoſe paſſions grow more 
ſtrong and irregular in privacy; and who can- 


not maintain an uniform tenor of virtue, but by 
expoſing their manners to the public eye, and 
aſſiſting the admonitions of conſcience with the 


fear of infamy: for ſuch it is dangerous to ex- 


clude all witneſſes of their conduct, till they have 


formed ſtrong habits of virtue, and weakened 


their paſſions by frequent victories. But there is 
a higher order of men ſo inſpirited with ardour, 


and 


„ 
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and ſo fortified with reſolution, that the world 
paſſes before them without influence or regard: 
theſe ought to conſider themſelves as appointed 
the guardians of mankind ; they are placed in 
an evil world, to kb public examples of 
good life; and may be faid, when they with- 


draw to ſolitude, to deſert the ſtation WO Fas- 


VIDENCE aſſigned them. 


SEAS g gba BSs sere. 


Nous. 127. Tozspar, January 225 1754. 


— 14 eteres ita miratur, laudatque ! 


The wits of old he praiſes and admires, 1 


T is very remarkable,” ſays ADDISON, 
e tae" notwithſtanding 'we fall ſhort at pre- 
« ſent of the ancients, in poetry, painting, ora- 
« tory, hiſtory, architecture, and all the noble 
e arts and ſciences which depend more upon ge- 


* nius than experience; we exceed them as 


“ much in doggerel, humour, burleſque, and all 


< the trivial arts of ridicule.” As this fine obſer- 
vation ſtands at preſent only in the form of a 


general aſſertion, it deſerves I think to be exa- 
mined by a deduction of particulars and con- 
| firmed 
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firmed by an allegation of examples, which may 
furniſh an agreable entertainment to thoſe who 
have ability and inclination to remark the revo- 
Jutions of human wit. 
Ar Tasso, AR1osSTo and Camorns, the 
three moſt celebrated of modern Epic Pok xs, 
are infinitely excelled in propriety of defign of 
ſentiment and ſtyle by Homer and Viet, it 
would be ſerious trifling to attempt to prove: but 
 MirTon, perhaps, will Rot fo eaſily reſign his 
claim to equality, if not to ſuperiority. Let it, 
however, be remembered, that if MiLToN be 
enabled to diſpute the prize with the great cham- 
pions of antiquity, it is intirely owing to the ſub- 
lime conceptions he has copied from Txt Book 
OF G OD. Theſe, therefore, muſt be taken- 
away, before we begin to make a Juſt eſtimate 
of his genius; and from what remains, it can- 
not, I preſume, be ſaid, with candor and: im- 
partiality, that he has excelled Homes, in the 
ſublimity and variety of his thoughts, or the 
ſtrength and majeſty of his diction. - T7 
SHAKESPEARE, CORNEILLE, and ms, 
are the only modern writers of TRAGEDY, that 
- we can venture to oppoſe to EscHYLUs, S0PHO- , 
.CLEs,. and EurieiDEs. The fiſt is an author 
ſo uncommon and excentric, that we can ſcar- 
cely try him by dramatic rules. In ſtrokes of 
nature and charcter, he yeilds not to the Greeks: 
in 


| 
| 
| 
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| 
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in all other circumſtances that conſtitute the ex- 
cellence of the drama, he is vaſtly inferior, Of 
the three moderns, the moſt faultleſs is the ten- 
der and exact RACINE : but he was ever ready 
to acknowledge, that his capital beauties were 
borrowed from his favourite EURIPIDES; 3 which, 
indeed, cannot eſcape the obſervation of thoſe 
who read with attention his PHzDRA and 
ANDROMACHE. 'The pompous and truly Roman 
ſentiments of CoRNEILLE, are chiefly drawn 
from Lucan and TAcirus; the former of 
whom, by a ftrange perverſion of taſte, he is 
known to have preferred to VIR GIL. His diction. 
is not ſo pure and mellifluous, his characters 
not ſo various and juſt, nor his plots fo regular | 
ſo intereſting and ſimple, as thoſe of his pathetic | 
rival. It is by this ſimplicity of fable alone, when 
every ſingle act, and ſcene, and ſpeech, and ſen- 
timent and word, concur to accelerate the in- 
tended event, that the Greek tragedies kept the 
attention of the audience immoveably fixed upon 
one principal object, which muſt be neceſſarily 
leſſened, and the ends of the drama defeated, 
by the mazes and intricacies of modern plots. 

TRR aſſertion of ADDISON with reſpect to the 
firſt particular, regarding the higher kinds of 
poetry, will remain unqueſtionably true, till na- 
ture in ſome diſtant age, for in the preſent en- 
ervated with luxury ſhe ſeems incapable of ſuch 
| an 
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an effort, ſhall produce ſome tranſcendent genius, 

of power to eclipſe the ILIAp and the Epievs, 
Tux ſuperiority of the ancient artiſts in 


Pamrixo, is not perhaps fo clearly manifeſt, 


They were ignorant, it will be ſaid, of light, 
of ſhade, and perſpective ; and they had not the 
uſe of oil colours, which are happily calculated 
to blend and unite without harſhneſs and diſcor- 
dance, to give a boldneſs and relief to the figures, 
and to form thoſe middle TEIN TS which render 
every well wrought piece a cloſer reſemblance of 


nature. Judges of the trueſt taſte do, however, 
place the merit of colouring far below that of 


juſtneſs of deſign, and force of expreſſion. In 


theſe two higheſt and moſt important excellen- 
cies, the ancient painters were eminently ſkilled, 


if we truſt the teſtimonies of PLiINny, QuINTI- 
LIAN, and LUCIAN : and to credit them we are 
obliged, if we would form to ourſelves any idea 
of theſe artiſts at all ; for there is not one Grecian 
picture remaining ; and the Romans, ſome few 
of whoſe works have deſcended to this age, 
could never boaſt of a PARRHAslus or APELLES, . 


2 Zkuxils, TIMANTHES, or PROTOGENEs, of 


whoſe performances the two accompliſhed critics 


abovementioned ſpeak in terms of rapture and 


admiration. The ſtatues that have eſcaped the 
ravages of time, as the HERCULEs and Laocoon 


for inſtance, are ftill a ſtronger demonſtration of 


* the - 
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the power of the Grecian artiſts in expreſſing the 
paſſions; for what was executed in marble, we 
have preſumptive evidence to think, might alſo 
have been executed in colours. CARLO Manar, 
the laſt valuable painter of Italy, aſter copying 
the head of the VRENus in the Medicean collection 
three hundred times, generouſſy confeſſed, that 
he could not arrive at half the grace and perfec- 
tion of his model. But to ſpeak my opinion 
freely on a very diſputable point, I muſt own 
that if the moderns approach the ancients in any 
of the arts here in queſtion, they approach them 
neareſt in THE ART oF PAINTING. The hu- 
man mind can with difficulty conceive any thing 
more exalted, than The Laſt Judgment” of 
MicHAEL ANGELO, and The Fransfigura- 
tion“ of RAPHAEL. What can be more 
animated than RAPHAEL's Paul preaching at 
« Athens?” What more tender and delicate 
than Mary holding the child Jesvs, in his 
famous Holy F ape ?” What more graceful 
than „ The Aurora“ of Guipo? What more 
deeply moving than * The Maſfacre of the wa 
„ nocents,” by LER BRuN? © : 

Bur no modern ORAToR can dare to enter 
the liſts with DEMosTHENEs and TuLLY. We. 
have diſcourſes, ' indeed, that may be admired 
for their perſpicuity, purity, and elegance; but 
can produce none that abound in a ſublime 
which 
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which whirls away the auditor like a mighty 
torrent, and pierces the inmoſt receſſes of his heart 
like a flaſh of lightning; which irreſiſtibly and 
inſtantaneouſly convinces, without leaving him 
leiſure to weigh the motives of conviction. The 
ſermons of BouRDALOüE, the funeral orations of 
Boss ur, particularly that on the death of HEN - 
RIE TTA, and the pleadings of PEL1ssoN for his 


. diſgraced patron FovqQuET, are the only pieces 


of eloquence I can recollect, that bear any re- 
ſemblance to the Greek or Roman orator ; for in 
England we have been particularly unfortunate 
in our attemps to be eloquent, whether in par- 
liament, in the pulpit, or at the bar. If it be 
urged, that the nature of modern. politics and 
laws excludes the pathetic and the ſublime, and 


confines the ſpeaker to a cold argumentative me- 


thod, and a dull detail of proof and dry matters 
of fact; yet, ſurely, the RELIGION of the mo- 
derns abounds in topics ſo incomparably noble 
and exalted, as might kindle the flames of ge- 
nuine oratory in the moſt frigid and barren 
genius: much more might this ſucceſs be reaſon- 
ably expected from ſuch geniuſes as Britain can 


enumerate; yet no piece of this ſort, worthy ap- 


plauſe or notice, has ever yet appeared. 
THE few, even among profeſſed ſcholars, that 


are able to read the ancient HTS TORIANs in their 


inimitable originals, are ſtartled at the paradox 
l | | > 


- 
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of BoLINGBROKE, who boldly prefers Guic- 
CIARDINI to THUCIDYDES ; that is, the moſt 
verboſe and tedious to the moſt com prehenſive 
and conciſe of writers, and a collector of facts 5 
to one who was himſelf an eye · witneſs and a 


principal actor in the important ſtory he relates. 
And, indeed, it may well be preſumed, that the 
ancient hiſtories exceed the modern from this 


ſingle conſideration, that the latter are com- 


monly compiled by recluſe ſcholars, unpractiſed 


in buſineſs war and politics; whilſt the former 


are many of them written by miniſters, com- 
manders, and princes themſelves. We have, in- 


deed, a few flimzy memoirs, particularly in a 


neighbouring nation, written by perſons deeply 
intereſted in the tranſactions they deſcribe; but 
theſe I imagine will not be compared to The 


6 retreat of the ten thouſand” which XENoPHON 


himſelf conducted and related, nor to The 


«© Gallic war” of CESAR, nor © The precious. 
< fragments” of PoLyBivs, which our modern 


generals and miniſters would not be diſcredited 
by diligently peruſing, and making them the 
models of their conduct as well as of their ſtyle. 
Are the reflections of MAcHIAveL ſo ſubtle and 
refined as thoſe of Tacitus? Are the portraits 
of Tyvanvus ſo ſtrong and expreſſive as thoſe 
of SALLUsT and PLUTARCH ? Are the narrations 


of DAvILA fo lively and animated, or do his 


VOL. IV. K ſenti- 
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ſentiments breath fuch a love of liberty and vit | 
.tue, as thoſe of Livy and' Hxxoporus! K | 
FIE ſupreme excellence of the dic hn: | 
CHITECTURE, the laſt particular to be touched: 
F ſhall not enlarge upon; becaufe it has never 
once been called in queſtion, and becauſe it is 
abundantly teſtified by the awful ruins of amphi- 
theatres, aqueducts, arches and columns, that 
are the daily objects of veneration- though: not 
of imitation” Fhis art, it is obſervable, has 
never been improved in later ages in one ſingle 
inſtance; but every juſt and legitimate edifice is 
ſtill formed according to the five old eſtabliſhed 
orders, to which human wit has never been able 
to add a ſixth of equal fymmetry and ftrength, 
Sven, therefore, are the triumphs of, the 
ANCIENTs, eſpecially of the GR REE s, over the 
Moptrns. They may, perhaps, be not un- 
juſtly aſcribed to a genial climate, that gave ſuch 
a happy temperament of body as was moſt pro- 
per to produce fine ſenſations ;,. to a language 
moſt harmonious, copious, and forcible; to the 
public encouragements and honours beſtowed on 
the cultivators of literature; to the emulation 
excited among the generous youth, by exhibi- 
tions of their performances at the ſolemn games; 
to an inattention to the arts of lucre and com- 
meree, which engroſs and debaſe the minds of 


the moderns ; ; and above all, to an exemption 
from 
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from the neceſſity of overloading their natural 
faculties with learning and languages, to. Which 
we in theſe later times are obliged to n our- 
ſelves for writers if we expect to be read. 

Ir is faid by VoLTAIRE,. with. his uſual liveli- 
neſs, We ſhall never again. behold the time, 
c when a Duke DE La RoCHEFOUCAULT might 
« go from the converſation of a Pas c Al or AR- 
«© NAULD, to the theatre of CoRNnEILLE.” 
This reflexion may be more juſtly applied to the 
ancients, and it may with, much greater truth be 
ſaid; „ The age will. never again return, when 
«© a PERICLES, after walking with PLA TO in a 
<« portico. built by PRHIDIAS, and painted, b 

% APELLES,, might repair to hear a pleading, of 
«© DEMOSTRHENES, or a tragedy of SORHOCLES.” 55 
I $HALL, next examine the other part of 

Apnisor“'s aſſertion, that the moderns excel tha 
ancients in all the arts of RIDICULE, and aſſign 
the reaſons of this ſuppoſed excellence, 


0 
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Now. 128. SATURDAY, Fanuary 26, 17 54. 


1 Ille fo firorſum, * dextrorſum abit: ; units utrigque 
Error, ſed variis illudit Partibus. ET Honk. 


When in a wood we leave the certain way, 
One error fools us, tho' we various ſtray, 


Some to the left, and ſome to t'other ſide. 
FnAxcrs. 


T is common among all the claſſes of man- 
1 kind, to charge each other with trifling away 
life: every man looks on the occupation or 
amuſement of his neighbour, as ſomething below 
the dignity of our nature, and een of the 
attention of a rational being. | 
A MAN who conſiders the paucity of the wants 
7 df nature, and who, being acquainted with the 
various means by which all manual occupations 
are now facilitated, obſerves what numbers are 
$: ſupported by the labour of a few, would, in- 
- deed, be inclined to wonder, how the multi- 
tudes who are exempted from the neceſſity of 
working either for themſelves or others, find 
buſineſs to fill up the vacuities of life. The 
greater part of mankind neither card the fleece, 
dig the mine, fell the wood, nor gather in the 
Harveſt; they neither tend herds, nor build 
houſes; in what then are th ey employed ? 
” Tris 
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Tris is certainly a queſtion, which a diſtant 
proſpect of the world will not enable us to an- 
ſwer. We find all ranks and ages mingled toge- 1 
ther in a tumultuous confuſion, with haſte in 
their motions and eagerneſs in their looks; but 
what they have to perſue or avoid, a more minute 
obſervation muſt inform us. Bet 50 


WEN we analize the croud into individuals, 
it ſoon appears that the paſſions and imaginations 
of men will not eaſily ſuffer them to be idle; 
we ſee things coveted merely becauſe they are 
rare, and perſued becauſe they are fugitive 3 we 
ſee men conſpire to fix an arbitrary value on 1. 
which is worthleſs in itſelf, and then contend for 
the poſſeſſion. One is a collector of foſſils, of 
which he knows no other uſe than to ſhe w 
them; and when he has ſtocked his own repoſi- 
' tory, grieves that the ſtones which he has left 
behind him ſhould he picked up by another. 
The floriſt nurſes a tulip, and repines that his 

rival's beds enjoy the ſame ſhowers and ſun ſhine 

with his own. This man is hurrying to a con- 
cert, only leſt others ſhould have heard the new 
muſician before him; another burſts from his 
company to the play, becauſe he fancies himſelf 
the patron of an actreſs; ſome ſpend the morn- 
| ing in conſultations with their taylor, and dome 
in directions to their r ſome are * 


— 
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parties for cards, od ſome eb vo a at a 
| horſe race. 
_ . ry cannot, I-chink; be Haves: that ads of } 
theſe lives are paſſed in trifles, in occupations by 
which the bufy neither benefit themſelves nor 
others, and by which no man could be long 
engaged, who ſeriouſſy conſidered hat he was 
doing, or had knowledge enough to compare 
what he is with what he might be made. How- 
ever, as people who have the ſame inclination 
generally flock together, every trifler is kept in 
countenance by the fight of others as unpro- 
ntably active as himſelf; by kindling che heat of 
competition, he in time thinks himſelf important, 
and by having his mind intenſely I) he" is 
fecured fnom wearineſs of himſelf. 1 0 
Som degree of ſelf approbation is always che 
nos of diligence; and 1 cannot, therefore, 
but conſider the 1aborious cultivation of petty 
-pleafures, as a more happy and more wirtuous 
diſpoſition, than that univerſal contempt and 
| Haughty negligence, which is ſometimes affo- 
«ciated with powerful faculties, but is often 
aſſumed by indolence when it diſowns its 
name, and aſpires t to the appellation of greatneſs 
of —_— 
Tr has been Jolly obſerved, that drollery and 
ridicule is the moſt eafy kind of wit: let it be 


added, that contempt and arrogance is the eaſieſt 
philoſophy. 
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philoſophy. To find ſome objection to every 
thing, and to diſſolye in perpetual, lazineſs under 
pretenoe that occaſions are wanting to call forth 
activity, to laugh at thoſe who are ridiculouſly 
bufy without ſetting an example of more rational 
induſtry, is no leſs in the power of * eee 
than of the [higheſt intellect?s. 5 
Qu preſent ſtate has placed us b at once 15 
ſuch different relations, thut every human em- 
ployment, which is not a viſible- and immediate 
act of goodneſs, will be in fome reſpect or other 
ſubject to contempt: but it is true, likewiſe, 
that almoſt every act, which | is not directly 
vicious, is in ſome reſpect benefcial and laudable. 
„ Joſten, ſays BRUWERE, “ obſerve from my 
c wWindew, two beings: of erect form and 
& amiable countenance, endowed with - the 
cc powers of reaſon, able to clothe their thoughts | 
* in language, and convey their notions to 
5 each other. They riſe arty in the morning, 
« and are every day employed till ſun-ſet n 
< rubbing two ſmooth {tones together, or * 
other terms in poliſhing marble.“ 
* Tp lions could paint, ſays the able, Mo in 
the room of thoſe pictures which exhibit men 
c vanquiſhing mis we ſhould ſee lions feed- 
ing upon men.” If the ſtone · cutter eould 
have eee en f. what an he hate 
8 7 OS © 5 


cc 1 | 


C letter was too often repeated; that he was 
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I Look up,” ſays he, © every day from 


— 
4 


cc 


* * : 
f 2 - 

cc 
s my 
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ce 
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cc 
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. my ſhop, upon a man whom the idlers, who 


<< ftand ſtill to gaze upon my work, often cele- 
brate as a wit and a philoſopher. I often per- 


ceive his face clouded with care, and am told 


that his taper is ſometimes burning at midnight. 
©. The fight of a man who works ſo much 
harder than myſelf, excited my curioſity. 1 

heard no found of tools in his apartment, and, 
therefore, could not imagine what he was 


doing ; ; but was told at laſt, that he was 


writing deſcriptions of mankind, who when 


he had deſcribed them would live juſt as they 
had lived before; that he ſate up whole nights 


to change a ſentence, becauſe the ſound of a 


cc 
ce 
=? 


60 


- 
- 
* 
- * 


00 
15 
6 
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(6 


often diſquieted with doubts, about the pro- 
priety of a word which every body underſtood; 
that he would heſitate. between two expreſſions 


_equally proper, till he could not fix his choice 


but OY: conſulting his friends; that be will 
run from one end of Paris to the other, for 


an opportunity of reading a period: to a niee 
ear; that if a ſingle line is heard with cold- 


neſs and inattention, he returns home de- 


| jected and diſconſolate; and that by all this 
care and labour, he hopes only to make 2 


little book, which at laſt will teach no uſeful 


art, and which none who has it not. will per- 
« ceive 
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4 ceive himſelf to want. have often wondered 
«- for what end ſuch a being as this was ſent into 
« the world ; and ſhould be glad to ſee thoſe 
& who live thus fooliſhly, ſeized by an order of 
& "oe government, ud obliged to labour at ſome 
« uſeful occupation.“ 

 Trvs, by a partial and imperfod? repreſen- 
tation, may every thing be made equally ridi- 
culous. He that gazed with contempt on human 
beings rubbing ſtones together, might have pro- 
longed the ſame amuſement by walking through 
the i city, and ſeeing others with Iooks of i impor- 
tance heaping one brick upon another; or by 
rambling into the country, where he might ob- 
ſerve other creatures of the ſame kind driving a 
piece of ſharp iron into the clay, or, in the 
language of men less enlightened, ploughing 
the field, 

As it is thus eaſy by a Teh of minute cir- 
cumftances to make every thing little, ſo. it is 
not difficult by an aggregation of effects to make 
every thing great. The poliſher of marble may 
be forming ornaments for the palaces of virtue 
and the ſchools of ſcience; of providing tables, 
on which the actions of heroes and the diſcoveries 
of ſages ſhall be recorded, for the incitement and 
inſtruction of future generations. The maſon is 
exerciſing one of the principal arts by which rea- 
ſoning beings are diſtinguiſhed from the brute, 
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the art to which life owes much of its ſafety and 
all its convenience, by which we are ſecured 
from the inclemency of the ſeaſons, and fortified 
againſt the ravages of hoſtility ; and the plough- 
man is changing the face of nature, diffuſing 
plenty and happineſs over kingdoms, and com- 
pelling the earth to give food to her inhabitants. 

GREATNESS | and littleneſs are terms merely 
comparative; and we err in our eſtimation of 
things, becauſe we meaſure them by ſome wrong 
ſtandard. The trifler propoſes to himſelf only 
to equal or excel ſome other trifler, and is happy 
or miſerable as he ſucceeds or miſcarries: the 
man of ſedentary deſire and unactive ambition, 
fits comparing his power with his wiſhes ; and 
makes his inability to perform things impoſſible, 
an excuſe to himſelf for performing nothing. 
Man can only form a juſt eſtimate of his own 
actions, by making his power the teſt of his per- 
formance, by comparing what he does with what 
he can do, Whoever ſteadily perſeveres in the 
exertion of all his faculties, does what is great 
with reſpect to himſelf; and what will not be 
deſpiſed by Him, who has given to all created 
"beings their different abilities : he faithfully per- 
84 the taſk of life, within whatever limits 
his labours may be confined, or how ſoon ſoever 
they may be forgotten. 


We 
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Wx can conceive Jo much more 8 1 
Fee that whoever. tries his on actions 
by his imagination, may appear deſpicable in his 
own eyes. He that deſpiſes for its littleneſs any 

ching really uſtſul, has no pretenſions to applaud 
the grandeur of his conceptions; ſince nothing 
but narrowneſs of mind hinders him from ſeeing, 
that by perſuing the ſame principles every ching 
limited will appear-contemptible. A | 
Hs that neglects the care of his e whils. 
his benevolence expands itſelf in ſcheming fe 
_ happineſs of imaginary; kingdoms, might wit! 
equal reaſon ſit on a throne dreaming of univerſa ; 
empire, and of the diffuſion of bleſſings bver all 
the globe: yet even this globe is little, compared 
with the ſyſtem of matter within our view; and 
that ſyſtem barely ſomething more than non- 
entity, compared with the boundleſs regions of 
ſpace, to which neither eye nor imagination can 
extend. | _ PE Ly 

F ROM conceptions, N of what we 
might have been, and from wiſhes to be what 
we are not, conceptions that we know to be 
fooliſh, and wiſhes which we feel to be vain, 
we muſt neceſſarily deſcend to the conſideration 
of what We are. We have powers very ſcanty 
in their utmoſt extent, but which in different men 
are differently proportioned. Suitably to theſe 
powers we have duties preſcribed, which we 


muſt 


* 


1264 The ADVENTURER. No. 428. 


muſt neither deeline for the ſake of delighting 
ourſelves with eaſier amuſements, nor oyerlook 
in idle contemplation of greater ene or 
em extenſive comprehenſio n 
I order to the right conduct of our F we 
muſt remember, that we are not born to pleaſe 
ourſelves. He that ſtudies ſimply his own ſatiſ-. 
faction, will always find the proper buſineſs of 
his ſtation too hard or too eaſy for him. But if 
we bear continually in mind, our relation to 
THE FATHER: os BRING, by whom we are 
placed in the world, and who has allotted us 
the part which we are to bear in the general ſy- 
ſtem of life, we ſhall be eaſily perſuaded to reſign 
our own inclinations to UNtRRING WisDom, 
and do. the work decreed los us. with rene | 
eee TVC 
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EONARDO DA Vil one of the moòſt 
"accompliſhed maſters in the art of painting, 
was accuſtomed to delineate inſtantiy in His 
pocket book every face, in which he diſcovered 
any ſi ngularity of air or feature. By this method 
he obtained a vaſt collection of various counte- 
nances; and eſcaped that barren uniformity and 
_ reſemblance, ſo viſible in the generality of hif- 
tory pieces, that the ſpectator is apt to 9m, 7 of 

all the figures are of one family. e 
As a Mörse ſhould imitate this practice, my 
ſketch characters from the life,” at the inſtant in 
vhich they ſtrike him; T amuſed myſelf yeſterday 
in the pump- room, by contemplating the dif- 
ferent conditions and characters of the perſons 
who were n before: me, ou: nn 
. 
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the various motives that influenced them to croud 
to this city. e enen er e 
1 a young; nobleman. — great 
hopes and large property, fell into a courſe of 
early debauchery at Weſtminſter ſchool and at. 
the age of ſixteen privately kept an abandoned 
woman of the town, to whoſe lodgings he ſtole 
in the intervals of ſchool-hours, and who ſoon 
communicated to him a diſeaſe of peculiar power | 
to poiſon the ſprings of life, and prevent the ma- 
turity of manhood. His body is enervated and 
emaciated, his cheek yellow and bloodieſt, his 
hand palſied, and his mind gloomy and dejected. 
It being thought, however, abſolutely neceſſary 
for the welfare of his family that he ſhould 
marry, he has been betrothed in this dreadful 
condition, to a lady whoſe beauty and. vivacity 
are in their meridian; and his phyſicians' have 
ordered him to theſe ſalutary waters to try if it 
be poſſible for him to recover a little health 
before the marriage is celebrated. Can we won- 
der at the diminiſhed race of half formed animals, 
that crawl about our ftreets in the ſhape. of men, 
when matches, ſo unequal and ſo unnatural-are 
not only permitted, but enjoined as a. teſt of 
Alial duty, and the condition of parental favour: 


PO patrum referant j jejunia nati. : Vire, 
rom the faitit embrace 
2 nmanly ſons ariſe, a puny race! 


IxExRTIO 


* Rn 
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IN ERTIO is a plump and healthy old bachelor, 
a ſenior fellow of a rich ſociety. in one of our 
univerſities, whoſe chief buſineſs in life is to ride 
before dinner for a good appetite, and. after it 
for a good digeſtion. Not only his ſituation but 
his taſte has determined him to continue in a 
ſtate of celibacy ; * for,” ſays. he, © at pre- 
<« ſent I can afford to drink port and keep a 
« couple of geldings; but if I ſhould, raſhly 
c encumber myſelf with madam and her brats, 
ce] muſt deſcend to walk on foot and drink ale,” 
He was much alarmed at miſſing his regular 
annual fit of the gout, and, on that account, hav- 
ing waited for it with impatience and uneaſineſs 
a month longer than the expected time, he hur- 
ried to this city in hopes of acquiring it by the | 
efficacy of the waters. I found him yeſterday | 
extremely dejected, and on. my entering his 
chamber, Life,” ſaid he, &« is full of vexations 
ce and diſappointments: what a dreadful acci- 
« dent !” I imagined that ſome ſelected friend, 
| ſome brother of his choice was dead, or that the 
college-treaſury was burnt : but he immediately 
undeceived me by adding — I was preſented 
cc with the fineſt, the fatteſt collar of brawn, and 
& expected it at dinner this day ; but the raſcally 
& carrier has conveyed it to a wrong place fifty 
miles off, and before I can receive it it will be 
6 4: unfit for Ts 


_ Here 
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HERR likewiſe is the learned and ingenious 
Cnrro. Cxrro is a genius of a ſuperior order, 
who hath long inſtructed and entertained his 
country by many incomparable works of lite- 
Tature and morality; and who in a Grecian com- 
monwealth would have had a ſtatue erected, and 
have been maintained at the public expence; 
but in this kingdom has with great difficulty 
gained a precarious competence, by inceſſant 
labour and application. Theſe uninterrupted 
and unrewaded ſtudies, have at length impaired 
his health, and undermined a conſtitution natu- 
rally vigorous and happy: and as CRTTO has 
never been able to lay up a ſum ſufficient to pro- 
cure him the aſſiſtance which the debility of ſick- 
neſs and age require, he was obliged to inſure 
his life, and borrow at exorbitant intereſt a few 
pounds to enable him to perform this journey 
to Bath, which alone could reſtore his health and - 
ſpirits; and now, as his money and credit are ex- 
hauſted, he will be compelled to abandon this 
place, when his cure is only half effected; and 
muſt retire to languiſh i ina little lodging in ; ul 
don, while his readers and admirers content 
themſelves with lamenting his diſtreſs, and 
wondering how it comes to paſs that nothing 
has been done for a man wr ſuch diſtinguiſhed 
abilities and e bs | 
EE Docrox 
3 
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Docrox PAMPER is poſſeſſed of three large 
ccleſiaſtical;preferments : his motive for coming 
hither is ſomewhat. ſingular; it is, becauſe his 
pariſhes cannot furniſh him with a ſet of perſons 
that are equal to him in the knowledge of whiſt; 
he is, therefore, neceſſitated every ſeaſon to fre- 
quent this place, where alone he can meet with 
ene are worth contending with, + 
SpuMoslus, who is one of the livelieſt of free, 
e ke, had not been three months at the 
Temple before he became irreſiſtibly enamoured 
of the beauty of virtue. He always carried a 
SHAFTESBURY in his pocket, and uſed to read 
and explain the ſtriking paſſages to large ci cirel 
at the coffee houſe; he was of opinion, that for 
purity and perſpicuity, elegance of ſtyle and force 
of reaſoning, the CHARACTERISTICS, were in- 


for regulating our taſte and our morals... He diſ- 


covered a delicate artificial connection in theſe 
diſcourſes, which to vulgar eyes appear to be 
looſe and incoherent rhapſodies; nay he clearly 
perceived, that each treatiſe depended on the fore- 
going, and all together compoſed one uniform 
whole, and the nobleſt ſyſtem of truth and virtue 
that had been imparted to mankind; He quar- 
relled irreconcileably with his deareſt friend, 
who happened to hint, that the ſtyle was affected 
and unharmonious, the metaphors far- fetched 
| - and 


— 
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and violent and frequently <oirfe and Antberal, 
the arguments incontluſive amd uffulr, che rafllery 
frigid and infipid, and totally different from the 
Attic irony of Socrates, which the author 
preſumed to propeſe for his pattern. Srumestos 
always diſdained to practiſe virtue on che mean 
and mercenary motives of reward and puniſh- 
ment; and was convinced, that ſo e ent a 
creature as man might be kept in order by the 
Alken cords of delicacy and dcorum. He, there. 


fore, frequently. fneersd at the prieftly motions 
of heaven and hell, as fit only eo be entertained. 


by vulgar and ferdid- minds. But being lately 
attacked by a ſevere diſtemper, he betrayed 
Fears chat were net compatible with che bold- | 

ntfs of his former profeſſions 4 and e | 
| the Approach ef death, has had rsecurſfe to 
various Fenedies; ad is tt laſt arrived ors, 8 
full of doubt as of diſenſe, but feeling more acute 
pains in His rind eee de en 
his body. £219 Ol, 

MA. Dove. "as." ah u dag boiler: alt 
Cheſter, but having accumulated a'vatt fortune 
by trade, he is now reſolved to be polite, and 
enjoy his money with taſte. He has brought his 
numerous family of aukward :girls hither, only 
-becauſe he Has heard that people of faſhion. do 
At this time of the year generally take a trip to 
Barn. And for che fame reaſon he-intends in 
EL 1 the 


— 
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the ſpring to make a journey to Parts, and will, 
I dare ſay, commence virtuoſo on his return, 
and be a profeſſed judge of dreſs, pictures, and 
furniture. 5 

I MUST not n to inform you that we have 
the company of Captain GarRIsHn, a wit and a 
critic, who pretends he is perfectly acquainted 
with the beſt writers of the age, and whoſe opi- 
nion on every new work is deemed deciſive in 
the Pump- room. The prefaces of DRvpzx, and 
the French critics, are the ſources from which 
his immenſe literature is derived. Dacitr's 
Plutarch has enabled him to tat farniliarly of the 
moſt celebrated Greeks ant Romans, and 
BavILE's Dictionary finiſhed Him fbr à ſcholar. 
Sometimes he vouchſafes to think the Apvkx- 
TURER tolerable ; but he generally exclaims, 
« How grave and ſententious! Good Heavens ! 
cc what more Greek ! This circumſtance wilt 
ruin the credit of the paper. They will not 
take my advice, for you muſt know T am in- 
<« timate with all the authors of it; they Are 
« ten in number; and ſome of Wein — 
< But as J have been intruſted with their ſecrets, 
* I muſt diſcloſe no more. To tell you the 
„ truth, I have given them a few effays myfelf, 
« which I have e TO ET 
60 een 2 BOG: 
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by dieſe portraits, which are faithfully copied 


from the life, ſhould amuſe you, I may perhaps 


take an opportunity of adding to the collection. 


. 3 


| I wy” 
N Mr. ApyevTzen, Your, 
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ay 


Qui non no bedie, cras minus Ae crit. 


* : Ma . 


The man will r fail who a delay, 
ad ah to-morrow that has loſk: to-day. | 
| Chee. 
'T was ſaid bn "fide deb wow of 5 
friends lamented his confinement under a ſen- 
tence of death, which he knew not how ſoon 


be might ſuffer, «© that the world itſelf was 
$6, only a larger priſon, out of which ſome were 
25 every day ſelected for execution.“ That there 
is a time when every man is ſtruck with a ſenſe 
of this awful truth, I do not doubt; and, per- 


haps, a haſty ſpeculatiſt would conclude, that 


its influence would be ſtronger in proportion as it 


more 


\ 
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more frequently occurred: but upon every mind 
that is become familiar with calamity, calamity, 
loſes its force; and miſery grows.leſs only by its 
*continuance, becauſe thoſe who have long ſuf⸗ 
fered loſe their ſenſibility. 1 
Ix he, who lies down at night in the; vigour 
and health of five and twenty, ſhould riſe ! in the 
morning with the infirmities of four-ſcore, it is 
not improbable that he would ſink under a ſenſe 
of his condition; regret of enjoyments which 
could never return, would preclude all that re- 
mained; and the laſt mournful effects of decay 
would be haſtened and aggravated by anticipation. 
But thoſe who have been enfeebled by degrees, 
who have been ſhaken ten years by the palſey, 
or crippled by the gout, frequently totter about 
upon their crutches with an air of waggiſh jocu - 
larity, are always ready to entertain their com- 
pany with a jeſt, meet their acquaintance with 
a toothleſs grin, and are the firſt to toaſt a young 
beauty when they can ſcarce lift the glaſs to their 
lips. Even criminals, who knew that in the 
morning they were to die, have often flept.in 
the night; though very few of thoſe who have 
been committed for a capital offence, which 
they knew would be eaſily proved, have ſlept the 
firſt night after they were confined. Danger ſo 
ſudden and fo imminent, alarms: confounds. and. 


terrifies 3 but after a time ſtupor ſupplies the want 
of 
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of fortitude; and as the evil approaches, it is 
in effect leſs terrible, except in the moment 
when it arrives; and then, indeed, it is common 
to lament that inſenſibility, which before perhaps 
was voluntarily increaſed by drunkenneſs or diſ- 
fipation, by folitary e eee or tumultuous 
3 

THERE is * reaſon to Wee that this 

& power of the world to come,“ as it is expreſſed 
in the ſublimity of Eaſtern metaphor, is gene- 
rally felt at the ſame age. The dread of death 
has ſeldom been found to intrude upon the chear- 
fulneſs ſimplicity and innocence of children; 
they gaze at a funeral proceſſion with as much 
vacant curioſity as at any other ſhew, and fee 
the world change before them without the leaſt 
ſenſe of their own ſhare in the viciſſitude. In 
youth, when all the appetites are ſtrong, and 
every gratification is heightened: by. novelty, the 
mind reſiſts mournful impreſſions with a kind of 
elaſtic power, by which the ſignature that is forced 
upon it is immediately effaced: when this tu- 
mult firſt ſubſides, while the attachment to life 

is yet ſtrong, and the mind begins to look for- 
ward, and concert meaſures by which thoſe en- 
joyments may be ſecured which it is ſollicitous 
to keep, or others obtained to atone for the diſ- 
| appointments that are paſt, then death ſtarts up 
Jun a ſpectre in all his terrors, the blood is 
chilled 


\ 
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chilledi at eee, he/i is perceived ta, ap» 

b and irreſiſtible pace, re. 
LMPOINDIAC) — in Vain. e 

Pride and eee image pro- 
ds 'whenever it firſt ruſhes: upon the mind, 
are always complicated with: a ſenſe of guilt and 
remorſe; and generally produce ſome haſty and 
zealous. purpoſes of more uniform virtue and 
more ardent! devotion, of ſomething that may 
ſecure us, not only from the worm that never 
dies and the fire that is not quenched, but, from 
total mortality, and admit n to the. ee 
beyond the ran e — 

- Fats purpoſe is; ſeldom * relinquiſhed, 
though it is not always executed with vigour and 
perſeverance; the reflection which, produced it 
often: recurs, but it ſtill recurs with leſs. force; 
deſire of immediate pleaſure becomes predomi- 
nant; appetite is no longer reſtrained; and either | 
all attempts to ſecure future happineſs are deſer- 
red to a more convenient ſeaſon,” or ſome 
expedients are fought. to render ſenſuality. and 
virtue compatible, and to obtain every object of 
hope without leſſening the treaſures of poſſeſſion. 
Thus vice naturally becomes the diſciple of infi- 
delity; and the wretch who dares not aſpire to 
the heroic virtue of a CHRISTIAN, liſtens with 
eagerneſs to every objection againſt the authority 
& Fa | | ours 


* 
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bours in-vain-to eſtabliſh another that will-acqu 
him: he forms ma ments to juſtify ne 


then dreams that happineſs ie 

TxEsx frauds, though they would have been 
impoſſible in the hour of conviction and terror, 
are yet practiſed with great eaſe when it is paſt, 


and contribute very much to prevent its return. 


It is, indeed, ſcarce poſſible, that it ſhould re- 
turn with the ſame force, becauſe the power of 
novelty is neceſſarily exhauſted in the firſt onſet. 
Some ineidents, however, there are, which re- 
new the terror; and they ſeldom fail to renew 
the purpoſe: upon the death of a friend, a parent, 
or a wife, the comforts and the confidence of 
ſophiſtry are at an end; the moment that ſuſ- 
pends the influence of temptation, reſtores the 


j power of conſcience, and at once rectifies the 


underſtanding. He, who has been labouring to 


explain away thoſe duties which he had not for- 


titude to practiſe, then ſees the vanity of the at- 


tempt; he regrets the time that is paſt, and re- 


ſolves to improve that which remains: but if the 
firſt purpoſe of reformation has been ineffectual, 
the ſecond is ſeldom executed; as the ſenſe of 
n by which it is produced is not ſo ftrong, 
tlie 
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the motive is leſs; and as the power of appetite 
15 increaſed by habitual gratification the oppoſi- 
tion is more; the avi off; the 


are found to be unpleaſant; dhe Abe of de 
ſoul returns, and as the d dange increaſes mn : 
comes leſs ſuſceptible of fear. + 
Tus the Yreadful conditidn * 6 is 
&« looks back after having put his hand to the 
„ plough, may be reſolved into natural cauſes; 
and it may be affirmed, upon mere philoſophical 
principles, that there is a call which is repeated 
no more, and an apoſtacy from e it is ex- 
tremely difficult to return, 

LEr thoſe who ſtill delay that which's yet Ls 
believe to be of eternal moment, remember, that 
their motives to effect it will {till grow weaker, - 
and the difficulty of the work perpetually increaſe; 
to neglect it now, therefore, is a pledge that it 
will be neglected for ever: and if they are rouzed 
by this thought, let them inſtantly improve its 
influence; for even this thought when it returns, 
will return with leſs power, and though it ſhould 
rouze them now will perhaps rouze them no 
more. But let them not confide in ſuch virtue 
as can be practiſed without a ſtruggle, and which 
interdicts the gratification of no paſſion but ma- 
lice; nor adopt principles which could never be 
believed at 'the only time when they could be 
VOL. IV. =” uſeful; 


* 
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uſeful; like arguments which men ſometimes 
form when they ſlumber, and ml Moment e 
awake diſcover to be abſurd. Ys 

Lr thoſe who in the anguiſh of un each 
mind have regretted the paſt, and reſolved to 
redeem it in the future, perſiſt invariably to do 
whatever they then wiſhed to have done. Let 
this be eſtabliſhed as a conſtant rule of action, 
and oppoſed to all the cavils of ſophiſtry and 
* ſenſe; for this wiſn will inevitably return when 
it muſt for ever be ineffectual, at that awful mo- 
ment, when the ſhadow. of death ſhall be 
<< ſtretched over them, and that night commence 
<« in which no man can work. 8 


esa 
Nun I 31. T UESDAY, February 5. 1 7 75% 


he bg Sd es — Miſe 
Er rgo aliguid noftris de moribus. F 


And mingle ſomething of our times to pleaſe. 
Durpzx, Jun, 


\ONTENELLE, in his panegyric on Sir 
 T8aac NEwTON, cloſes a long enumeration 

of that great philoſopher's virtues and attainments, 
with an obſervation, that he was not diſtin- 
4 guiſhed from other men, by any fingularit 
<« ether natural 1 Oe 
Ir 
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IT is an eminent inſtance of NewrTox' s  ſupe- 
riority to the reſt of mankind, that he was able 
to ſeparate knowledge from thoſe weakneſſes by 


which knowledge i is generally diſgraced ; that hae 


was able to excell in ſcience and wiſdom, with - 
out purchaſing them by the neglect of little 
things; and that he ſtood alone, merely becaufe 
he had left the reſt of mankind behind bun not 
becauſe he deviated from the beaten tract. 

WHOEVER, after the example of PLUTARCH, 
ſhould compare the lives of illuſtrious men, might 
ſet this part of NEwToN's character to view with 
great advantage, by oppoſing it to that of Bacon, 
perhaps the only man of later ages, who has 
any pretenſions to diſpute \ with him the palm of 
W or ſcience. 

Bacon, after he had added to a long and 
careful contemplation of almoſt every other ob= 
ject of knowledge a curious inſpection into com- 
mon life, and after having 1 nature as a 
philoſopher, had cxardigied e men's buſineſs and 
« boſoms” as a ſtateſman; yet failed ſo much 
in the conduct of domeſtic affairs, that in the 
moſt lucrative poſt to which a great and wealthy 
kingdom could advance him, he felt all the mi- 
ſeries of diſtreſsfull poverty, and committed all 
the crimes to which poverty incites. Such were 
at once his negligence and rapacity, that, as it 
is ſaid, he would gain by unworthy practices that 

. money, 
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money, which, when ſo acquired, his ſervants 
might ſteal from one end of the table, while he 
fat ſtudious and abſtracted at the other. 
As ſcarcely any man has reached the excel- 
lence, very few have ſunk to the weakneſs of 
Bacon: but almoſt all the ſtudious tribe, as they 
obtain any participation of his knowledge, fee] 
likewiſe ſome contagion of his defects; and ob- 
ſtruct the veneration which learning would pro- 
cure, by follies greater or leſs to whom only | 
learning could betray them. 1 
Ix has been formerly remarked by the Guar- 
DIAN, that the world puniſhes with too great ſe- 
verity the error of thoſe, who imagine that the ij ig- 
norance of little things may be compenſated by the 
knowledge of great; for ſo it is, that as more 
can detect petty failings than can diſtinguiſh or 
eſteem great qualifications, and as mankind is 
in general more eaſily diſpoſed to cenſure than to 
admiration, contempt is aften incurred by ſlight 
miſtakes, which real virtue or uſefulneſs cannot 
counterbalance. 725 8 
Fer ſuch miſtakes 400 ada?” it is 
not eaſy, for a man deeply immerſed in ſtudy to 
avoid; no man can become qualified for the 
common intercourſes of life, by private medita- 
tion; the manners of the world are not a regular 
ſyſtem, planned by philoſophers upon ſettled 
Principles, in Which every cauſe has a congruous 
effect, 


2 — 


No. 131. The ADVENTURER, 227 


effect, and one part has a Juſt reference to another. . 
Of the faſhions prevalent in every country, a 
few have ariſen, perhaps, from particular tem- 
peratures of the climate, a few more from the 
conſtitution of the government; but the greater 
part have grown up by chance, been ſtarted by 
caprice, been contrived by affectation, or | bor= 
rowed without any juſt motives of choice from 
other countries. 


Or all theſe, the ſavage that hunts Y prey 
upon the mountains, and the ſage that ſpeculates 
in his cloſet, muſt neceſſarily live in equal 1 igno- 
rance; yet by the obſervation of theſe trifles it is, 
that the ranks of mankind are kept in order, that 
the addreſs of one to another is regulated, and 
the general buſineſs of the world carried on with | 
facility. and method, 

Ts things, therefore, though ſmall in 
themſelves, become great by their ſrequeney; 
and he very much miſtakes his own intereſt, 
who, to the unavoidable unſkilſulneſs of ab- 
ſtraction and retirement, adds a voluntary neg-. 
let of common forms, and increaſes the dif- 
advantages of a ſtudious courſe of life by an 
arrogant contempt of thoſe practices, by which 
others endeavour to gain favour and multiply 

friendſhips. 

A REAL and interior diſdain of aſian and 


ceremony, is, indeed, not very often to be found: 
L 3 | much 


— 


\ 
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much the greater part of thoſe who pretend to 
laugh at foppery and formality, ſecretly wiſh to 
have poſſeſſed thoſe qualifications which they 
pretend to deſpiſe ; and becauſe they find it dif- 
ficult to waſh away the tincture which they have 
ſo deeply imbibed, endeavour. to harden them- 
| ſelves in a ſullen approbation of their own colour. 


Neutrality i is a ſtate, into which the buſy paſ- 


ſions of man cannot eaſily ſubſide ; and he who 


is in danger of the pangs of envy, is generally 


forced to recreate his imagination with an ef- 
fort of contempt. 
- -SOME, however, may be 1 _ fup- 
ported by the conſciouſneſs of great abilities and 
eleyated by a long courſe of reputation and ap- 
plauſe, voluntarily conſign themſelves to ſingu- 
larity, affect to croſs the roads of life becauſe 
they know that they ſhall not be juſtled, and in- 
dulge a boundleſs gratification. of will becauſe 
they perceive that they ſhall be quietly obeyed, 
Men of this kind are generally known by the 
name of HuMouRIsTs, an appellation by which 
he that has obtained it, and can be contented to 
keep it, is ſet free at once from the ſhackles of 
faſhion ; and can go in or out, fit or ſtand, be 
talkative or filent, gloomy or merry, adyance 
abſurdities or oppoſe demonſtration, without 
any other reprehenſion from mankind, than that 
hy Pk | £218 


W 
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it is his way, that he is . alem and. ag 
be let alone. N M0 
Tris ſeems to many, an eaſy aided A 
the various factions of mankind; and thoſe on 
whom it is beſtowed, appear too frequently to 
conſider the patience with which their caprices 
are ſuffered, as an undoubted evidence of their 
own importance, of a genius to which ſubmif- 
ſion is univerſally paid, and whoſe irregularities 
are only. conſidered as conſequences of its vigour. 
Theſe peculiarities, however, are always found 
to ſpot a character though they may not totally 
obſcure it; and he who expects from mankind, 
that they ſhould give up eſtabliſhed cuſtoms in 


compliance with his ſingle will, and exacts that 


deference which he does not pay, en 15 en- 
dured, but can never be approved. F 


- SINGULARITY is, I think, in nn nature 
univerſally and invariably diſpleaſing: in what - 
ever reſpect a man differs from others, he muſt 

de conſidered by them as either worſe or better. 
By. being better, it is well known that a man 
gains admiration oftener than love, fince all ap- 
probation of his practice muſt neceſſarily condemn 
him that gives it; and though a man oſten pleaſes 
by inferiority, there are few who deſire to give 
ſuch pleaſure.” Vet the truth is, "that ſingularity 
is almoſt always regarded as a brand of ſlight re- 
Tarek, and where it is aſſociated with acknow- 
L 4: ledged 
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ledged merit, ſerves as an abatement or an allay : 
of excellence, by which weak eyes are recon- 
elled to its luftre, and by which though kindneſs 
is not gained, at leaſt envy is averted, - _ 
Bor let no man be in haſte to conclude his 
own merit ſo great or conſpicuous, as to require 
or juſtify. ſingularity : it is as hazardous for a 
moderate underſtanding to uſurp the prerogatives 
of genius, as for a common form to play over 
the airs of unconteſted beauty. The pride of 
men will not patiently endure to ſee one, whoſe 
underſtanding. or attainments are but level with 
their own, break the rules by which they have 
conſented to be bound, or forſake the direction 
which they ſubmiſſively follow. All violation of 
eſtabliſhed practice, implies in its own nature a 
rejection of the common opinion, a defiance of 
common cenſure, and an appeal from general 
laws to private judgment: he, therefore, who 
differs from others without apparent advantage, 
ought not to be angry if his arrogance is puniſned 
with ridicule; if thoſe, whoſe example he ſuper- 
ciliouſſy overlooks, point bim out to deriſion, and 
hoot him back again into the common road. 
TE pride of fingularity is often exerted in 
little things, where right and wrong are inde- 
| terminable, and where, therefore, vanity. is 
without excuſe. But there are occaſions on 


which it is noble to dare to ſtand alone. To be 
pious 
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pious among infidels, to be 'diſi ntereſted in a 
time of general venality, to lead a life of virtue 
and reaſon in the midſt of ſenſualiſts, is a proof 
of a mind intent on nobler things than the praiſe 
or blame of men, of a foul fixed in the contem- 
plation of the higheſt good, and ſuperior” to the 
tyranny of cuſtom or example. 

Ix moral and religious queſtions only, a wiſe 
man will hold no conſultations with faſhion, 
decauſe theſe duties are conſtant and immutable, 
and depend not on the notions of men, but the 
commands of HEAVEN: yet even of theſe, the 
external mode is to be in ſome meaſure regulated 
by the prevailing taſte of the age in which we 
live; for he is certainly no ien to virtue, who 
nealalds to give it any lawful attraction, or ſuf- 
fers it to diſpleaſe the eye of alienate the affec- 
tions for want of i innocent et with faſh-, 
ionable decorations. 

Ix is yet remembered of the learned and. pious 
NELsoN,, that he was remarkably elegant in his 
manners, and ſplendid in his dreſs. He knew, 
that the eminence of his character drew wy | 
eyes upon him; and he was careful not 
drive the young or the gay away from 3 
by repreſenting it as an enemy to any diſtinction 
or enjoyment, in which human nature 1 in- 
2 delight. : 355 


” : 2 
. I 7 l 
5 N 4 : 4 © LS 4 8s 


Ls 1 


226 The ADVENTURER. No. 132 


. IN this cenſure: of ſingularity, I have, there. 
fore, no intention to ſubject reaſon or conſcience 

to cuſtom and example, To comply with the no- 
tions and practices of mankind, is in ſome de- 
gree the duty of a ſocial being; becauſe by com- 
Pliance only he can pleaſe, and by pleaſing only 
he can become uſeful : but as the end is not to 
be loſt for the ſake of the means, we are not to 
give up virtue to complaiſance; for the end of 
complaiſance is only to gain the kindneſs of our 
fellow beings, whoſe kindneſs is deſirable only 
as inſtrumental to happineſs, and happineſs muſt 
be always loſt by departure from virtue. 


NuniB. 132. SaTurDaY, February 9, 1754. 


OO mn—perimur per opaca Tocorum.  Virs, 
4 OSTER n Lito? the Aer egos Sede e 


Nan Z Anz, the tmerchantof Bexdat; was 
eminent throughout all the Eaſt for his a- 


| varice and his wealth: his origin was obſcure, 


as that of the ſpark which by the collifion of 
Reel and adamant is ſtruck out of darkneſs; and 
the patient labour of perſevering diligence alone 
had made him rich. It was remembered, that 
$12 85 a when 


whenhowas ae he „ de =o 
nerous; and he was ſtill acknowledged to be in- 
exorably juſt. But whether, in his dealings with 
men, he diſcovered a perſidy which tempted him 
to put his truſt in gold, or whether in proportion 
as he accumulated wealth he diſcovered his own 
importance to increaſe, CAR AZ AM prized it 

more as he 3 it eee | he rms Toft the in- | 


and fa th uindine” me 
bead, cle bee intuence © extended ie "his 
boſhanb lucid om fiery $0207 ale 10 ONT ERR VSTLY $3 6 
—— dess Dank: AN Whykievss 
opened by hoſpitality, ' nor his hand by com- 
paſſion, yet fear led him conſtantly to the moſque 

at the ſlated hours of prayer; he performed all 
the rites of "devotion with che molt ſcrupuſous | 
punctuality, and had thrice paid his yows at the 
temple of the PRopyET. That devotion which 
ariſes from THE LOVE or G OD, and necef- 
farlly ineludes THE Love or Man, as it con- 
nects gratitude with beneficence, and exalts that 
which was moral to divine, confers new dignity | 
upon goodneſs, and is the object not only of af= 
fection but reverence. On the contrary, the de- 
votion of the ſelfiſh, whether it be thought to 
avert the puniſhment which every one wiſhes to 
be inflicted, or to inſure it by the complication 
of e a with guilt, never fails to excite in- 
's di gnation 
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| dignation and abhorrence. CARAZ AN, t 
[when he had locked his door, and wlmingiromnd 
2 of circumſpective ſuſpicion proceeded 
} moſque, .; was followed by every. eye 
8 the poor ſuſpended their 
ſupplication when he paſſed by; and though 
he was beer, by every man, yet nn 
him. Aye £235 A * 8 32 * Ho nnen 
770 Sucn ob — ove the gen emal, 
and ſuch was the character which he had ac- 
quired, hen notice was given by-proclamatic 
that he was removed to a magnificent dull 
the center of the city, that his table ſhauld be 
ſpread for the public, and that the ſtranger ſhould 
be welcome to his bed. The multitude ſoon: 
ruſhed like a torrent to his door, where they be- 
: beld him diſtributing bread to the hungry and ap- 
parel to the naked, his eye ſoftened with com- 
paſſion, and his check glowing with delight. 
Every one gazed with aſtoniſhment at the pro- 
digy; and the murmur of innumerable voices in- 
creaſing like the ſound of approaching Sunder, 
CARAZ AN beckoned with his hand; attention 
ſuſpended the tumult in a moment, and he us 
_ gratified the nn . * nen 
adience. 5 5 
TO Him, who 8 eee mh os 
ſmoke, THE ALMIGHTY and TR Moser 
MRcrrur, be everlaſting honour! He has or- 
e YE f daained 


— 
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dained ſleep to be the miniſter of inſtruction, 

his viſions: — þ-en the night. 1 
was ſitting alone in my Haram, with my lamp 
burning dere me, computing the product of 
my and exulting in the increaſe of 
my wealth, 1 fell; into a deep ſleep, and the hand 
of Him who dwells in the third heaven was up- 
on me. I, beheld the Angel of death coming 
forward like a whirlwind, and he ſmote me be- 
fore 1 nde deprecate the blow. At the ſame 
m felt myſe eee 
ue with :ſtoniſhing | 
regions of the air. The earth was eontracted 
to an atom beneath; and the ſtars glowed round 
me with a luſtre that obſcured the ſun. The gate 
of PaR Apis E was now in fight; and I was in- 
tercepted by a ſudden brightneſs which no human 
eye could behold: the irrevocable ſentence was 
now to be pronounced; my day of prabation;was 
paſt; and from the evil of my life nothing could 
2 away, nor could any thing be added 
the good. When I reflected that my lot ſor 
3 was caſt, which not all the powers of 
nature could reverſe, my confidence totally for- 
ſook me; and while I ſtood trembling and 
filent, covered with : confuſion: and chilled: with 
1 I was thus erer . radiance n 
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« Canazan, 


"ou The ADVENTUR BR! No. 132. 
„ CAnAZAN, thy worſhip has na been ac- 
ed becauſe it was not prompted: by 
or Gon; neither can thy righeouſnek b — 
Fenn nn it was not produced 
. 3 os — man d das ngithowtih: 
e approached the ALMIGHTY only for chy- 
& ſelf. Thou haſt not looked up with gratitude, 
« nor round thee with kindneſs.” Around thee, 
cc thou haſt, indeed, beheld vice and folyz bee 
& if vice and folly could juſtify thy pa mo! 
% would” they not © condemn the bounty of 
« HEAVEN If not upon the fooliſh and the 
<< vicious, where ſhall the ſun diffuſe its light, 
ce or the clouds diſtill their dew ? where ſhalt 
cc the lips of the ſpring breathe” fragrance, or 
% the hand of autumn diffuſe plenty? Remem- 
“ ber, CARAZ AN, that thou haſt ſhut compa- 
«© ſfion from thine heart, and graſped thy trea- 
te ſures with a hand of iron: thou haſt lived 
for thyſelf; and, therefore, henceforth for 
_ «ever thou ſhalt ſubſiſt alone. From the light 
«of heaven, and from the ſociety of all beings, 
„ ſhalt thou be driven; ſolitude” ſhall protract 
ce the lingering hours of eternity, and darkneſs 
c aggravate the horrors of defpair.” At this 
moment I was driven by ſome ſecret” and irreſi- 
ſtible power through the glowing ſyſtem of -crea-. 
tion, and 1 4 innumerable worlds in a mo- 
A wy | ment. 
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ment. As I approached. the verge of nature, 1 
perceived the ſhadows of total and boundleſs 
vacuity deepen before me, a dreadful. region of 
eternal ſilence ſolitude and darkneſs! Unutterable 
horror ſeized me at the proſpect, and this excla- 
mation burſt from me with all the vehemence of 
deſire: O] that I had been doomed for ever 
c to the common receptacle of impenitence and 
« guilt! there ſociety would have alleviated the 
« torment of deſpair, and the rage of fire could 
T not have excluded the comfort of light. Or if 
& T had been condemned to reſide on a comet, 
« that would return but once in a thouſand years 
ce to the regions of light and life; the hope of 
6 theſe periods, however diſtant, would chear 
« me in the dreary interval of cold and darkneſs, 


EE (c and the viciſſitude would divide eternity into 


„ time.” While this thought paſſed over my 
mind, I loſt fight of the remoteſt ſtar, and the laſt 
glimmering of light was quenched. in utter dark- 
neſs. The agonies of deſpair every moment in- 
creaſed, as every moment augmented my diſtance 


from the laſt habitable world. I reflected with 


intolerable anguiſh, that when ten thouſand thou- 
ſand years had carried me beyond the reach of 
all but that Power who fills infinitude, I ſhould 
ſtill look forward into an immenſe abyſs of dark- 
neſs, through which I ſhould ſtill drive without 
ſuccour and without ſociety, farther and farther 


Rill, 
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Rill, for ever and for ever. I then ſtretched out 
my hands toward the regions 'of exiſtence, with 
an emotion that awaked me. Thus have I 
been taught to eftimate ſociety, like every other 
bleſſing, by its loſs. My heart is warmed to li- 
berality; and I am zealous to communicate the 
| happineſs which I feel, to thoſe from whom it is 
derived; for the ſociety of one wretch, whom 
in the pride of proſperity I would have ſpurned 
from my door, woul , in the dreadful ſolitude to 
which I was condemned, have been more highly 
prized, than the gold of on? or the W of | 
Golconda. \ 

Arx this eie upon Ns e Gan | 
dne ſuddenly filent, and looked upward in 
an extacy of gratitude and devotion. The mul- 
titude were ſtruck at once with the precept and 
example; and the CALIrH, to whom the event 
was related, that he might be liberal beyond the 
power of gold, commanded: it to be. ee oh 1 
e ere anne 9 
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n E bondnesl hive e maiifelied | 
1 for the ancients, has not ſo far blinded my | 
r. as to render me unable to diſeern or 
unwilling to acknowlege the ſuperiority of the 
moderns, in pieces of Humour and RIDICULE. 
I ſhall, therefore, confirm the general aſſertion 
of ADDISON, part of which hath already been 
nn 

| Comtpy, SariRE, and Bunrksens, being 
the three chief branches of ridicule, it is neceſ- 
fary for us to compare together the moſt admired | 
performances of the ancients and moderns in - 
theſe three kinds of _—_ to qualify us juſtly 
ta 


*. 
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to cenſure or commend, as the beauties or ble- 
miſhes of each party may deſerve. oe 0 


As ARISTOPHANES wrote to pleaſe the multi- 
tude, at a time when the licentiouſneſs of the 
Athenians was boundleſs, his pleaſantries are 
coarſe and unpolite, his characters extravagantly 
forced, and diſtorted with unnatural deformity 
like the monſtrous caricaturas of CALLoT. He 
is full of the groſſeſt obſcenity, indecency, and 
inurbanity ; and as the populace always delight 
to hear their ſuperiors abuſed-and miſrepreſented, 
be ſcatters the rankeſt calumnies on the wiſeſt and 
Horthieſt perſonages of his country. Kis ſtile is 
unequal, occaſioned by a frequent introduction 
of parodies on SoPHoCLEs and EuRIPDEs. It is, 
however, certain, that he abounds i in artful allu- 
ſions to. the ſtate of Athens at the time when he 
wrote; and, perhaps, he is more valuable, con- 
Heres as a political ſatiriſt, aan 2 Arier of 

comedy. 3 e ont 

Pratt us has adulterated 2 Lich: vein 1 
wit and humour, with a mixture of the baſeſt 
buffoonry. No writer ſeems to have been born 
with a more forcible or more fertile genius for 
comedy. He has drawn ſome characters with 
incomparable ſpirit: we are indebted to him for 
the firſt good miſer, and for that worn · out cha- 
racter among the Romans, a boaſtful THR ASO. 
N his love degenerates into lewdneſs; and his 

jeſts 
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jeſts are inſupportably low and llihersl,. and fit 


only for the dregs of RomuLvs” to uſe and to 


hear; he has furniſhed examples of every ſpecies 
of true and falſe wit, even down to a quibble 
and a pun. _ PLAUTUS lived in an age, when. 


the Romans were, but juſt emerging, into po- 


liteneſs: and I cannot forbear thinking, that if 
he had been reſerved for the age of AUGUSTUS,. 
he would have produced more perfect plays, than 
even the elegant diſciple of MENANDER. 

DzLicacy, ſweetneſs, and correctneſs, are 
the charaQteriſtics of TE RENCE,: His polite; ima 
ges are all repreſented in the moſt clear and per- 


ſpicuous expreſſion; but his characters are too 


general and uniform, nor are they marked with 
thoſe diſcriminating peculiarities that diſtinguiſh 
one man from another: there is a tedious and 
diſguſting ſameneſs of incidents in his plots, 


which, as hath been obſeryed in a former paper, 


are too complicated and intricate. It may be 
added, that he ſuperabounds in foliloquies ; ; and 
that nothing can be more inartificial or improper, 
than the manner in which he hath introduced 
them. 


To theſe three PT Oey; ancients 1 venture 
to oppoſe ſingly the matchleſs MoriExR, as the 


moſt conſummate maſter of comedy that former 


or later ages have produced. He was not con- 


tent with painting obvious and common n Characs, 


* 


ters, 
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ters, but-ſet himſelf cloſely to examine the num- 
berleſs varieties of human nature: he ſoon diſ- 
covered every difference, however minute; and 
by a proper management could make it ſtriking: 
his portraits, therefore, though they appear to 
be new, are yet diſcovered to be juſt. The TAkx- 
TUFFE and the Mrs AN rTROE are the moſt ſin · 
gular, and yet, perhaps, the moſt proper and 
perfect characters that comedy can repreſent; and 
his MisER excells that of any other nation. He 
ſeems to have hit upon the true nature of comedy; 1 
which is, to exhibit one ſi ingular and unfamiliar 
character, by ſuch a ſeries of incidents as may 
beſt contribute to ſhew its fingularities. All the 
circumſtances in the MrsanTROPE, tend to ma- > 
nifeſt the peeviſh and captious diſguſt of the hero; 
all the circumſtances in the TARTOFFE, are cal- 
culated to ſhew the treachery of an accompliſhed 
hypocrite. I am ſorry no Engliſh writer of 
comedy can be produced as a rival to MolIkRE: 
although it muſt be confeſſed that F ALSTAFF 
and Moos are two admirable characters, ex- 
cellently ſupported and diſplayed; for SHAKE- 
SPEARE has contrived all the incidents to illuſtrate 
the gluttony lewdneſs cowardice and boaſtfulneſs 
of the fat old knight; and Jonson has with 
equal art diſplayed the oddity of a whimſical hu- 
mouriſt, who could endure no kind of noiſe. 


7 
” — 
* T0 
* 
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WIII it be deemed a paradox to aſſert, that 
ConcREve's dramatic perſons have no ſtriking 
and natural characteriſtic? His FonDLEwiFE 
and FORESIGHT are but faint portraits of common 
characters, arid BEN is a forced and unnatural 
caricatura, His plays appear not to be legitimate 
comedies, but ftrings of repartees and ſallies of 
wit, the moſt poignant and polite indeed, but 
unnatural and ill placed. The trite and trivial 
character of a fop hath ſtrangely engroſſed the 
Engliſh ſtage, and given an inſipid familiarity to 
our beſt comic pieces: originals can never be 
wanting in ſuch a kingdom as this, where each . 
man follows his natural inclinations and propen- 
ſities, if our writers would really contemplate 
nature, and endeavour to open thoſe mines of 
humour which have been fo long and o unac- 
countably neglected. en 

Ir we proceed to conſider the SarmI8 N f 
antiquity, I ſhall not ſcruple to prefer Boi REA 
and PopE to Horace and JuveNaL; the ar- 
rows of whoſe ridicule are more ſharp,” in pro- 
portion as they are more poliſhed. ' That re- 
formers ſhould abound in obſcenities, as is the 
caſe of the two Roman poets, is ſurely an im- 

propriety of the moſt extraordinary kind; the 
courtly HoxAcE alſo ſometimes ſinks into mean 
and farcical abuſe, as in the firſt lines of the 
ſeventh ſatire of the firſt book; but BoiLEtav 
We, 1 1 
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and Pop x have given to their SATIRE the CEsrus 
of VENUs: their ridicule is concealed and ob- 
lique; that of the Romans direct and open. 

The tenth ſatire of BoiLEAu on women, is 
more bitter and more decent and elegant, than 
the ſixth of JuvxNx Al, on the ſame ſubject; and 
Poee's epiſtle to Mrs, BLouwnT far excells them 
both, in the artfulneſs and delicacy with which 
it touches female foibles. I may add, that the 
imitations of HoR ace by Pope, and of Juvenar 
by Johxsox, are preferable to their originals, 
in the appoliteneſs « of their examples, and in the 
poignancy of their ridicule. Above all, the Lo- 
TRIN, the RAE or THE Lock, the DispRN- 
SARY, and the Duxnciap, cannot be paral- 
Teled by any works that the wittieſt of the an- 
cients can boaſt of: for by aſſuming the form of 
the epopea, they have acquired a dignity and 
gracefulneſs, which all ſatires delivered merely 
in the poet's own perſon muſt want, and with 
which the ſatiriſts of antiquity were wholly un- 
acquainted: for the BATRACHOMUOMACHIA of 
HoMER cannot be conſidered as the model of 
theſe admirable pieces. . 

LuciAx is the greateſt maſter of nos 
among the antients : but the travels of Gul LIVERꝝ, 
though indeed evidently copied from his TRUE 
HisToky, do as evidently excel it, Lucian 
ſets out with infanming his readers, that he is in 

jeſt, 
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jeſt, and intends to ridicule ſome of the incre- 
dible ſtories in CTESTAS and HERO PDO TUS: this 
introduction ſurely enfeebles his ſatire and defeats 
his purpoſe. The true hiſtory: conſiſts only of 
the moſt wild mbnſtrous and miraculous perſons 

and accidents : Gurren has a concealed 
meaning, and his dwarfs and giants convey 
tacitly ſome moral or political inſtruction. The 
'CHARON, or the Proſpect ( iienordrris) one of 
the dialogues of LuciAx, has likewiſe given oc - 
caſion to that agreeable F rench ſatire, entitled, 
« LR DiABLER BoITEAUX,” or“ The Lame 
% Devil ;” which has highly improved on. its 
original wy a greater variety of characters and de- 
ſeriptions, lively remarks, and intereſting ad- 
ventures. 80 if a parallel be drawn. between 
Lucian and CerxyanTEs, the ancient will ſtill 
appear to diſadvantage : the burleſque of Lucian 
principally conſiſts in making his gods and phi- 
loſophers ſpeak and act like the meaneſt of the 
people; that of CeRvANTES ariſes from the 
Tolemn and important air with which the moſt 
idle and ridiculous actions are related; and is, 
therefore, much more ſtriking and forcible. _ In 
a word, Don Qv1xorTE and its copy HupiBRas, 
the SPLENDID SHILLING, the ADVENTURES OF 
Git. BLas, the TaLE or a Tus, and the 
REHEARSAL, are pieces of humour which anti- 
quity cannot equal, much leſs excel. 


'THEOPHRASTUS 


— u— — 
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THEOPHRASTUS muſt yield to La BRUVERE 
for his intimate knowledge of human nature; 
and the Athenians never produced a writer whoſe 
humour was ſo exquiſite : as that of Appson, 
or who ever delineated and ſupported a character 


with ſo much nature and true pleaſantry as that 


of Sir RockR DE CoverLy. It ought, indeed, 


to be remembered, that every ſpecies of wit, 
written in diſtant times and in dead languages, 
appears with many diſadvantages. to | preſent 
readers, from their ignorance of the manners 
and cuſtoms alluded to and expoſed ; but. the 
groſſneſs the rudeneſs and indelicacy of the an- 
cients will notwithſtanding ſufficiently appear, 
even from the ſentiments of ſuch critics as CicERo 


and QuINTILIAN, who mention corporal defects 


and deformities as proper objects of raillery. 

Ix it be now aſked, to what.can we aſcribe 
this ſuperiority of the moderns in all the ſpecies 
of RIDICULE ; I anſwer, to the improved ſtate 
of converſation. The great geniuſes of Greece 
and Rome were formed during the times of a 
republican government : and though it be « cer- 
tain, as LonGinus aſſerts, that Democracies are 
the nurſeries of true ſublimity; yet monarchies 
and courts are more productive of politeneſs. 


The arts of civility, and the decencies of conver- 
ſation, as they unite men more cloſely and 
bring them more 9 together, multiply 


opportunities 
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opportunities of obſerving thoſe incongruities and 
abſurdities of behaviour, on which RiprcvLE is 
founded. The ancients had more LIBERTY and 
SERIOUSNESSͤH ; the NN have more Bere ; 
and i rs 
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Rarely they riſe by virtue's 3 whe, lie 
N in the To of. helpleſs 8 
| Danes, 


Ta the ApyenTURER 


SIR, 


S I was informed by your vant. upon 

A whom I called a few days ago to make a 
ſmall purchaſe for my daughter, that your whole 
work would be comprized in one hundred and 
forty papers, I can no longer delay to fend you 
the account of her life, which I gave you ſome 
reaſon to expect when I related my own.* This 
account ſhe gave in that dreadful night, the re- 
membrance of which till freezes me with horror; 3 

* NuMB, LXXXVI, : 


vet . the 
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the night in which I had hired her as a proſtitute, 
and could not have been deterred from inceſt, 
but by an event ſo extraordinary that it was al- 
moſt miraculous. | I have, indeed, frequently 
attempted to relate a ſtory which I can never 
forget, but I was always diſſatisfied with my own 
expreſſions; nor could Jever produce in writing, 
a narrative which appeared equal to the effect 
that it wrought upon my mind when J heard it. 
I have, therefore, prevailed upon the dear in- 
jured girl, to relate it in her own words, which 
I ſhall faithfully tranſcribe. 

THe firſt ſituation that I remember v was in a 
cellar ; where, I ſuppoſe, I had been placed by 
the pariſh officers with a woman who kept a 

little dairy. My nurſe was obliged to be often 

abroad, and I was then left to the care of a girl, 

who was juſt old enough to lug me about in her 

2 1 and who, like other petty creatures in 
office, knew not how to ſhew her authority but 
by the abuſe of it. Such was my dread. of her 
power and reſentment, that I ſuffered almoſt 
whatever ſhe inflicted, without complaint ; and 
when I was ſcarcely four years old, had learnt 
ſo far to ſurmount the ſenſe of pain and ſuppreſs 
my paſſions, that I have been pinched black 
and blue without wincing, and patiently ſuffered 
her to impute to me many trivial miſchiefs which 
es her 
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her own perverſeneſs or careleſſneſs had pro- 
duced. | 
Tus ſituation, however; was not without its 
advantages; for inſtead of a hard cruſt and ſmall 
beer, which would probably have been the prin- 
cipal part of my ſubſiſtence if I had been placed 
with a perſon in the ſame rank but of a different 
employment, I had always plenty of milk ; 
which, though it had been ſkimmed for cream 
was not ſour, and which indeed was wholeſome 
food; upon which I throve very faſt, and was 
taken notice of by every body, for the ſreſhneſs 
of my looks and the clearneſs of my ſkin. 
Al Mos as ſoon as I could ſpeak plain, I was 
ſent to the pariſh ſchool! to learn to read; and 
thought myſelf as fine'in my blue gown and 
badge, as a court beauty in a birth night ſuit. 
The miſtreſs of the ſchool was the widow of a 
| clergyman, whom I have often heard her men- 
tion with tears, though he had been long dead 
when I firſt came under her tuition, and left her 
in ſuch circumſtances as made her ſollicit an em- 
ployment, of which before ſhe would have 
dreaded the labour, and ſcorned the meanneſs. 
She had been very genteelly educated, and had 
acquired a general knowledge of literature after 
her marriage; the communication of which en- 
livened their hours of retirement, and afforded 
ſuch a 1 of converſation, as added to every 
M 2 | other 
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other enjoyment the pleaſures of beneficence and 
gratitude. a 
Tu RE was ſomething in her manner, which 
von my affection and conimanded my reverence. 
J found her a perſon very different from my 
nurſe; and I watched her looks with ſuch ardour 
and attention, that I was ſometimes able, young 
as I was, to anticipate her commands. It was natu- 
ral that ſhe ſhould love the virtue which ſhe had 
produced, nor was it incongruous that ſhe ſhould 
reward it. I perceived with inexpreſſible delight, 
that ſhe treated me with peculiar tenderneſs; and 
when J was about eight years old, ſhe offered to 
7 take my education wholly upon herſelf, without 
putting the pariſh to any farther charge for my 
maintenance. Her offer was readily accepted, 
my nurſe was diſcharged, and I was taken home 
to my miſtreſs, who called me her little maid, 
2 name which I was ambitious to deferve becauſe 
- ſhe did not like a tyrant exact my obedience as 
a ſlave, but like a parent invited me to the duty 
ef a child. As our family conſiſted only of my 
miſtreſs and myſelf, except ſometimes a char- 
woman, we were always alone in the intervals 
of buſineſs; and the good matron amuſed her- 
felf by inſtructing me, not only in reading writing 
and the firſt rules of arithmetic, but in various 


| Einds of needlework; and what was yet of more 
/ x moment, 


aw 
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moment, in the principles of virtue and re- 
ligion, which in her life appeared to be ſo ami- 
able that I wanted neither example nor motive. 
She gave me alſo ſome general notions of the 
decorum practiſed among perſons of a higher 
claſs; and I was thus acquainted, while I was yet 
a child and in an obſcure ſtation, with "TO ru- 
diments of good breeding. | | 
BEFORE I was fifteen, I began to aſſiſt my be- 
nefactreſs in her employment, and by ſome plain- 
work which ſhe had procured me I furniſhed 
myſelf. with decent cloaths. By an inſenſible and 
ſpontaneous imitation of her manner, I had ac- 
quired ſuch a carriage, as gained me more re- 
ſpect in a yard wide ſtuff, than is often paid by 
ſtrangers to an upper ſervant in a rich ſil. 
 Sucn was now the ſimplicity and innocence 
of my life, that I had ſearce a wiſh unſatisfied; 


and J often reflected upon my own happineſs-with 
a ſenſe of gratitude that increaſed it. But alas! 


this felicity was ſcarce ſooner enjoyed than loſt: 
the good matron, who was in the moſt endearing 


ſenſe my parent and my friend, was ſeized with 


a fever, which in a few. days put an end to her 
life, and left me alone in the world without al- 


Hance or. protection, overwhelmed with grief 


and diſtracted with anxiety. The world, indeed, 


was before me; but I trembled to enter it alone. 


I knew no art by which 1 could ſubſiſt myſelf; 
M 1 and 
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and I was unwilling to be condemned to a ſtate 
of ſervitude, in which no ſuch art could be learn- 
ed, I, therefore, applied again to the officers 
of the pariſh, who, as a teſtimony of reſpect to 
my-patroneſs, condeſcended ſtill to conſider me 
as their charge, and with the uſual ſum bound 
me apprentice to a mantua-maker ; whoſe buſi- 
neſs, of which, indeed, ſhe had but little, was 
among perſons that were ſomething below the 
middle claſs, and who, as I verily believe, had 
applied to the church- wardens for an apprentice, 
only that ſhe might ſilence a number of petty 
duns, and obtain new credit with the money that 
is given as a conſideration for neceſſary cloaths, 
THe dwelling of my new miſtreſs was two 
back rooms in a dirty ſtreet near the Seven Dials. 
She received me, however, with great appea- 
rance of kindneſs ; we breakfaſted dined and ſup- 
ped together ; and though I could not butregret 
the alteration of my condition, yet I comforted 
myſelf with reflecting, that in a few years I 
| ſhould be miſtreſs of a trade by which I might 
become independent, and live in a manner more 
_ agreeable to my inclinations. But my indentures 
were no ſooner ſigned, than I ſuffered a new 


"change of fortune. The firſt ſtep my miſtref) 


took was to turn away her maid, a poor flave 
who was covered only with. rags and dirt, and 
whoſe ill qualities I N thought were the 
* . | en 


I 
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only cauſe of her ill treatment. I was now com- 
pelled to light fires, go of errands, waſh linen, 
and dreſs victuals, and in ſhort to do every kind 
of houſhold drudgery, and to fit up half the night, 
that the talk of hemming and running "ſeams 
which had been aſſigned me 3 be per- 
formed. 

Troven I ſuffered all this KAY Eden murmur 


or complaint, yet I became penſive and melan- 
choly; the tears would often ſteal. filently from 


my eyes; and my mind was ſometimes ſo abſtract- 
ed in the contemplation of my own miſery, that 
I did not hear what was ſaid to me. But my 
ſenſibility produced reſentment, inſtead. of pity ; 


my melancholy drew upon me the reproach of 


ſullenneſs ; I was ſtormed at for ſpoiling my work 
with ſniveling I knew not why, and threatened 
that it ſhould not long be without cauſe ; a me- 


nace which was generally executed the moment 


it was uttered ; my arms and neck 


bore the marks of the yard, and I was in every 
reſpect treated with the moſt brutal unkiad- 


neſs. 


In the mean time, 1 „applied pale | 


to learn the buſineſs as my laſt reſource, and the 
only foundation of my hope. My diligence and 
aſſiduity atoned for the want of inſtruction; and 
it might have been truly faid, that I ftole the 
knowledge which my miſtreſs had engaged to 
M4 communicate. 
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communicate. As I had a taſte for dreſs, I re- 

commended myſelf to the beſt cuſtomers, and 
frequently corrected a fault of which they com- 
plained, and which my miſtreſs was not able to 
diſcover. The countenance and courteſy which 
this gained, though it encouraged my hope of 
the future, yet it made the preſent leſs tolerable, 
My tyrant treated me with yet more inhumanity; 
and my ſufferings were ſo great, that I frequently 
meditated an eſcape, though I knew not whither 
to go; and though I foreſaw that the moment I 
became a fugitive, I ſhould forfeit all my intereſt, 

juſtifyevery complaint, and incur a diſgrace which 
I could never obliterate. 

I n4ap now groaned under the n erin op- 
preſſion ſomething more than four years; the 
cloaths which had. been the purchaſe of my own 

money 1 had worn out; and my miſtreſs thought 
it her intereſt not to furniſh me with any better 
than would juſt ſerve me to go out on hererrands, 
and follow her with a bundle. But as fo much 
of my time was paſt, I thought it highly reaſon- 
able, and indeed neceſſary, that I ſhould make a 
more decent appearance, that I ſhould attend the 
cuſtomers, take their orders and their. meaſure, 
or at leaſt fit-on the work. After much preme- 
ditation, and many attempts, I at length ſur- 

mounted my fears, and in ſuch terms and manner 
as I thought leaſt likely to give offence, I intreat- 
5 "IS + © 7 
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ed that I might have ſuch cloaths as would anſwer 
the purpoſe, and propoſed to work ſo many hours 
extraordinary as would produce the money they 
ſhould coſt. But this requeſt, however modeſt, 

was anſwered only with reproaches and inſult, 

«.] wanted, forſooth, to be a gentlewoman ; 

<« yes, I ſhould be equipped to ſet up for myſelf. 

„This ſhe might have expected, for taking a 
ce begger from the'pariſh;; but J ſhould ſee that 
« ſhe knew how to ines my pride, and diſap- 
« point my cunning.“ I was at once grieved 
and angered at this treatment; and J believe, for 
the firſt time, expreſſed myſelf with ſome indig- 
nation and reſentment; My reſentment, how-- 
ever, ſhe treated with derifion and contempt, as 

an impotent attempt to throw off her authority; 

and declaring that ſhe would ſoon ſhew me Who 

was miſtreſs, ſhe ſtruck me ſo violent a blow 

that T fell from my chair. Whether ſhe was. 
frighted at my fall, or whether ſhe ſuſpected I 

| ſhould alarm the houſe, ſhe did not repeat her 
blow, but contented herſelf with reviling the po- 
verty and wretchedneſs which ſhe laboured to . 
petuste. 

I' BURST into tears of a8g68ll and reſentinent, ; 
and made no reply; but from this moment my. 
hatred became irreconcileable, and I ſecretly de- 
vermined at all events to eſcape from a flavery,. 
M 2 | 
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which I accuſed myſelf for * eben endu. | 
"ey too Wee 
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-Latet anguis in herba. Virs. 
| Beneath the graſs conceal'd a ſerpent lies. 


T happened, that fig next morning Ly was ſent 
with ſome work as far as Chelſea. It was 
about the middle of May. Upon me, who had 
long toiled in the ſmoke and darkneſs of London, 
and had ſeen the ſun ſhine only upon a chimney 
or a wall, the freſhneſs of the air the verdure of 
the fields and the ſong of the birds had the power 
of enchantment. I could not forbear lingering 
in my walk ; and every moment of delay made me 
leſs willing to return; not indeed by increaſing 
my enjoyment, but my fear: I was tenacious of 
the preſent, becauſe 1 dreaded the future ; and 
increaſed the evil which I approached at every 
ſtep, by a vain attempt to retain and poſſeſs that 
which at every ſtep I was leaving behind. I 
found, that not to look forward with hope, was 
not to look round with pleaſure; and yet I ſtill 
loitered away the hours which*T could not enjoy, 


and returned in a ſtate of anxious irreſolution, 
Mil 
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ſill taking the way home becauſe I knew not 
| where elſe. to go, but ſtill neglecting the ſpeed 
which alone could make home leſs dreadful. My 
and when J had returned as far as the lower end 
of the Mall in faint James's. park, I was quite 
overwhelmed with regret and deſpair, and ſit- 
ting down on one of the benches I burſt into 
tears! 7624-34 s 7 16 08 N 1.0. 

As my mind was wholly employed on my own - 
diſtreſs, and my apron held up to my eyes, it was 


ſome time before I diſcovered an elderly lady who 


had fate down by me. The moment I ſaw her, 
ſuch is the force of habit, all thoughts of my own 
wretchedneſs gave way to a ſenſe of indecorum; 
and as:ſhe appeared by her dreſs to be/a perſon 
ſit, I ſtarted up in great confuſion, and would 
have left the ſeat. This, however, ſhe would 
not ſuffer ; but taking hold of my gown, and 
gently drawing me back, addreſſed me with an 
accent of tenderneſs, and ſoothed me with pity 
before ſhe knew my diſtreſs. It was fo long ſince 
I had heared the voice of kindneſs, that my heart 
melted as ſhe ſpoke with gratitude and joy. I 
told her all my ſtory; to which ſhe liſtened with 
great attentions: and often gazed ſtedfaſtly in my 
face. When mi narrative was ended, ſhe told 
me, that the manner in which 1 had related it, 

| 2 Was 
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was alone ſufficient to convince her that it was 
true; that there was an air-of ſimplicity and ſin- 
cerity about me, which had prejudiced her in my 
favour as ſoon as ſhe ſaw me; and that, there- 
fore, ſhe was determined to take me home; that 
I ſhould live with her till ſhe had eſtabliſhed me 
in my buſineſs, which ſhe could eaſily do by re- 
commending me to her acquaintance ;z and that 
In the mean time ſhe would take care to prevent 
my miſtreſs from being troubleſome. - _ b 
_ Ir is impoſſible to expreſs the tranſport that I 
felt at this unexpected deliverance. I was utter- 
ly unacquainted with the artifices of thoſe, who 
are hackneyed in the ways of vice; and the re- 
membrance of the diſintereſted kindneſs of my firſt 
friend by whom I had been brought up, came 
freſh into my mind: I, therefore, indulged the 
hope of having found ſuch another without ſcruple; 
and uttering ſome incoherent expreſſions of grati- 
tude, which was too great to be formed into com- 
 -plement, I accepted the offer, and followed my 
conductreſs home. The houſe was ſuch as I had 


never entered before; the rooms were ſpacious, 


and the furniture elegant. I looked round with 


wonder; and bluſhing with a ſenſe of my own 


meanneſs, would have followed: the ſervant who 
| opened the door into the kitchen, but her miſtreſs 
prevented me. She ſaw my confuſion, and en- 
en me with a ſmile took me up ſtairs into 

| | a kind 
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a kind of dreſſing room, where ſne immediately 
furniſhed me with clean ſhoes and ſtockings, a 
cap handkerchief ruffles and' apron, and a night- 
gown of a genteel Iriſh ſtuff, which had not been 
much worn, though it was ſpotted and ſtained in 
many places: they belonged, ſhe ſaid, to her 
couſin, a young lady, for whom ſhe had under- 
taken to provide; and inſiſted upon my putting 
them on, that I might ſit down with her family 
at dinner; © for,” ſaid ſne, I have no ac- 
c quaintance, to whom I could recommend 
& a mantua-maker that I kept in my kitchen. 
I PERCEIVED that ſhe watched me with great 
attention while I was dreſſing, and ſeemed to be 
greatly delighted with the alteration in my appear- 
ance when I had done. I ſee,” faid ſhe, 4 that 
% you was made for a gentlewoman, and a gen- 
< tlewoman you ſhall be, or it ſhall be your own 
& fault.” I could only court'ſy in anſwer to this 
complement ; but notwithſtanding the appearance 
of diffidence and modeſty in the bluſh which I felt 
burn upon my cheek, yet my heart ſecretly ex- 
ulted in a proud confidence that it was true. 

When I came down ftairs, I was introduced by 
my patroneſs, who had told me that her name 
was WELLWooD, to the young lady her couſin 
and three others; to whom, ſoon after we. were 
ſeated, ſhe related my ſtory, intermixing much 
invective againſt my Gn and: much flattery 
: to - 
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to me, with neither of which, if the" truth be | 
n I was much diſpleaſe. 
AFTER dinner, as I underſtood that pony 
was expected, I entreated leave to retire, and 
was ſhewed up ſtairs into a ſmall chamber very 
neatly furniſhed, which I was deſired to conſider 

as my'own. As the company ſtaid till it was 
very late, I drank tea and ſupped alone, one of 
the ſervants being ordered to attend m. 
FT nx next morning, when I came down ftairs 
to breakfaſt, Mrs. WEIIWOOp preſented me 
with a piece of printed cotton ſufficient fora ſack 
and coat, and about twelve yards of ſlight ſilk 
for a night-gown, which, ſhe ſaid, I ſhould make 
up myſelf as a ſpecimen of my ſkill. I attempted 
to excuſe myſelf from accepting this benefaction, 
with much heſitation and confuſion ; but I was 
eommanded with a kind frown, and in a peremp- 
tory tone, to be ſilent. I was told, that, when 
buſineſs came in, I ſhould pay all my debts; that, 
in the mean time, I ſhould be follicitous only to 
ſetup; and that a change of genteel apparel 
might be conſidered as my ſtock in trade, fince 
without it my buſineſs could neither be procured 

nor tranſacted. 4 5 

To work, therefore, I went; my cloaths were 
made and worn; many encomiums were laviſned 
upon my dexterity and my perſon; and thus 1 
was entangled in the ſnare that had been lain for 
| me, 


The ADVENTURER. 255 


No. 135. | 
me, before I diſcovered my danger. I had con- 


tracted debts which it was impoſſible I ſhould: 
pay; the power of the law could now be applied 
to effect the purpoſes of guilt; and my ereditor 
Þ eee eee dock by b nad 
ure, 
_— HAD been now near a mga n 
lodging; and great care had hitherto been taken, 

conceal whatever might ſhock» my modeſty, 
or acquaint. me with the W of my ſituation. 
Some incidents, however, notwithſtanding this 
caution, had fallen under my notice, that might | 


well have alarmed me; but as thoſe who are 


waking from a pleaſing dream, ſhut their eyes 
deluſion by lumbering again, I checked my ſuſ- 
picions the moment they roſe, as if danger that 
ſidering, that enquiry alone could confirm the 
good, and enable me to eſcape the evil. 

Tr E houſe was often filled with 5 company, | 
which divided into ſeparate rooms; the viſits 


were frequently continued till midnight, and 
ſometimes till morning; I had, however, always 
defired leave to retire, which had hitherto been 
permitted, though not without reluctance; but 
at length I was preſſed: to make tea, with an im- 
portunity that I could- not reſiſt. The company 
Was "_ gay, and ſome familiarities 


. 
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tween the gentlemen and ladies which threw me 
into confuſion and covered me with bluſhes; yet 
I was ſtill zealous to impoſe upon myſelf, and, 
therefore, was contented with the ſuppoſition, 
that they were - liberties allowed among perſons 
of faſhion; many of whoſe polite levities I had 
heard deſcribed and cenſured by the dear monitor 
of my youth, to whom I owed all my virtue and 
all my knowledge. I could not, however, re- 
flect without ſollicitude and anxiety, that ſince 
the firſt week of my arrival I had heard no more 
of my buſineſs. I had, indeed, frequently ven- 
tured to mention it; and ſtill hoped, that when 
my patroneſs had procured me a little ſet of cuſ- 
tomers among her friends, I ſhould be permitted 

to venture into a room of my own; for I could 
not think of carrying it on where it would de- 
grade my benefactreſs, of whom it could not 
without an affront be ſaid, that ſhe let lodgings 
to a mantua-maker ; nor could I without inde- 
corum: diſtribute directions where I:was to be 
found, till I had removed to another houſe. But 
whenever I introduced this ſubje& of converſa- 
tion, I was either rallied for my gravity, or gently 


reproached with pride as impatient of obligation. 


Sometimes I was told with an air of merriment, 
that my buſineſs ſhould be pleaſure; and ſome- 
times I was entertained with amorous ſtories, 
* n m7 licentious and flattering deſcrip- 


tient, 
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tions, to a reliſh of luxurious idleneſs and ex- 
penſive amuſements, In ſhort my ſuſpicions gra- 


dually increaſed; and my fears grew ſtronger, till 


my dream was at an end, and I could ſlumber 


no more. The terror that ſeized me, when I 
could no longer doubt into what hands I had 
fallen, is not to be expreſſed, nor, indeed, could 
it be concealed: the effect which it produced in 
my aſpect and behaviour, afforded the wretch 
who attempted to ſeduce me, no proſpect of ſuc- 
ceſs; and as ſhe deſpaired of exciting me by che 
love of pleaſure to voluntary guilt, ſhe determined 
to effect her purpoſe by ſurprize, _ e me 
into her toils by deſperatioůn. IEA 

Ir was not m 5 misfortune. the ee 
that I did not immediately quit a place, in which 
I knew myſelF d en to deſtruction. This, in- 


deed, Mrs. WELLwooD was very aſſiduous to 
prevent: the morning after I had diſcovered her 
paurpoſe, the talk about my buſineſs was renewed; - 


and as ſoon as we had breakfaſted, ſhe took me 


out with her in a hackney coach, under pretence 
of procuring me a lodging; but ſhe had ſtill ſome 
plauſible objection againſt all that we ſaw. 
Thus ſhe contrived to buſy my mind, and keep 


me with her the greateſt part of the day; at three 
we returned to dinner, and paſſed the aſternoon 
en e I drank tea with = family; 
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and in the evening, being uncommonly drowſy, 
I went to bed near two hours ſooner than 


PUN JANC PRI PRI REC PREFECT TRE 


Nun. 136. SATURDAY; February : 23, 17 54. 

: bel — Dis 1 fande | 

| Temperet a lacrimis. Virs. 
And who can hear this tale without a tear? 


| 0 the tranſactions ef this night be not 
---confcious; but what they had been the 


\ _ circumſtances of the morning left me no room 


to doubt. I diſcovered with aſtoniſhment indig- 
nation and deſpair, which for a time ſuſpended 
all my faculties, that I had ſuffered irreparable 
_—_ in a ſtate of inſenſibility; not ſo much to 
gratify the wretch by whom I had been abuſed, 
as that I might with leſs ſcruple admit another, 
and by reflecting that it was impoſſible to recover 
what I had loſt, become careleſs of all that re- 
mained. Many artifices were uſed to ſoothe me; 
and when theſe were found to be ineffectual, at- 
tempts were made to [intimidate me with me- 
naces. I know not exactly what paſſed in the 
firſt fury of my diſtraction, * at length it quite 
exhauſted me. In the evening, being calm through 


mere languor and debility, and no precaution 
1 having 
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having been taken to detain me becauſe I was 
not thought able to eſcape, I found means to 


ſteal down ſtairs and get into the ſtreet without 


being miſſed, Wretched as I was, I felt ſome 
emotions of joy when I firſt found myſelf at 
liberty; though it was no better than the li- 
| berty of an exile in a deſart, where, having 


eſcaped from the dungeon and the wheel, he muſt 


yet without a miracle be deſtroyed by ſavages or 
hunger. It was not long, indeed, before I re- 
flected, that I knew no houſe that would receive 
me, and that I had no money in my pocket, I 
had not, however, the leaſt inclination to go 
back. I ſometimes thought of returning to my 
old miſtreſs, the mantua - maker; 3 but the mo- 
ment I began to anticipate the malicious infe- 


rence ſhe would draw from my abſence and ap- 


pearance, and her triumph in the mournſul ne- 
ceſſity that urged me to return, I determined ra- 
ther to ſuffer any other evil that could befall me. 

Tus deſtitute and forlorn, feeble and diſpi- 
rited, I continued to creep along till the ſhops 
were all ſhut, and the deſerted ſtreets became 
ſilent. The buſy crowds which had almoſt 
borne me before them, were now diſſipated; and 
every one was retired home, except a few 
wretched outcaſts like myſelf, who were either 
huddled together in a corner, or trolling about 
not an whither they went, It is not eafy 


to 
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to conceive the anguiſh, with which J reflected 


upon my condition; and, perhaps, it would: 


ſcarcely have been thought poſſible, that a perſon 


who was not a fugitive from juſtice, nor an enemy 
to labour, - could be thus deftitute even of the 
little that is eſſential to life, and in danger of 
periſhing for want in the midſt of a populous city, 


| abounding with accommodations for every rank, 


from the peer to the begger. Such, however, 


was my lot. I found myſelf compelled by ne- 


ceſſity to paſs the night in the ſtreet, without 
hope of paſſing the next in any other place, or, 
indeed of procuring food to fupport me till it 


arrived. I had now faſted the whole day; my 


languor increafed every moment ; I was weary 


and fainting ; ; my face was covered with a cold 


ſweat, and my legs trembled under me: but I 
did not dare to ſit down, or to walk twice along 
the ſame ſtreet, leſt I ſhould have been ſeized by 


the watch, or inſulted by ſome voluntary va- 


gabond in the rage or wantonneſs of drunkenneſs 


or luſt. -I knew not, indeed, well how to vary 


my walk ; but imagined that, upon the whole, 
F ſhould; be more ſafe in the city, than among 


the brothels in the Strand, or in ſtreets which 5 
being leſs frequented are leſs carefully watched: 


for though I ſcarce ventured to conſider the law. 
as my friend, yet I was more afraid of thoſe who 


Gown. attempt to break the peace,. than thoſe 


who. - 
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who were appointed to keep it. I went forward, 
therefore, as well as I was able, and paſſed 
through ſaint Paul's church yard as the clock 
ſtruck one: but ſuch was my: misfortune, that 
the calamity which I dreaded overtook me in 
the very place to which I had fled to avoid it. 
Juſt as I was.crofling at the corner into. Cheap- 
fide, I was laid hold on by a man not mean 
dreſſed, who would have hurried me down to- 
wards: the Old Change. I know not what he 
faid, but I ſtrove: to diſengage myſelf from him 
without making any reply: my ſtruggles, indeed, 
were weak; and the man till keeping his hold, 
and perhaps miſtaking the feebleneſs of my re- 
ſiſtance for ſome inclination to comply, proceeded 
to indecencies, for which I ſtruck him with the 
ſudden force that was ſupplied by rage and indig- 
nation; but my whole ſtrength was exhauſted 
in the blow, which the brute inſtantly returned, 
and repeated till I fell, Inſtin& is ſtill ready in 
the defence of life, however wretched ; and . 
though the moment before I had wiſhed to die, 
yet in this diſtreſs, I ſpontaneouſiy cried out for 
help. My voice was heard by a watchman, who 
immediately ran. towards me, and finding me 
upon the ground, lifted. up his lantern, and ex- 
amined me with an attention, which made me 
reflect with great confuſion upon the diſorder of 
my dreſs, which before had not once gccurred to 
155 my 
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my thoughts: my hair hung looſely about my 
moulders, my ſtays were but half laced, and the 
reſt of my cloaths were careleſly thrown on in 
the tumult and diſtraction of mind, which 
prevented my attending to trivial circumſtances 
when T made my eſcape from WEeLLwoop's. 
My general appearance, and the condition in 
which I was found, convinced the watchman that 
T was a trolling proftitute ; and finding that I 
was not able to riſe without aſſiſtance, he alſo 
: concluded that I was drunk; he, therefore, ſet 

wn his lantern, and calling his comrade to 
affiſt him, they lifted me up. As my voice was 
faltering, my looks wild, and my whole frame 
ſo feeble that J tottered as I ftood, the man was 
confirmed in his firſt opinion; and ſeeing my 
face bloody, and my eyes ſwelled, he told me 
with a fneer, that to ſecure me from farther ill 
treatment, he would provide a lodging for metil 
the morning; and accordingly they dragged me 
between them to the Compter, without any re- 
4 to my entreaties or diſtreſs. 

TI Pas8ED® the night in agonies, upon which 
even now I ſhudder to look back; and in the 
morning I was carried before a magiſtrate. The 
watchman gave an account of his having found 
me very drunk, crying out murder, and breeding | 
a riot in the ſtreet at one o'cloek in the morning: 
* 4 was — yet ſober,” he ſaid, as his 

« worſhip 
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« worſhip might ſee, and had been pretty hand- 


4 ſomely beaten ; but he ſuppoſed it was for an 
c unſucceſsful attempt to pick a pocket, at which 


« I muſt have been very dexterous indeed, to 


ec have ſucceeded in that condition. 
Tris acount, however injurious, was args 


confirmed by my appearance: I was almoſt co- 


vered with kennel dirt,, my face was diſcoloured, 
my ſpeech was inarticulate, and I was ſo op- 
preſſed with faintneſs and terror that I could not 
ſtand without a ſupport. The magiſtrate, how- 
ever, wirh great kindneſs, called upon me to 


make my defence, which I attempted by relating 


the truth: but the ſtory was told with ſo much 
15 heſitation, and was in itſelf ſo wild andi impro- 


bable, ſo like the inartificial tales that are haſtily 


formed as an apology for detected guilt, that it 
could not be believed; and I was told, that ex- 


cept I could ſupport my character by ſome cre- 


dible witneſs » I-ſhould be committed to e 
well. | 

I WAS dee 0 bie menace; 1 nad 
formed ideas ſo dreadful of the place to which 
vas to be ſent, that my dungeon at the mantua- 
maker's, became a palace in the compariſon ; 
and to return thither, with whatever diſadvan- 
tages, was now the utmoſt object of my hope. 
I, therefore, deſired that my miſtreſs might be 
ſent for, and Battered myſelf that Jae: wank at 


leaſt 


— — — 4 
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leaſt mh. me out of a houſe of correction, if it 
were only for the pleaſure of tormenting me 
herſelf. | \ LE 

IN about two hours the meſſenger returned, 

and with him my tyrant, who eyed me with 
ſuch malicious pleaſure that my hopes failed me 
the moment I ſaw her, and I almoſt repented 
that ſhe was come. She was, I believe, glad of 
an opportunity effectually to prevent my obtain- 
ing any part of her buſineſs, which ſne had ſome 
reaſon to fear; and, therefore, told the juſtice 
who examined her, that ſhe had taken me a 
„ begger from the pariſh four years ago, and 
tc taught me her trade; but that I had been al- 
% ways ſullen, miſchievous, and idle; that it 
« Was more than a month ſince I had clandeſ- 
c tinely left her ſervice, in decent and modeſt 
c apparel fitting my condition; and that ſhe 
% would leave his worſhip to judge, whether I 
C came honeſtly by the taudry rags which I had 
& on my back.” This account, however cor- 
reſpondent with my own, ſerved only to confirm 
thoſe facts which condemned me : it appeared 
inconteſtibly, that I had deſerted my ſervice, 
and been debauched in a brothel, where I had 

been furniſhed with cloaths and continued more 
than a month. That I had been ignorant of my 
ſituation, proftituted without my conſent, and at 

laſt had eſcaped to avoid farther injury, appeared 


to 
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to be fictitious circumſtances, invented to palliate 
my offence: the perſon whom I had accuſed. 
lived in another county; and it was neceſſary 
for the preſent, to bring the matter to a ſhort 
iſſue: my miſtreſs, therefore, was aſked, whe- 
ther ſhe would receive me again, upon my pro- 
miſe of good behaviour; and upon her peremp- 
tory refuſal, my mittimus was made out, and I 
was committed to hard labour. Fhe clerk, how- 
ever, was ordered to take a memorandum of my 
charge againſt WELLwooD, and I was told that 
enquiry ſhould be made about her. 

AFTER I had been confined about a week, a 
note was brought me without date or name, in 
which I was told, that my malice againſt thoſe 
e who would have been my benefactors was diſ- 
“ appointed; that if I would return to them my 
e diſcharge ſhould be procured, and I ſhould ſtill 
e be. kindly received ; but that if I perſiſted in 
my ingratitude, it ſhould not be unrevenged.“ 
From this note I conjectured, that WELLwooD 
had found means to ſtop an enquiry into her 
conduct, which ſhe had diſcovered to have been 
begun upon my information, and had thus learnt 
where I was to be found: I therefore returned 
no anſwer, but that I was contented with my 
ſituation, and-prepared to ſuffer whatever PrRovi-: 


DENCE ſhould ah ett 
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© DvxinG my confinement, I was not treated 
with great ſeverity; and at the next court, as n 
particular crime was alleged againſt me, I was 
ordered to be diſcharged. As muy character was 
now irretrievably loft,” as I had no friend who 
would afford me ſhelter, nor any buſineſs to 
which Icould apply, Thad no proſpect but again 
to wander about the ſtreets, without lodging and 
without food. I, therefore, intreated, that the 
officers of the pariſh to which I belonged; might 
be ordered to receive me into the work houſe, 
till they could get me a ſervice, or find me ſome 
employment by which my labour would procure 
me a ſubſiſtence. This requeſt, fo reaſonable 
and fo uncommon, was much commended, and 
immediately granted; but as T was going out at 
the gate with my paſs in my hand, T was met by 
a bailiff with an emiſſary of WELLwoon's, and 
_ arreſted for a debt of twenty pounds. As it 
was no more in my power to procure bail, than 
to pay the money, I was immediately GrAgged to 
Newgate. It was ſoon known that I had not a 
farthing in my pocket, and that no money either 
for fees or accommodations could be expected; 
I was, therefore, turned over to a place called 
the common ſide, among the moſt wretched 
and the moſt profligate of human beings. 
Bridewell, indeed, my aſſociates were wicked ; 
but * over-awed 10 the preſence of Weir 
taſkmaſter, 
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taſkmaſter, and reſtrained from licentiouſneſs by 
perpetual labour : but my ears. were now violated 
every moment by oaths execrations and obſcenity ; 
the converſation of Mother WELLwoop, her 
| inmates and her gueſts, was chaſte and holy to 
that of the inhabitants of this place; and in 
compariſon with their life, that to which I had 
been ſollicited was innocent. Thus I began in- 
ſenſibly to think of mere incontinence without 
horror; and, indeed, became leſs ſenſible of 
more complicated enormities, in proportion as 
they became familiar. My wretchedneſs, how- 
ever, was not alleviated, though my virtue be- 
came leſs. I was without friends and without 
money; and the miſery of confinement in a 

noiſome dungeon, was aggravated by hunger 
and thirſt, and cold and nakedneſs. In this hour 
of trial, I was again aſſailed by the wretch, who 
had produced it only to facilitate her ſucceſs. And 
let not thoſe, before whom the path of virtue has 
been ſtrewed with flowers, and every thorn re- 
moved by proſperity, too ſeverely cenſure me, 
to whom it was a barren and a rugged road in 
which I had long toiled with labour and anguiſh, 
if at laſt, when I was benighted in a ſtorm, I 
turned at the firſt light, and haſted to the neareſt 
ſhelter: let me not be too ſeverely cenſured, if 
I now accepted liberty and eaſe and plenty, upon 
the W terms on which they could be obtained. 
1 I 


2 „ 
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J conſented, with whatever reluctance and com- 
punction, to return, and compleat my ruin in 
the place where it was begun. The action of 
debt was immediately withdrawn, my ſees were 
paid, and I was once more removed to my 
lodging near Covent Garden. In a ſhort time 
I recovèred my health and beauty; I was again 
dreſſed and adorned at the expence of my. tyrant, 


whoſe power increaſed in proportion to my 


debt: the terms of proſtitution were preſcribed 
me; and out of the money which was the price, 
not only of my body but my ſoul, I ſcarce received 
more than I could have earned by weeding in 
a field. The will of my creditor was my Jaw, 
from which I knew not how eto appeal. My 


| 2 was moſt deplorable, and my employment 


moſt adious: for the principles of virtue and 


LA 


„ — hey had _ choaked by 


weeds, could never be plucked up by the root ; nor 


did I ever admit a diſhonourable viſit, but my 
heart ſurik, my lips quivered, and my Knees 
{mote each other. 

From this dreadful ſituation Jam at length 
delivered. But while I lift up my heart in grati- 
tude to Him, who alone can bring good out of 
evil, I defire it may. be remembered, that my 
deviation to ill was natural, my recovery almoſt 
miraculous. My firſt ſtep to vice, was the de- 

ſertion 
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ſertion of my ſervice ; and of this, all, my guilt 
; and miſery were the conſequence. Let none, 
therefore, quit the poſt that is aſſigned them by 
PROVIDENCE, or venture out of the ſtrait way; 
the bye path, though it may invite them by its 
verdure, will inevitably lead them to a precipice; 
nor can it, without folly and preſumption, be 
pronounced of any, that their ſirſt deviation from 
rectitude will produce leſs evib than mine. 
Sucu, Mr. ApyENTURER, is the ſtory of 
* child, and ſuch are her reflections upon it: 
to which I can only add, that he who abandons: 
his offspring, or corrupts them by his example, 
perpetrates greater evil than a murderer, in pro- 
en as ene is of more en n Mos 


Your humble fervant, 


AGAMUS, 


© 
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No UMB. 137. | Tonzwax, Parry a6, 17 54. 
N lenks, ; | | 3 wi Prrn. 
Wha have I been doing? dads. 4.375 9 
. n 
"Gi man is a . very e furniſhed | 
with the power of preſcience, he can pro- 
vide for the future only by: conſidering the paſt; 
and as futurity is all in which he has any real in- 
tereſt, he ought. very diligently to uſe, the only 
means by which he can be enabled to enjoy it, 
and frequently to revolve the experiments which 
he has hitherto made upon life, that he may 
gain wiſdom from his miſtakes and caution from 
his miſcarriages. 
T novo I do not ſo exactly Lins to the 
precepts. of PYTHAGoRAs, as to practiſe every 
night this ſolemn recollection, yet I am not ſo 
loft in diffipation as wholly to omit it; nor can I 
forbear ſometimes to enquire of myſelf, in what 
employments my life has paſſed away. Much of 
my time has ſunk into nothing, and left no trace 
by which it can be diſtinguiſhed; and of this I 
now only know, that it was once in my power 
and might once have been improved. 
Ox other parts of life memory can give ſome 
account : at ſome hours I have been gay, and at 
others ſerious 3 ; I have ſometimes mingled i in con- 
verſation 


% 
5 
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verſation, and ſometimes, me itated i in ſolitude; 7 
one day has > been. ſpent in conſulting the antient 
ſages, and another in writing ADVENTURERS.. 
Ar the concluſion. of any undertaking, it is: 
1 to compute the loſs and profit. As I ſhall 
ſoon ceaſe to write Abvgxrukkks, I could not 
ä forbear lately. to conſider. what has been the con- 
ſequence of my labours ; and whether I am to. 
reckon the hours laid out in theſe compoſitions, 
as applied to a good and laudable purpoſe, or 
ſuffered to fume away in uſeleſs evaporations. 
| THAT, I haye intended: well, I have the at- 
teſtarion, of my, own heart; but good intentions 


JUN 1 


may be frustrated, when kkhey are executed 
Without ſuitable kills or a dee to an en * 
tainable. i in 1tlelf, 

So there are, 'who Jaave writers JOER little 
room for ſelf er enen: ; ſome who affirm,. 
that books have ng. influence upon the public, 
that no age, Was ever made better by its authars, 
and that. to call, upon maukind to correct their 
manners, is, like XERXES,. 49 fee e the wind 
ar ſhackle the torrent. 

Tunis opinion they- dab to. A by un- 
failing experience. The world is full of fraud 
and corruption, rupine and malignity; intereſt 
ig the ruling mote e of, mankind, and evety one 


is endeayouring ta increaſe his own ſtores of hap- 


daa bPerpetual ee 
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flecting upon the numbers whom his. ſuperfluity | 
condemns to want: in this ſtate of things a bock 


of morality- is ' publiſhed, in which charity and 
benevolence are ſtrongly enforced; and it is 


proved: beyond oppoſition, that men are happy 
in proportion as they are virtuous, and rich as 
they are liberal. The book is applauded, and 
the author is prefers e 
deſerved, and receives leſs pleaſure from the ac- 
b enge of reward than the conſciouſneſs of 


3 he imagines his applauſt ö 


merit. Let us look again upon mankind”: in- 
tereſt is ſtill the ruling motive, and the world is 
yet full of fraud and ange malevolenee 


and rapine. 4. 125 8 


"Trex difficulty” wb confurin ng ny arten, 
ariſes merely from its generality : and comprehen- 


ſion: to overthrow It by a detail of diſtinct facts, 


requires à wider ſurvey of the world than human 
eyes can take; the progrefs of teformation is. 
gradual and ſilent, as the extenſion of evening 
ſhadows; we know that they were ſhort at noon, 
and are long at ſun - ſet, but our ſenſes were not 
able to diſcern their increaſe; we now of every 
civil nation that it was once ſavage, and how 
was it reclaimed but by precept and admonition? 

 Manxinp are univerſally corrupt, but cor- 


rupt in different degrees; as they are univerſally 


ignorant, yet with greater or leſs irradiations of 


5 a How has knowledge or victue been 
in- 


* 
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increaſed and preſerved in one place beyond 
another, but by petite AE ml OH 


inforcement, /\ {i 00G 1201 l 


Books of morality are ado novice * its 


ialluence i is ſtill little in the world; ſo the ground 


is annually ploughed, and yet multitudes are in 
want of bread. But, ſurely, neither the labours 
of the moraliſt nor of the huſbandman are — 
let them for a while negle& their taſgs, and 


their uſefulneſs will be known; the wickedneſs 


that is now frequent would become univerſal; the 


bread that is now ſcarce would wholly fail. 


Tur power, indeed, of every individual is 


ſmall, and the conſequence of his endeavours 


imperceptible in a general proſpect of the world: 
PRovIDENCE has given no man adility to de 
much, that ſomething might be left for every. 


man to do. The buſineſs of life is carried on 


by a general co-operation ; in which the part of 


any ſingle man can be no more diſtinguiſhed, 


than the effect of a particular drop when the 
meadows are floated by a ſummer ſhower; yet 
every drop increaſes the inundation, and every 
hand adds to RANG FORE Or. OY _ man- 
kind. I sur 


Tr a weiter, Miene or dh 


ſeldom works a viſible effect upon cities or na- 

tions, will readily be granted. The book which 

Is . moſt, is read by few, compared with ; 
Ns thoſe 
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thoſe that read it not; and of thoſe few, the 
greater part peruſe it with eee yOu oy 
Tm favour their own improvement. 
Tr is difficult to enumerate the ſeveral motives, 
icky procure to books the honour of peruſal : 
ſpite, vanity, and curioſity, hope and fear, love 
and hatred, every paſſion which incites to any 
other action, ſerves at one time or e to ſti- 
r reader. . | 
Sontz are fond to take a e ſie 
into their hands, becauſe they hope to diſtinguiſh 
their penetration, by finding faults which have 
eſcaped the public; others eagerly buy it in the 
firſt bloom of reputation, that they may join the 
chorus of praiſe, and not lag, as FALSTAFF 
terms it, in the rearward of the faſhion.” 
Some read for ftile, and ſome for argument: 
one has little care about the ſentiment, he ob- 
ſerves only how it is expreſſed; another regards 
not the concluſion, but is diligent to mark ho- 
it is "inferred : they read for other purpoſes, than 
the attainment of practical knowledge; and are 
no more likely to grow wiſe by an examination of 
a treatiſe of moral prudence, than an architect 
to inflame his devotion by conſidering 1 
the proportions of a temple. 785 
Son read that they may embelliſh de con- 
verſation, or ſhine in diſpute; ſome that they may 


ev be detected in ignorance, or want the repu- 
tation 
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tation of literary acoompliſhments: but the moſt 
general and prevalent reaſon of ſtudy, is the im- 
eee of. finding another amuſement equally 
AIR tant, equally: independent on the 
Wer or the weather. He that wants money to 
follow the chace of pleaſure through her yearly 
circuit; and is left at home when the gay world 
rolls to Bath or Tunbridge ; he whoſe gout com- 
pells him te hear from his chamber, the rattle of 
ehariots tranſporting happier beings to plays and 
aſſemblies, will be end to ſeek in pe à re- 
ſuge from himſelf. e 
Tk author is not e aſcteſs; whe pro- 
vides innocent amuſements for minds like theſe. 
There are in the preſent ſtate of things ſo many 
more inſtigati dns to evil, than incitements to 
800 od, that he who keeps men in a neutral ſtate, 
may de jut conſidered as a benefaQor to life. 
0 HOSE; perhaps, it ſeldom happens, that ſtudy 
terminates in mere paſtime. Books have always 
1 fecret influence on the underftanding ; we can- 
ot at pleaſure obliterate ideas; he that reads 
books of ſeienee, though without any fixed deſire 
of improvement, will grew more knowing; he 
that entertains himſelf with moral or religious 
treatiſes, will imperceptibly advance in goodneſs; 
the itleas which are often offered to the mind, 
will at laſt find a lucky moment t it is _ 


pofed to receive them. 1 fn 5468 robin, to 
2 
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books ſuſſicient in the world; that all the topics 
of perſuaſion have been diſcuſſed, and euery im- 
portant queſtion clearly ſtated and juſtly decided 
and that, therefore, there 6s no m to hope 
that pigmies ſhould conquer where 
been defeated, o dee eee copiers of 
preſent time ſhould advance the er of 
reformation, which Ty edeceſſors v 0 
N unfiniſhed. * * n weft top 2k 
- WHATEVER be che e extent of human 
eee it is not only finite, and therefore 
in its on nature capable of increaſe; but ſo 
narrow, that almoſt every underſtanding may by 
a diligent application of its powers hope to en- 
large it. It is, however, not neceſſary, that a 
man ſhould forbear to write, till he has diſco- 
vered ſome truth unknown before; he may be 
ſufficiently uſeful, by only diverſifying the ſurface 
of knowledge, and luring the mind by a new 


appearance to a ſecond view of thoſe beauties : 


which it had - paſſed over inattentively before. 
Every writer may find intellects correſpondent 
to his own, to whom his expreſſions are familiar, 
and his thoughts congenial; and perhaps, truth 
is often more ſucceſsfully propagated by men of 
moderate abilities, who, adopting the opinions 
of others, have no care but to explain them 

clearly, 
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clearly, than by ſubtile ſpeculatiſtp and curious 
ſearchers, who act from their readers powers 


equal to their own, and if their fabrics of ſeience 


be ſtrong take no care mee them acceſ- 
aha ian e ere eee lee 
Fox my part, I do not regret the hours: which 


I have laid out on theſe little compoſitions. That 


the world has grown apparently better, ſince 
the publication of the AbVENTURER,I have not 


obſervedz but am willing to think, that many 


have been affected by ſingle ſentiments, of 10 

it is their buſineſs to renew; the impreſſion; 
many have caught hints of truth, which it is EE 
their duty to perſue; and that thoſe; who have 
received no improvement, have wanted unn. 
hs intention. open A et 
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” A 4y* x} F 00ND: ein te 
nes vgs. SaruxDay, Merd-2, a, | 
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1 eier tramquillet? lenot an dulce lucellum,, 
An ſecretum iter et fallentis Fade vit? Hon, 
' Whether the tranquil mind and pu 3 F A 
© Honours or wealth our bliſs inſure; wa nay 

Or down through life unknown to ſtray, 


. Where lonely leads the filent 5 nn 
- 1 KANCIS, 
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1 AVIN G Sabre "ry importance of 
141 authors to the welfare of the public, Tam 
led by a natural train of thought, to reflect on 
their vendition with regard to themſelves; and 
to enquire, what degree of happineſs or vexation 
is annexed to the difficult and laborious employ- 
ment, of providing inſtruction or entertainment 
for mankind. - _ | 4 

In eſtimating the pain or ak 6 any par- 
ticular ſtate, every man, indeed, draws his de- 
ciſions from his own breaſt, and cannot with 
certainty determine, whether other minds: are 
affected by the ſame cauſes in the fame man- 
ner. Vet by this criterion we muſt be content 
to judge, ' becauſe no other can be obtained; 
and, indeed, we have no reaſon to think it very 
fallacious, for excepting here and there an ano- 
malous mi; which either does not feel like 
others, 
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others, or diſſembles its ſenſibility, we find men 
unanimouſly concur in attributing happinęſs or 
miſery to particular conditions, as they agree 
Inn e eee e the W of winter and _ 
heat of autumn. N 35 . WW 9 
Ir we apply to authors themſelves for an ac- 
count of their ſtate, it will appear very little to 
deſerve envy ; for they have in all ages been ad- 
dicted to complaint. The neglet of learning, 
the ingratitude of the preſent age, and the ab- 
ſurd preference by which ignorance and dulneſs 
often obtain favour and rewards, have been from 
age to age topics of invective; and few have left 
their names to poſterity, without ſome appeal to 
future candour from the La dean . r 
of their dyn times: ae e 
I nave, "nevertheleſs, len often Wellis to 
| doubt, whether authors, however querulous, are 
in reality more miſerable than their fellow mor- 
tals. The preſent life is to all a ſtate of infeli- 
city ; every man, like an author, believes. him- 
ſelf to merit more than he obtains, and ſolace; 
the preſent with the proſpect of the future: 
others, indeed, ſuffer thoſe diſappointments, In 
ſilence, of which the writer complains, to ſhew 
e well he has learned the art of Jamentation; 
TuxRx is at leaſt one gleam of felicity, of 
which fow Writer Häys mise the enjoyment: 
ke whoſe hopes have ſo far overpowered his fears, 
* - 28 
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a5 that he has reſolved to ſtand forth a candidate 
for fame, ſeldom fails to amuſe himſelf, before 
his appearance, with pleaſing ſcenes of . affluence 
or honour; while his forrune is yet under the re- 
gulation of fancy, he eaſily models it to his 
wiſh, ſuffers no thoughts of critics or rivals to 
intrude upon his mind, but counts over the 
bounties of, putronagy nn . 
Fe | 8 
Some there ate, that talk very + kzuriaady of” 
the ſecond period of an author's happineſs, and 
tell of the tumultuous raptures of invention, when 
the mind riots in imagery, and the choice fan} 
Se. between different ſentiment. 
IESE pleaſures, I believe, may eee 
be  indulzed de thoſe, who come to a ſubject of 
diſquiſition with minds full of ideas, and with 
fancies ſo vigorous, as eaſily to excite, ſelect, and 
arrange them. To write, is, indeed, no un- 
pleaſing em ployment, when one ſentiment rea- 
dily produces another, and . both ideas and ex- 
preſſions preſent themſelves at the firſt ſummons :; 
but ſuch happineſs, the greateſt. genius does not 
always obtain; and common writers know it 
only to ſuch a degree, as to credit its poſſibility, - 
Compoſition is, for the moſt part, an effort of 
flow diligence and ſteady. perſeyerance, to which 
the mind is dragged by neceſſity or reſolution, 
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toning eva are 
in frequently happens, her 2 Lacke, which, | 


haps of facility, mocks us in this nA. 
unexpected difficulties ; the mind which while 
it conſidered it in the groſs, ee ee 

furniſhed with materials, finds ſometimes an un- 
expected barrenneſs and vacuity, my wonders - 
whither all thoſe ideas are vaniſhed, with a irs | 
before ſeemed ſtruggling ſor emiſſion, . 

en ETTMES nn choughts proſe ther 


or wtenated in in wrogiolkr and dependent ſeries: 
: the, mind falls at once into a labyrinth, of which. : 
neither the beginning nor end can be diſcovered, 5 
and tolls and ente without progreſs or ext 
tri cation i Et 
Ir is aſſerted by eee that is iter be 
cc once got together, en be found with 
„very little difficulty; a poſiion N 5 
though ſufficiently plauſibl to be inſerted in po- 
etical precepts, is by no means ſtrictly and . Y 
loſophically true. If words: wete naturally and 
neceſſarily conſequential to ſentiments, it would 
always follow, that he who 3 moſt knowledge 
muſt have moſt eloquence, and that every man 
would clearly expreſs what he fully underſtood: 
yet. 


often. the. — 2 perſons; and 
many books; might ſurely be praduced, where 
juſt and noble ſentiments are degraded.and ob» 
ſcured by, unſuitable. diction. x1 ent 
+1; W.0RDs, therefore, as well-as. things,, claim 
the care of an author. Indeed, of many authors, 
and choſe not uſelęſo or contemptible, words are 
almoſt the only care: many make it their ſtudy, 
not ſo much to ſtrike out new ſentiments, as to 
recommend thoſe which are already known to 
more favourable notice by fairer, decorations ʒ but 
avefy man, Mhethen he copies. gr,inyents, whether 
he delivers his own. thoughts, gx tage of another, 
has often found: himſelf deficient in the, power of 
expreſſion, big. with ideas which he could not 
utter, obliged 2 ranſack his memory ſor terms 


i adgquate £49 2450p anceptions, and: at laſt unable to 
f impreſs upon his reader the image exiſting in his 
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c Ax is one of the, common diſtreſſos ak, en 
to de within a word of a happy period, to want 
only a ſingle epithet to give amplification its full 
force, to require only 2 correſpondent term in 
order to finiſh-2, paragraph with elegance * 
make one of its members | anſwer ta the 
but cheſe deficiencies cannat always be kerle: 
4 ages ads: Sts i aten Wan ene, 1 
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turned anew, RR N amvroven _ vn ſo 
. cee d 1405 abs eee 
Bur when . and B are collefted 
and adjuſted, and the whole compoſition at laſt 
concluded, it ſeldom gratifies the author, when 
he comes coolly and deliberately to review it, 
with the hopes which had been excited in the fury 
of the performance: novelty always captivates the 
mind; as our thoughts riſe freſn upon us, we 
readily believe them juſt and original, which, 
vhen the pleaſure of production is over, we find 
to be mean and common, or borrowed from 
the works of Others, and wn denn * memory 
rather than invention. Certrtien 
Bor chough it ſhould happen, that this er 
finds no ſuch faults in his performance, he is fill 
to remember, that he looks upon it with partial: 
eyes; and when he conſiders, how much en 
who could judge of others with great actin 
have often failed in judging of themſelves, he wal 
be afraid of deciding too haſtily in his own favour, 
or of allowing himſelf to contemplate with too 
much complacence, treafure that has not yet been 
brought to the teft, nor paſſed the 72 7 trial that 
can ſtamp r nn 
"From the public, and only from ail pub, 
4 15 het to await a confirmation of his claim, and A 
final juſtification of ſelf eſteem; but the public is 
| not eaſily perſuaded to favour an author. If man- 


kind 
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kind were left to judge for themſelves, it is rea- 
ſonable to imagine, that of ſuch \ writings, at leaft, 
as'Yefcribe the movements of the human paſſions, 
and of which every man carries the arche-type 
within him, a juſt opinion would be formed; but 
whoever has remarked the fate of books, muſt 
have found it governed by other cauſes, than ge- 
neral conſent ariſing from general conviction. If 
a new performance happens not to fall into the 
hands of ſome, who have courage to tell, and 
authority to propagate their opinion, it often re- 
mains long in obſcurity, and perhaps periſhes un- 
known and unexamined. A few, a very few, 
commonly conſtitute the taſte of the time; the 
judgment which they have once pronounced, 
ſome are too lazy to diſcuſs, and ſome too timor- 
ous to contradict; it may, however, be I think 
obſerved, that their power is greater to depreſs 
than exalt, as mankind are More credulous af 
cenſure than of praiſe... | 

| Tis perverſion of the public est, 4 is not 
to be raſhly numbered amongſt the miſeries of an 
author; ſince it commonly ſerves, after miſcar- 
xiape, to reconcile him to himſelf. Becauſe th 6 
world has ſometimes paſſed an unjuſt ſentence, 
be readily concludes the ſentence unjuſt by which 
his performance is condemned; becauſe ſome 
have been exalted above their merits by partiali- 
7 he is ſure to aſcribe the ſucceſs of a rival, 
not. 
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not to the merit of his work, but the zeal of his 
patrons. Upon the whole, as the author ſeems 
to ſhare all the common miſeries of life, he ap- 
pears to porn; likewiſe of its dea and 
abatements. | 
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#6 SPTTSSISSTDESESTERS 
Nox. 139: Tummy, March 5 1754. 


1 diam tantum potui da p perten ap Fix 
Aonas ad montes, longeque oſtendere Maſas, 
Plaudentes cell @ choreas in  vertice 71 ras 

0 1 | Vida. 2x 
1 0 polnted out the EE that lead 1 

The panting youth to ſteep Parnaſſus head, 3 
And ſhew'd the tuneful muſes from afar, 

y Mint in a ſolemn choir ad Ren: there. 4 
15 rp Frrr. 


TE that hd 1 to ny _=— morals 

and the taſte of the public, ſhould atten-,,, 

ch conſider, what are the peculiar irregulari wo 

ties and defects that characterize the times: for 

though ſome have contended, that men have al- 
ways been vicious and fooliſh i in the ſame degree; 
yet their vices and follies are known to have been, 
not 
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not only different, but oppoſite in their kind. 
The diſeaſe of the time, has been ſometimes a 
fever, and ſometimes a lethargy; and he, there 
fore, who ſhould always preſcribe the ſame re- 
medy, would be juſtly ſcorned as a quack, the 
diſpenſer of a noſtrum, which, however efficaci- 
ous, muſt, if indiſcriminately applied, produce 
as much evil as good. There was a time, when 
every man, who was ambitions of religion or 
virtue, enliſted himſelf in a cruſade, or buried 
himſelf in a hermitage: and he, who ſhould then 
have declaimed zpainſt lukewarmneſs and ſcepti- 
ciſm, would have acted juſt as abſurdly as he, who 
ſhould warn the preſent age againſt prieſtcraft and 
ſuperſtition, or ſet himſelf gravely to prove the 
- lawfulneſs of pleaſure, to lure the hermit from his 
cell, and deliver the penitent from ſuicide. 
Bur as vicious manners have not differed more 
than vicious taſte, there-was a time when every 
literary character was diſgraced by an impertinent 
oftentation of {kill in abſtruſe ſcience, and an ha- 
,  bitual familiarity with books written in the dead 
languages; every man, therefore, was a pedant, 
in proportion as he deſired to be thought a ſcho- 
lar. The preacher, and the pleader, ſtrung to- 
gether claſſical quotations with the ſame labour 
affectation and inſignificance; truths however ob- 
vious, and opinions however indiſputable, were 


| 1 and confirmed by the teſtimonies of 
| TuLLY 
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'TuLLY or HoRacz and SENECA and EpICT E- 
Tus were ſolemnly cited, to evince the certainty 
of death or the fiekleneſs of fortune. The diſ- 
courſes of PAV⁰R are crowded” with extracts 
from the writers of the porch and the academy; 
and it is ſcarcely poſſible to forbear ſmiling at a 
marginal note of Lord Coke, in which he grave- 
ly aequaints his reader with an excellence that he 
might otherwiſe have overlooked; < this,” fays 
he, „ is the thirty third time that VIROIIL hath 
& been quoted in this work.” The mixture, 
however, is ſo prepoſterous, that to thoſe who 
can read Coker with pleaſure, theſe paſſages will 
appear like a dancer who ſhould intrude on the 
folemnity of a ſenate; and to thoſe who have a 

taſte only for polite literature, like a ere or 
a palm tree in the deſarts of Arabia. 

IIx appears by the effays of MonTacnt and 
Jo Morrz LE V AYER, that this affectation ex- 
tended to France; but the abſurdity was too groſs 
to remain long after the revival of literature. lt 
Was ridiculed here ſo early as the © Silent wo- 
% man” of BEN JonsoN ; and afterwards more 
firongly amd profeſſedly in the character of Hupi- 
BRAS, who decorates his flimſey orations with 
gawdy patches of latin, and ſcraps of tiſſue from 
the ſchoolmen. The ſame taſk was alſo under- 
taken in France by he, in a 1 called 
« Barbon,” | 
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Wx is more rarely diſappointed of its: pur 
pole than wiſdom * and it is no wonder that this 
ſpecies of - pedantry, in itſelf, ſo ridiculous and 

defpicable, was. ſoon; brought into bene | 
thoſe. powers, againſt which truth and rectitude 
have not always maintained their e The 
features of learning began inſenſibly to loſe their 
auſterity, and her air became engaging and eaſy: 
philoſophy was now decorated by the graces. 
I abſtruſe truths of aſtronomy were explain- 
ed by Fox TEN ELLE to a lady by moonlight; 
juſtneſs and propriety of thought and ſentiment, 
were diſcuſſed by BoUHOURs, amid the delicacies 
of a garden; and ALGAROTTI introduced. the 
Newtonian, theory of light and colours to the 
toilet. | Appis0N remarks, that SOCRATES was 
ſaid to have brought philoſophy down.from hea- 
ven to. inhabit among men; And J,“ lays be, 
„ ſhall be ambitious: to have it ſaid of me, that 
« I have brought Philoſophy out of cloſets and 
<< libraries, ſchools and colleges, to dwell in clubs 
40 and aſſemblies, at bea: tables and in ae 
6 houſes.” 5 

Bur this purpoſe has, in * 8 Deny Hal 
feated by its ſucceſs; and we have been driven 
from one extream with ſuch precipitation, that 
we have not ſtopped i in the MPs but £ E996, on 
to the other. » cwifrabunadcy 


23 


ed 9 
LEARNING 
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LEARNING has been diveſted of the pecu- 
liarities of a college dreſs, that ſhe might mix 
in polite aſſemblies, and be admitted to domeſtic 
familiarity ; but by this means ſhe has been con- 
founded with ignorance and levity. Thoſe 


who before could diſtinguiſh her only by the 
ſingularity of her garb, cannot now diſtinguiſh 


her at all: and whenever ſhe aſſerts the dignity 
of her character, ſhe has reaſon to fear that 
ridicule which is inſeparably connected with 
the remembrance of her dreſs: ſhe is, therefore, 
in danger of being driven back to the college, 
where, ſuch is her transformation, ſhe may at 
laft be refuſed admittance ; for inſtead of learn- 
ing's having elevated canverſation, converſation 
has degraded learning; and the barbarous and 
inaccurate manner in which an extemporary 
ſpeaker expreſſes a haſty conception, is now con- 


tended to be the rule by which an author ſhould _ 


write. It ſeems, therefore, that to correct the 
taſte of the preſent generation, literary ſubjects 
ſhould be again introduced among the polite and 
gay, without labouring too much to diſguiſe 
them like common prattle; and that converſa- 
tion ſhould be weeded of folly and impertinence, 
of common place rhetoric, gingling phraſes, and 
trite repartee, which are ecchoed from one 
viſitor to another without the labour of thought, 
and have been ſuffered by better underſtandings 
Te IV. 1 1 in 
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in the dread of an imputation of pedantry. I 
am of opinion, that with this view SwirT 
wrote his Polite- Converſation ;” and where 
he has plucked up a weed, the writers who ſuc- 
ceed him ſhould endeavour to plant a flower. 
With this view, CriTIcisM has in this paper 
been intermixed with ſubjects of greater impor- 
tance ; and it is hoped that our faſhionable con- 
verſation will no longer be the diſgrace of rati- 
onal beings; and that men of genius and litera- 
ture will not give the ſanction of their example 
to popular folly, and ſuffer their evenings to 
paſs in hearing or in telling the exploits of a 
pointer, diſcuſſing a method to prevent wines 
from being pricked, or 1 a dithcult rem in 
| backgammon. 

I wovLD not, however, be thought follici- 
tous to confine the converſation even of ſcholars 
to literary ſubjects, but only to prevent ſuch ſub- 
jects from being totally excluded. And it may 

be remarked, that the preſent inſignificance of 
"converfation has à very extenſive effect: excel- 
lence that is not underſtood will never be re- 
warded, and without hope of reward few will 
labour to excell; every writer will be tempted to 
negligence, in proportion as he deſpiſes the 
judgment of thoſe who are to determine his 
merit; and as it is no man's intereſt to write 
. that which the public is is not diſpoſed to read, the 

pro- 
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productions of the preſs will always be accom- 
modated to popular taſte, and in proportion as 
the world is inclined to be ignorant little will be 
taught them. Thus the Greek and Roman 
architecture are diſcarded for the novelties” of 
China ; ; the Ruins or .PALMYRA, and the 
copies of the capital pictures of Correo, are 
neglected for gothic deſigns, and burleſque poli- 
tical prints; and the tinſel of a BuxLETTA has 
more admirers than the gold of SHAKESPEARE, 
though it now receives new ſplendor from the 
mint, and, like a medal, is illuſtrious, not only 
for intrinſic worth but ſor beauty of expreſſion.” 
P RRHATs it may be thought, that if this be, 

indeed, the ſtate of learning and taſte, an at- 
tempt to improve it by a private hand is romantic, 
and the hope of ſucceſs chimerical : but to this I 
am not ſollicitous to give other anſwer, than 
that ſuch an attempt. is conſiſtent with the cha- 
rafter in which this paper is written; and that 
the ADVENTURER can aſſert, upon claſſical au- 


thority, that in brave ae it is glorious n 
to fail. | 1 
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Nus. 140. SATURDAY, Marth 95 17 54. f 


Define Meanalies, mea yon, de fon cantus. 
Vino. 


No ceaſe, n my ; pipe, now. ceaſe Mznalian 
ſtrains. 8 . | . Wan rox. 


HEN dais . was firſt planned, it 
was determined, that whatever might 
be the Grate, it ſhould not be continued as a 
paper, till it became unweildy as a book: for no 
immediate advantage would have induced the 
ADVENTURER to write what, like a news paper, 
was: deſigned but for a day; and he knew, that 
the pieces of which it would conſiſt, might be 
multiplied till they were thought too numerous 
to collect, and too coſtly to purchaſe, even by 
thoſe who ſhould allow them to be excellent in 
their kind. It was ſoon agreed, that four vo- 
lumies, when they ſhould be printed in a pocket 
fize; would circulate better than more, and that 
ſcarce any of the purpoſes of publication could 
de effected by lefs; the work, therefore, was 
limited to four 5 5 and four volumes are 
now compleated. 


A MORAL writer of whatever abilities, who 
labours to reclaim thoſe to whom vice is become 
habitual, and who are become veterans in infi- 

delity, 
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delity, muſt ſurely labour to little purpoſe. Vice 
is a gradual and eaſy deſcent, where it firſt de- 
viates from the level of innocence; but the de- 
clivity at every pace becomes more ſteep, and 
thoſe who deſcend, deſcend every moment with 
greater rapidity. As a moraliſt, therefore, I de- 
termined to mark the firſt inſenſible gradation to 
ill; to caution againſt thoſe acts which are not 
generally believed to incur guilt, but of which 
indubitable vice and hopeleſs miſery are the na- 
tural and almoſt neceſſary conſequences. 

As I was upon theſe principles to write for the 
Ve and the Gay, for thoſe who are enter- 
ing the path of life, I knew that it would be ne- 
ceſſary to amuſe the imagination while I was ap- 
proaching the heart; and that I could not hope 
to fix the attention, but by engaging the paſſions. 
J have, therefore, ſometimes led them into the 
regions of fancy, and ſometimes held up before 
them the mirrour of life; I have concatenated 
events, rather than deduced conſequences by lo- 
gical reaſoning ; and have exhibited ſcenes of 
_ Proſperity and diſtreſs, as more forcibly FRI? ; 
five than the rhetoric of declamation. 


In the ſtory of MELISSA, I have endeavoured 
to repreſs romantic hopes, by which the reward 
of laborious induſtry is deſpiſed; and have founded 
affluence and honour upon an act of generous in- 
tegrity, to which few would have thought them= 

Os ſelves 
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ſelves obliged. In the life of Oes1xovs, I have 
ſhewar the danger of the firſt ſpeculative defection, 
and endeavoured to demonſtrate the neceſſary de- 
pendance of VIRTUE upon RELIGION. 
AMURAFH's firſt advance to cruelty, was ſtriking 
a dog. The wretchedneſs of HAssAN was pro- 
duced merely by the want of pofitive virtue ; and 
that of Mirza by the ſolitarineſs of his devotion. 
The diftreſs of lady FREEMAN, arifes from a 
common and allowed deviation from truth ; and 
in the two papers upon marriage, the importance 
of minute particulars is illuſtrated and difplayed, 
With this clue, the reader will be able to diſ- 
cover the fame deſign in almoſt every paper that 
J have written, which may eaſily be known from 
the reſt, by having no fignature at the bottom. 
Among theſe, however, Number forty ſeven was 
the gift of a friend; ſo were the firſt hints on 
which I wrote the ftory of EUGENTO, and the 
letter ſigned TIM. CoopIE. 

I Dip not, however, undertake to execute 
this ſcheme alone; not only becauſe I wanted 
ſufficient leiſure, but becauſe ſome degree of ſame- 
neſs is produced by the peculiarities of every 
writer ; and it was thought, that the conceptions 
and expreſſion of another, whoſe pieces ſhould 
have a general coincidence with mine, would 
produce variety, and by inereaſing entertainment 
n inſtruction. 

3 : 7 Warn 
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WII this view; the pieces that appear in the 

8 of the work ſigned A were procured; 
but this reſource ſoon failing, I was obliged to 
carry on the publication alone, except fome ca- 
ſual ſupplies, till I obtained from the gentlemen 
who have ' diftiriguithed their pieces by the letters 
T and 7 + ſuch aſſiſtance as I moſt wiſhed. 
Of their views and expectations, ſome account 
has been already given in number one hundred 
and thirty ſeven and number one hundred and 
thirty nine. But there is one particular, in which 
the critical pieces concur in the general deſign of 
this paper, which has not been mentioned: thoſe 
who can judge of literary excellence, will eaſily 
diſcover the SackED WRITINOs to have a divine 
origin by their manifeſt ſuperiority; he, there- 
fore, who diſplays the beauties and defects of a 
elaſſic author, whether ancient or modern, puts 
into the hands of thoſe to whom he communicates 
critical knowledge, a new teſtimonial of the truth 
of CHRISTIANITY. 

 Bgs1DEsS the aſſiſtance of theſe gentlemen; 1 
have received ſome voluntary contributions which 
would have done honour to any collection: the 
allegorical letter from N1car, ſigned S; the ſtory 
of FIDELIA, in three papets, . the bag 


+ The peices Gened Z are by the Rev. Mr. Wan rox, whoſe 
tranſlation of VIX GII's Paſtorals and Georgics would b ſuffict- 
ently diſtinguiſn him as a genius and a icholar. | 

: ſigned 


\ 


* 
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ſigned Tim WILD OOSE; and Number ninety 
marked with an & were n by u 
hands. 

Bur whatever was the * to which I di- 
refed my part of this work, I will not pretend, 
that the view with which I undertook it was 
wholly diſintereſted ; or that I would have enga- 
ged in a periodical paper, if I had not conſidered, 


that though it would not require deep reſearches 


and abſtracted ſpeculation, yet it would admit 
much of that novelty which nature can now ſup- 
ply, and afford me opportunity to excell, if I poſ- 
ſeſſed the power; as the pencil of a maſter is as 
eaſily diſtinguiſhed in ſtill life, as in a Hercules 
or a Venus, a landſchape or a battle. I confeſs, 
that to this work I was incited, not only by a de- 
fire to propagate virtue, but to gratify myſelf; nor 
has the private wiſh, which was involved in the 
public, been diſappointed. I have no cauſe. to 


complain, that the ADVENTURER has been in- 


furiouſly neglected; or that I have been denied 
that praiſe, the hope of which animated my la- 
bour, and cheared my wearineſs : I have been 
pleaſed, in proportion as have been known in 
this character; and as the fears in which I made 
the firſt experiment are paſt, I have ſubſcribed 


this paper with my name. But the hour is haſ- 


ting, in which, whatever praiſe or cenſure I have 


acquired by thele e compoſitions, if they are re- 
membered 
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membered at all, will be remembered with equal | 
indifference, and the tenour of them only will 
afford me comfort. Time, who is impatient. to 


date my laſt paper, will ſhortly moulder the hand 


that is now writing it in the duſt, and ſtill the 
breaſt that now throbs at the reflection: but let 
not this be read as ſomething that relates only to 
another; for a few years only can divide the eye 
that is now reading from the hand that has writ- 


ten. This awful truth, however obvious, and 


however reiterated, is yet frequently forgotten; 


for, ſurely, if we did not loſe our remembrance, 
or at leaſt our ſenſibility, that view would always 


predominate in our lives, which alone can afford 


us ert when we die. 


JOHN HAWKESWORTH. "=" 


BromMLEy, in Kent, 
March 4, 1754. 
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